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OF THE 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


OP-THE 


UNITED PROVINCES. 


SECTION I 


Confitution of the Republic —fis State hos : 


 wieuſly to the American Nur. 


HE appearance, | exhibited by the 
republic of the United Provinces, 


has frequently been the ſubject of admi- 


ration and encomium. The contraſt we 
remark between the ſlender benefits derived 


to it from nature, and the ſingular degree 


of riches and proſperity that have attended 


B | its 
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conſidered as diſplaying, 3 in the moſt ex- 
traprdinaxy-manper, the triumph of hu- 
man induſtry and ſkill over the moſt un- 
promiſing and contemptible materials. 
This is particularly remarkable in the 
moſt opulent diviſions of the ATT 
: The circumſtance now mentioned is put 
in a ſtriking light in the panegyric of 
Mamertus, upon the conqueſts of the em- 
peror Maximian, in which, though we 
may allow ſomething to the hyperbole of 
the ſycophant, yet ſomething will alſo re- 
main for the truth of fact. Your divine 
expeditions,” ſays this writer, have 
extended to a country ſo extremely moiſt 
and watery, that it can hardly be called 
land. Both men and beaſts leave the 
traces of their footſteps behind them, and 
run the hazard of ſinking as they walk. 
ES 44M Thoſe 
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» Thoſe parts. of the country, whichſeem 
dry and firm, quake and tremble un- 
der your feet; one would think the 
earth felt the weight of the man the. car- 
ried, and bent beneath the burthen. - It 
is a floating maſs, which 1 is ſuſpended, but 
has never been ſettled. Thus, Cæſar, 
your troops were reduced to engage in a 
kind of ſea- fight upon land, and to com- 
bat with the water as well as the ene- 


my.“ 
Such then is the ſoil, which, tees 
from the waves, and preſerved by the 
intervention of artificial ſluices and dykes, 
has afforded a foundation for the riches of 
Amſterdam, and an opulence that bas 
been the envy of the world, Narrow in 
its extent, and unpoſſeſſed of many of the 
moſt common bounties of nature, it 'is 
fruitful in artificial wealth, and has been 


made the aſylum of all that is haughty 
B 2 23 from 


„ 
from fortune, or ſtern from the love of 
liberty. A country in the mean time, that 
produces little for its own conſumption, 
can afford leſs for exportation and com- 
merce. It has been the medium, and not 
the ſource of communication; the factor, 
not the natural proprietor of merchandiſe. 
Of confequence, ſince the love of com- 
merce has been widely difleminated, the 
proſperity of the Dutch republic has infen- 
ſibly declined. But they are not upon 
this account threatened with any ſudden 
revolution. Their ſuperior capitals, in 
ſpite of the! intrigues of policy, will long 
obtain for them a preference in the mar- 


kets of Europe. And when this cauſe 
ſhall have ceaſed to operate, a wiſe and a 
manly nation, diſtinguiſhed for its ha- 
bits of frugality, may fit down 1n compe- 
tence, caſe and tranquillity. | 


| 7 . The 


1 
The government of this country, com- 
plicated and involved in its ſtructure, has 
long ſerved to render their affairs an enig- 
ma to the ſuperficial and idle politician. 
Political power has here a regular aſcent, 
and the government is in many reſpects 
as complete in the magiſtracy of ſome of 
the ſmaller towns of the republic, as in 
the ſtates general of the United Nether- 
lands. The city of Amſterdam, which 
has uſually and properly been ſelected as a 
ſpecimen of the reſt; is governed by a ſe- 
nate or town council, whoſe office is per- 
petual, unleſs forfeited by mal-adminiſtra- 
tion, given up by voluntary refignation, 
or loſt by removal of habitation, The 
ſenators are thirty-ſix in number; and, 
in caſe of ahy vacancy, they exerciſe the 
privilege of chuſing from among the in- 
habitauts the perſon by whom it is to be 
filled. Out of their own body they ele& 
twelve, who are known by the appellation 
& 3: --: of 
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161 
of burgomaſters; and theſe alſo are for 
life. Four of theſe burgomaſters, in an- 
nual ſucceſſion, exerciſe what may be 


called the executive power. They have 
the abſolute diſpoſal of ſuch offices as 


may become vacant during their admini- 
ſtration; they ſuperintend the public ex- 


penditure; and they claim a previous 


communication, and a right to authoriſe 
or reject all propoſitions that are deſigned 
for the deliberation of the ſenate. Theſe 
four are ſtyled regent burgomaſters. Be- 
ſide them the ſenate chuſes annually out 


of its own body nine ſchepens or judges, 


who poſſeſs the adminiſtration of juſtice, 


in the ſame manner that the burgomaſters 


engroſs the political functions. The next 
officer in point of authority 1 is the ſchout, 
who has at once the province of attorney- 
general, or proſecutor of public delinquen- 
cies, and of ſhetiff, or ſuperintendant of 
executions, Such is the regular conſtitu- 

| J 


1 71 


74 


tion of che town government. The re- 
_ ceiver general, the penſionary, and the 
town ſecretary, though of conſiderable 


importance, are regarded as ſubaltern of- 


ficers. The penfionary i is always a lawyer, 
his appointment is for life, and, as well 


as the ſecretary, he has by virtue of his 
office, a ſeat in the aſſembly of the ſtares 
of the province to which he belongs. The 
chief difference between the government 
of Amſterdam, and that of the other 
towns 1s, that in the latter the ſtadtholder 
has a right of chuſing the magiſtrates up- | 
on a double n nomination of their reſpective 


ſenates. 


— 


The ſtates of the province of Holland 
are conſtituted of the deputies of the prin- 
cipal towns, and the deputies of the nobi-, 
lity. There are in this aſſembly nineteen 
voices. The firſt is that of the deputies, 
of the nobility, and the other cightcen, of 
| B4 the | 


1 

the deꝑuties of the eighteen principal 
towns of Holland. Holland is uſually 
diſtributed into the diſtricts of South Hol- 
land, North Holland and Weſt Frieſland. 
Seven towns, which are denominated the 


great towns, are all of them in the firſt 


Leyden, Amſterdam, Gouda and Rotter- 
dam. Beſide them there are in South 
Holland four other towns, which are re- 
preſented in the ftates of the province, 
: Gorcum, Schiedam, Schoonhoven and 


the Brille. The towns of North Holland 


re Alkmaar, Edam, Monnikedam and 


Purmerent; and of Weſt Frieſland Hoorn, 
; Enchuyſen and Medemblic. Of theſe: 


eighteen towns there are only ten, that 
have A volce in the election of deputies 


to the aſſembly of the ſtates general. 
Theſe are the ſeven great towns, together 
with Alkmaar for North Holland, and 
Hoorn and Enchuyſen for Weſt Frieſland. 
1 | The 
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The deputies to the provincial ſtates are 
choſen by the ſenators of the tons out 
of their own body, and have at their head 
a burgomaſter. Their number is indefi - 
nite, and the penſionary and ſecretary of 
the town are always among them. Their 


conſtituents have the perpetual right of 
communicatin 8 their inſtructions, to which 
the deputies are bound to pay an implicit 
obedience. The provincial ſtates, like the 
town governments, have their treaſurer 
general, their penſionary and their ſecre- | 
tary; q and the two latter are always mem- 
bers of the ſtates general. The grand 
penſionary of Holland is, next to the 
| ſtadtholder, the moſt important officer of 
the republic; and this was the poſt which 
was held by Olden Barnevelt, and John 
de Witte, during the periods of their 
greateſt power and authority, Beſide 
the ſtates of Holland, there are four other 


| bodies of men in this province, to whom 


the 
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the conſtitution attributes conſiderable i 


power: the council of ſtate, the chamber 
of accounts, and two courts for the admi- 


niſtration of juſtice, to which there lies an 
appeal from the ſchepens or © Judges of the 
ſeveral towns, 


The principal authority in the United 
Provinces i is lodged i in the provincial ſtates. 
They are inveſted with the power of en- 


acting laws, of making war and peace, of 


levying taxes, of raiſing ſoldiers, and of 
conferring offices civil and military, For 
theſe prerogatives they are principally i in- 
debted to the antiquity of their inſtitution; 
while the aſſembly of the ſtates general 
is regarded merely as an artificial contri- 
vance, to mediate. between the different 


provinces, and to conduct their concerns 


with foreign powers. Accordingly they 
are bound, in almoſt all inſtances where 


the exigency of the caſe will admit of it, 
N to 


E 
to conſult. the different provinces,” before 
they decide upon matters of general im 
portance. Almoſt the ſingle prerogative 
that they poſſeſs entire, is that of nom⸗ 


nating the commanders of fleets,” and de- 
ciding in the: laſt reſort upon the appoint= 
ment of captains to the ſhips in the ſervice 
of government. In the ſtates general, 
each province has only one voice, though | 
they may ſend what number of deputies 
they pleaſe. | The provinces however are 
very unequal to each other in reſpect of 
importance, and occaſions continually OC 
cur, in which we ſee their Teal value out- 
weighing and ſuperſeding their artificial 
conſtitution. Of their value we may form 
ſome eſtimate, from the ſtipulated propor- 
tion which each province contributes to 
the general expence. If we conſider the 
revenues of the ſtate as diſtributed into a 
hundred parts, that proportion will be 


nearly as follows: the quota of Guelder- 
land, 


— 


ful 
land five of theſe - parts; the quota of 


Holland fifty=eight 3 of Zealand nine; 


of Utrecht fix; of Friefland eleven; of 
Overyſſel four; of Groningen fix ; and 
of the country of Drent, a ſmall diſtrict, 


nt included in any of the provinces, nor 


repreſented in the ſtates general, one. 
The confederacy of the United Provinces 
have, beſide the aſſembly of the ſtates ge- 


neral, a council of ſtate, a general chamber 


of accounts, and five admitalties, of which 


that of Amſterdam js the chief, 


The province of Guelderland, which is 


ſtill in poſſeſſion of an ancient precedency 


over the other fix, 1s divided into thres 
diſtricts, or quarters ; the quarter of Nime- 
guen, the quarter of Zutphen, and the 


quarter of Arnheim. The firſt of theſe 
comprehends the towns of Nimeguen, 


Tiel, and Bomel: the ſecond contains 


utphen, Doeſburg, Dotervin Lochem, 


and 


e | 
and Grol : and the third; Arnheim, Hars 
derwyk Wageninge, Hattem and El- 
burg. Each of theſe quarters has its ſe- 
veral aſſembly; and the provincial ſtates 
are compoſed of two deputies from each 
quarter, one for the towns, and the other 
on the part of the nobility. | | 
The provincial ſtates of Zealand confilt 
only of the deputies of the fix principal 
towns, Middleburg, Ziriczee, Goes, To- 
len, Fluſhing and Veere, the nobility of 
the province being intirely extinck. The 
election of the magiſtrates is conducted in 
Zealand in the fame manner as in Hob- 
land, with the exception of ſome few 
towns. In Middleburg, the dignity of ſe- 
nator is not for life; and, in the choice of | 
f magiſtrates, twelve burghers, nominated 
by the people, are added to the ſenate, and 
Jointly with them make the election. 
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0 in me province of Utrecht, the ſupreme 
power is diſtributed in a different manner. 


The country was long under the temporal 


dominion of the biſhop of its capital; and 


it ſtill retains the traces of its ancient 
condition. The prerogatives of the ſtates 
are therefore equally divided among the 
clergy, the nobility and the people. The 


firſt of theſe orders is at preſent repreſented 


by laymen, by whom the dignities to 
which this privilege is annexed have been 


impropriated. The third order i is repre- 


ſented by the deputies of the ſenates of the 
five principal towns; Utrecht, Amersfort, 
Wyk, Rhenen and Montfort. But the 
city of Utrecht has maintained ſo high a 
ſuperiority over the other towns of the 
province, as to affert, that theſe have in- 
deed a right of ſitting in the aſſembly of 
the ſtates, but that they are not entitled to 


a voice; and accordingly reſolutions have 


ſometimes been determined. The ſenate - 


of 


| 1 15 1] 
of Utrecht; conſiſts of forty. perſons, and 
the magiſtracy is choſen here, as well as in 
the other towns of the province, in the ſame 
manner as in the inferior towns o Hol- 
land. 1 1 a 

The ſtates of Friefland confiſt if the 
ee of what are denominated its four 
quarters, three of which are ſo many di- 
viſions of the country, and the fourth is | 
. conſtituted from the towns. This pro- | 
vince has no nobility ;: and Lewarden and 
Francker, the two principal towns, enjoy 
an exemption from the influence of the 


ſtadtholder i in 1 the nomination of their ma- 


' 


giſtrates. 


The diſtricts of Overyficl, like thoſe of 
| 5 rieſland, have a nominal influence in the 
ſtates of the province, and ſend their de- 

puties to that aſſembly; but the power | 


lies principally between two parties, the 
nobility on one fide, and on the other 
the 


1 6 1 


the three towns, Deventer, Campen and 
Zwol. The ſenates of — are choſen 


by the people. 


In the laſt of the provinces, that of Gros 


ningen, the power is equally ſhared be- 
"tween the town of that name, and the 
inhabitants of the flat country. The ſe- 
nate of Groningen is for life, and is not 
. 2 ſelf. elected, but is choſen by twenty- four 
- perſons, by whom the is al of nomi- 
| nation is engroffed. 0 13 


* 


The ſtadtholder, 1 importzuet in 


the government of the United Provinces 


is ſufficiently manifeſt from what has been 
related, was originally choſen for the pur- 


poſe of direQing their affairs i in the long 


and obſtinate war in which they were en- 


| paged, by their determination to throw off 


the yoke of Philip It. king of Spain, But 
the princes of the houſe of Orange, who 


were not leſs of politicians than they were 


of 


"4 M4 
of warriors, improved the opportunities 


which their fituation put into their hands, 
to extend their political influence ; and 


thus acquired 1 in particular a greater in- 
fluence in the nomination of magiſtrates, 
than that, which has been deſeribed, and 
which was yielded them by the original 5 
conſtitution. Indeed it is not to be 
doubted, if the office could have con- 
tinued regularly in their family from 
father to ſon, that all veſtige of the 
Belgic liberty would have been long ſince 
obliterated. The interruptions that it ex- 
perienced, from a minority in one inſtance, 
and in another from the extintion of the 
| elder branch 1 in the perſon of William III. 
king of England, arreſted the progreſs of 
their influence. The occaſions were ſeized 
by the ariſtocratical party, and the United 
Provinces became for ſome time a pure re- 
public. As the office of ſtadtholder was 


in both inſtances deſtroyed by the ſame 
C cauſe, 


cauſe, the unfavourable ſituation of the 
reigning family, ſo in both inſtances its 
teſtoration was derived from ſimilar events. 
'The revolution of 1650, by which the 
houſe of Orange was expelled, was ſuper- 
ſeded by the victorious progreſs of Louis 
XIV. in 1672. The populace, animated 
by fury and terror, demanded a ſtadtholder 
to lead them to arms, and barbarouſly de- 
ſtroyed their ableſt miniſter and moſt con- 
ſummate ſtateſman, John de Witte. In 
the ſame manner the liberty, which had 
been regained upon the death of William 
III. in 1702, was loſt again in conſe- 
quence of the victorious progreſs of the 
arms of Louis XV. under the auſpices of 


marſhal Saxe, in 1747. 


The prince who ſucceeded upon the 
revolution of 1747, was William IV, fa- 
ther to the preſent ſtadtholder. The 
health of this prince ſoon experienced a 


remark- 


* 
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temarkable 4 ; and he died in the 
month of Odtober 17 51. Previouſſy to 
bis death, it appears to have been an object 
of his conſtant ſolicitude, to provide a 
perſon of conſiderable character and high 
reſponſibility, as the counſellor of his wis 
dow, and the. guardian of his infant ſon, 
who was born on the 8th of March 1748; 
The perſon upon whom he fixed, was 
Louis, next brother to the then reigning 
duke of Brunſwic Wolfenbuttle. This 
prince, who was only a few years. younger 
i than William IV, was at that time en- 
gaged in the ſervice of the emperor; but 
the honourable and advantageous propoſals 
of the prince of Orange, induced that 
monarch to diſmiſs him from his ſervice, 
and he paſſed into that of the ſtates ge- 
neral in the year 1750. By his influence 
with that aſſembly, William IV. obtained 
for him the commiſſion of fleld marſhal of 


the republic, together with particular 
"C2 honours 
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honours and emoluments. The taſk re- 


ſerved for him by the prince of Orange 
was ſuppoſed to have been diſcharged by 
Louis with integrity and ability; and, 
though invited in the year 1756 by the 
king of Great Britain, to take upon him 
the command of the allied army in Ger- 
many, he refuſed this brilliant offer in 


conſideration of the engagements into 


which he had entered, and the command 
was conferred on his younger brother, 
prince Ferdinand. When the preſent 
ſtadtholder aſſumed the reins of govern- 
ment in 1766, he prevailed on the prince 
of Brunſwic to retain his tation of field 
marſhal, and he appears always to have 


conſidered him as his principal and boſom 
counſellor, | 


SEC. 


SECTION H. 


TranſuBtions during the War belaveen the 
* W and Great Britain. e 


HE earlier years of William V, 
paſſed in a conſiderable degree of 


domeſtic peace and ſerenity. The 1 inter- 
nal tranquillity of the United Provinces was 
firſt broken in upon, in conſequence of the N 
war between Great Britain and her revolt 
ed colonies in America. It is a common 
obſervation, that in all free governments 
there exiſt two parties, which, however 
they may appear for a time to ſubſide in 
mutual harmony, will upon every ſuitable 
occaſion break out into ſymptoms of miſe _ 
truſt and rivalſhip. This obſervation is 
notoriouſly true of the United Provinces : 
and, if the ſtadtholder have a numerous 
body of friends, who regard his office as a 
moſt eſſential part of the conſtitution, the 
known ambition of the princes of the houſe 
of Orange, and the intereſted views of 

C 3 indi- 
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individuals have alſo given him many 
enemies. A certain connection and corre- 


ſpondence, that has uſually been mains 


tained among the proteſtant princes of 
Europe, has contributed, perhaps more 


than any thing elſe, occaſionally to throw 
the party of the ſtadtholder into the arms 


ef Great Britain. The monarchical party 
being thus connected with England, the 


friends of the ariſtocracy have maintained 
a correſpondence not leſs intimate with 
the court of France. In conſequence of 
theſe circumſtances, the ſtadtholder, in 
caſe of a war between theſe two powers, 
has always been placed in a delicate ſitua- 
tion, and has been regarded with an eye of 

jealouſy by the principal; ä aſſem- 


blies of his country. 


The objects and claims of the coloniſts 
of America, bore a ſtriking reſemblance to 
thoſe, which had been entertained by the 
inhabitants of the Netherlands two cen- 
de ed 8 turies 
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turies before. This ſimilarity of ſituation 
might naturally be expected to create a 
certain ſympathy in the Dutch republic, 
Whatever there exiſted among them of 
patriot ſentiment and attachment for liber- 


ty, muſt inevitably intereſt itſelf in the 
cauſe of the American States, Thoſe, who 
are diſpoſed to allow little credit to this 


motive, will at leaſt admit the force of 


another, by which the Dutch were un- 
queſtionably influenced in the preſent in- 
ſtance. The commerce of America had 
long been regarded as the pride and ſup» 
port of Britain; and this commerce, with- 
drawn from its original channel, now 
appeared to be offered to the firſt party 
that ſhould preſent themſelves for its ac- 
ceptance. Great Britain indeed ſuppoſed 
herſelf to poſſeſs the ſtrongeſt claims upon 
the gratitude and affection of the Dutch 
republic. But the governments of the 
different provinces thought otherwiſe, and 
had perhaps at no time felt any conſidera- 
C 4 ble 
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ble cordiality for the court of Lon- 
don: Had their connection been ever 
ſo intimate and fincere, it is poſſible in the 
mean time, the event would have been 
nearly the ſame. In Holland the ſpirit of 
commerce has ever preponderated over 
every other conſideration; and hiſtory in- 
forms us, that when Louis XIV. was 
actually advancing in the conqueſt of their 
country with the moſt rapid ſucceſs, he 
was regularly ſupplied with gunpowder 
and ammunition by this nation of mer- 
chants. 5 


- 


Me are not however to imagine that 
the Dutch are a people deſtitute of great 
and excellent qualities. If ſelfiſhneſs be 
inimical to ſome of the virtues, it is favour- 
able and auſpicious to others. A people 
entirely mercantile muſt not expect to gain 
the approbation of the philanthropiſt and 
the citizen of the world. But, if they are 
deſtitute of the perfections of ſympathy 

| 3 
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and urbanity, they will commonly be 
found excellently formed to figure in the 

theatre of politics. Naturally endowed 
with frugality, energy and patience, 
they will defend their rights with the 
moſt unexampled conſtancy, and, if liber- 
ty ſhould retire from every other part 
of the world, it might be expected to take 
vp its laſt abode among a people, phlegma- 
tic, inflexible and perſevering. If Holland 
cannot be expected to produce perſons of 
elegant manners or philoſophical diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, we may at leaſt claim to find 
in them a nation of patriots. Such was 
the character they exhibited to the world, 
in their long and unexampled reſiſtance to 
the Spaniſh yoke under Philip II. and 
Philip III. 


The firſt tranſaction, that led to the 
war which afterwards took place, illuſ- 
trates the importance of what has been 
related of the Dutch conſtitution. In this 
| inſtance, 
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- inſtance, we behold the remarkable ſpee+ 
tacle of a ſingle commercial city regularly 
opening a negociation with a foreign ſtate. 
That city however was. the capital of 
Amſterdam,” which pays nearly as large a 
proportion of the quota of Holland towards 
the common expenditure, as the province 
of Holland pays when compared with 
the remaining ſix. 80 early as the 4 of 
September 1778, in the ſame year in 
which France had openly declared itſelf 
in favour of America, outlines of a treaty 
of commerce were delineated between 
William Lee, late an alderman of London, 
and now commiſſioner for the American 
Congreſs, on the one part, and John de 
Neuville, authoriſed for that purpoſe” by 
the regency of Amſterdam, on the other. 
Theſe outlines however long continued 
incomplete ; and it was not till Auguſt 
1780, that, Mr. Henry Laurens, late pre- 
ſident of the general congreſs, being ap- 
poiuted ambaſſador to the United Pro- 
| vinces, 
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vinces, there was a W of their n 
carried into execution. 
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In ho mean time e ere Fn 
ferences had ariſen between the Dutch 
republic and the court of London. Early 
in the war ſir Joſeph Vorke, the Engliſh 
' ambaſſador at the Hague, had complained 
of the conduct of the governor « of St. 
Euſtatius, as being too favourable to the ; 
American inſu rgents; and he was accord- 
ingly recalled, In July 1779 fir Joſeph 
Yorke had claimed the ſuccours, which 
the Dutch were bound by treaties to fur- 
niſn to Great Britain, on account of a 
threatened invaſion on the part of France; 
but without effect. Meanwhile the moſt 
fruitful ſource of miſunderſtanding con- 
ſiſted in the proceedings of the Engliſh 
government, in purſuance of their favou- 
rite claim of the ſovereignty of the ſeas, 
The city of Amſterdam, through the me- 
dium of the ſtates general, complained 

| heavily 
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heavily of the interruption experienced by 
their ſhips in trading with France, at times 
when their cargoes contained nothing that 
was contraband. On their part they urged 
the expreſs letter of treaties, in which 
Great Britain had ſtipulated for them a 
liberty, that in practice ſhe did not now 
ſeem willing to concede. But theſe com- 
plaints were ſo far from producing the 
defied effect, that, in a memorable inſtance, 
on the 1 of January 1780 | a conſidera- 
ble fleet of merchantſhips, under the con- 
voy of admiral count Byland and five 
veſſels of war, was interrupted in its pro- 
greſs by an Engliſh ſquadron. Permiſſion 
was demanded by the commodore to viſit 
the merchantſhips, in order to ſearch for 
contraband goods; but this was refuſed by 
the Dutch admiral. The Engliſh com- 
mander perſiſting in his deſign, his boats 
were fired at by the Dutch, arid he re- 
turned a ſhot a-head of the admiral's ſhip. 
A broadſide was now fired by count 

4 By land, 
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Byland, and, being repeated by the Lag. 
liſh, the Dutch immediately ſtruck their 
colours. Such of the merchant ſhips as 
had naval ſtores on board were ſtopped, 
and count Byland was informed, that he 
was at liberty to hoiſt his. colours, and 
proſecute his voyage. The latter however 
he declined, refuſing to quit any part of 
his convoy; and the ſhips of war and 
merchantmen came together into the 
harbour of Spithead. This action was ſuc- 
ceeded in the month of April following 
by a declaration on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, announcing, that, the requiſition of 
ſuccours having received no anſwer from ; 
the ſtates general; the Dutch were no 
longer to be conſidered as a nation con- 
nected with us by friendly treaties, but 
as ſtanding in the diſtant relation of a 


neutral power, 


The erfipreſs of Ruſſia, whoſe riſing 
commerce was one of her moſt favourite 
| of Con- 
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concerns, had probably, previouſly to theſe 
proceedings, meditated ſome meaſures by 
which its ſecurity ſhould be afferted. The 
affair of count Byland appeared to haſten 
| her determination; and on the 26 of 
February ſhe publiſhed a declaration, 
known by the appellation of the armed 
neutrality ; the baſis of which' was, that 
free bottoms ſhould make free goods, and 
its principle to be ſupported by a combined 
fleet, furniſhed by the neutral powers. 
This declaration ſhe notified to the courts 
of London, Verſailles and Madrid; and 
invited to it the acceſſion of all the powers 
not engaged in the war. The declaration 
was beheld from the firſt by the Dutch 
with a favourable eye; but, on account of 
the complicated forms of their conſtitution, 


it did not receive their final concurrence till 
the 18 of December. 


The meditated treaty between the Unit- 
4 | "5 
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ed Provinces and America, had been delay- 
ed during this period from the conſidera- | 
tion, that, however acceptable it might be 
found to the provincial ſtates of Holland, 
ſome of the leſs conſiderable | provinces ” 
were too deeply in the intereſt of the ſtadt- 
holder and of the Engliſh party, for it to 
be expected that they would conſent to it. 
By the Dutch conſtitution the unanimity 
of the ſtates is neceſſary to their reſolutions 
upon important ſubjects. But the friends 
of the treaty regarded it, as delayed, not 
ſuperſeded; and it was in conſequence of 
the ſuppoſition, that matters were growing 
ripe for its execution, that Mr. Laurens 
was deputed as a proper perſon to com- 
plete the negociation. Mr. Laurens was 
taken at ſea by an Engliſh veſſel ; and, the 
outlines of the treaty being found among 
his papers, immediate ſatis faction was 
demanded-in peremptory terms from the 
ſtates general by the court of London. 
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It was inſiſted, that the proceedings of the 
regency of Amſterdam ſhould be formally | 


diſavowed, and that exemplary puniſh- 
ment ſhould be inflicted upon the perſons 
with whom the tran ſaction had originated, 


as diſturbers of the public peace, and vio- 


lators of the rights of nations. Among 


theſe Mr. van Berkel, penſionary of 


Amſterdam, and who was known to be 
one of the moſt active in the ariſtocratical 


party, was particularly ſpecified. , This 


requiſition was delivered | on the 10 of 


November 1780. 


By theſe proceedings the ſtates gene- 
ral were placed in a delicate ſituation. 
Their aſſembly is in reality a body of very 
little power, and can ſcarcely take a ſingle 
ſtep of any moment, without the explicit 
concurrence of the more conſiderable pro- 
vincial ſtates. The inclinations of the 


province of Holland were known to be in 
favour 


1 


ETSY, 


. "0 of the treaty. But the wy” zealous 
advocates of America and France could 
ſcarcely deſire to involve their country in 
an immediate war. Long inured to peace, 
they were extremely ill prepared for the 
commencement of hoſtilities and the 
ſlowneſs of their deliberations would, in 
this event, ſubject them to the greateſt 
diſadvantages. Conſiderations of this ſort 
were probably not without their influence 
upon the Britiſh adminiſtration. A war, 
carried on under ſo many diſadvantages, 
had greatly exhauſted the reſources of 
England; and, if we were to inveſtigate 
ber motives in this proceeding, we ſhould 
probably find, that ſhe was leſs prompted 
by nice honour and irritated pride, than by 
a ſpirit of piracy, and a defire to feed the 
\expences of the war by the valuable cap- 
ures ſhe W to make * the _ 
ation. | 


1 


The manifeſto of Britain, bo which war 
was declared againſt the United Provinces, 
was publiſhed on the 10 of December. 
In this paper it was obſerved, that, from 
a regard to the Dutch nation at large, the 
court: of London wiſhed it were poſſible 
to direct her hoſtilities folely againſt 
Amſterdam ; but, while that city was 
ſuffered. to prevail in the general councils, 


it was impoſlible to reſiſt the aggreſſion of 


ſo conſiderable a part, without contending 
with the whole. Both in the manifeſto, 
and the papers which had preceded it, the 
Engliſh government profeſſed to aſcribe _ 
whatever had been oftenfive on the part of 
the Dutch, to the prevalence of a faction, 
devoted to France, and ever ready to ſacri- 


fice the publie good to its private views. 5 


But, if they expected to ſuppreſs this fac- 
tion by the meaſure now adopted, they were 


doubtleſs extremely miſtaken, The ariſto- 


cratical party. were indeed mortified to be 
taken 


| ER 
taken {6 ill prepared, and were thus in- 
volved in a temporary odium ; but a war 
with Great Britain was the object at which 
they ultimately aimed. Such a conteſt 
muſt ever weaken the party of the ſtadt- 
holder, and tend to involve him in the moſt I 
diſgraceful ſuſpicions ; while, by compel- 
ling the republic into an intimate connec- 
tion with France, the ariſtocratical party 
is led to coaceive freſh ſpirits, and to be 
more bold and inceſſant in its machina- 
tions. 


The commencement of the war, as it 
had been foreſeen, was marked with mul- 
tiplied diſgraces. The merchantſhips of | 
Holland were captured in conſiderable 
numbers, and, in two months from the 
| commencement of hoſtilities, all her ſettle- 
ments in the Weſt Indian iſlands were 


made the unreſiſting prey of the Britiſh 


arms, Miſcarriage in war is the natural 


1 ſource 
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ſource of diſcontent; their inability to 
make an, effectual reſiſtance inevitably 
irritated the minds of the Dutch; and a 


great part of the nation ſuſpected, or pre- 
tended to ſuſpect, that even the force they 

poſſeſſed was not properly and ſincerely 

i directed againſt the enemy. Not yet ripe 
for a direct attack upon the ſtadtholder, 
the ariſtocracy pointed their artillery; 
againſt the perſon next to him in ſitua- 
tion and conſequence, the field marſhal 
prince of Brunſwic. The regency of 
Amſterdam tranſmitted a memorial to the : 
ſtadtholder, ſo early as'the 14 of June 
178 1, in which they repreſented to 
him, that the hatred and averſion of the 
Dutch nation apainſt this miniſter had 
ariſen to ſuch a height; that the moſt diſ- 
agreeable conſequences might juſtly be ap- 
prehended ; and they accordingly ſolicited 
his removal from the adminiftration of 
| affairs, and from the court and perſon of 
the 


OW) 
the ſtadtholder. But in this meaſure the 
town of Amſterdam ſtood alone; and, 
Louis having publicly juſtified his conduR, 
and complained with acrimony of the 
treatment he received, the ſtates. general 
| thought proper to paſs ſome reſolutions in 
vindication of his character. In the mean 
time,. the public diſcontent having found 
an object, the field marſhal was inceſſantly 


attacked in lampoons, ſatirical prints, anỹd 


libels; and theſe alſo the ſtates general 
prohibited by a proclamation. 


Proceedings of this ſort Wire not calcu- 
lated to produce any general convidtion of 
the miniſter s innocence, or to reſtore him 
to the public confidence, Ideas were inſi- 
nuated among the vulgar, that he had an 
exceſſive and illicit attachment to the 
Britiſh nation; and even that he had been 
bribed by the court of London. Various 
were the meaſures adopted againſt him; 
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and, among others, the ſtates of Frieſland 


addreſſed the prince of Orange on the 11 
of March 1782, enforcing the prayer of 


the regency of Amſterdam, and intreating 
the ſtadtholder to perſuade the prince of 
Brunſwic, to withdraw himſelf from the 
affairs of the republic, and to depart out 
of its territories. The prince of Orange 
returned a general anſwer, aſſerting that 
the duke was intirely innocent of what had 
been laid to his charge. It is not indeed to 
be ſuppoſed, that applications of this ſort, 
againſt a man with whom he had been fo 
long and ſo intimately connected, could 
be very agreeable to the ſtadtholder ; but 
they have been merely the prelude to pro- 


ceedings of a more ſerious nature. 


It had been ſurmiſed that the conteſt 
between Great Britain and Holland had 
been owing in ſome degree to the diſtaſte of 


the former to the meaſure of the armed neu- 


trality. 


R 
trality. It was therefore natural, that the 
empreſs of Ruſſia ſhould intereſt herſelf in 
endeavouring that no party ſhould ſuffer, 
for countenancing a meaſure which had 
originated with herſelf ; and that ſhe 
ſhould exert her efforts in endeavouring 
to bring about a ſeparate pacification be- 
tween Great Britain and Holland. Influ- 
enced, it is probable, by this princeſs, the | 
ſtates general came to a reſolution on the 
14 of March, declaratory of -their wil- 
lingneſs to liſten to the overtures of Great- 
Britain, provided the principle of free bot- 
toms making free goods, were explicitly 
ſtipulated as a preliminary conceflion. In 
this ſtate of the proceeding an entire change 
of adminiſtration took place in Great Bri- 
tain, by which the miniſters, in whoſe 
- Councils the Dutch war had commenced, 
were diſplaced ; and thoſe, who. had been 
moſt loud in its condemnation, were 
called into offices. Mr. Fox, who in this 

D4 change 
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change had been appointed ſecretary of 
ſtate for the foreign department, loſt no 
time in giving his ſentiments upon the 


mediation of Ruſſia; and, in two days 
from his coming into office, wrote a letter 
to the ambaſſador of the empreſs, declar- 
ing the readineſs of adminiſtration to nego- 
ciate a ſeparate peace, upon the baſis of 
the conceſſion which was demanded. | 


But, though the Dutch, in order to con- 
ciliate to themſelves the favour of the 
empreſs of Ruſſia, had expreſſed their 
willingneſs to negociate a peace, when 
there ſeemed to be no proſpect of its ſue- 


ceſs, they now felt that they had proceeded. 


too far. The gratification of the views of 
the ariſtocratical party depended entirely 
upon the continuance of the war. They 
had already entered into a ſcheme with the 


court of France, for reciprocal operations 


againſt the common enemy. And they / 
Fit, * 2 had 


Fer 


had obtained a plaitfible este to juſtify 
themſelves to their countrymen, from the 


circumſtance of their Weſt Indian iſlands 
having been recaptured by France in the 
cloſe of the year 158 1, and remaining in 
their hands as a ſort of pledge of their ſide- 
lity. Accordingly a paper was delivered 
on the 12 of June to the Ruffian ambaſ- 
fador at the Hague on the part of the 
ſtates of Holland, declaring their inabi- 


lity during the preſent campaign, to agree 
either to a ceſſation of arms, or to a 
ſeparate peace, without the concurrence of 


his moſt chriſtian ae | 


The « events of the campaign of 1781, 
though they had been productive of no 
ſolid advantage to the United Provinces, : 
had yet been diſtinguiſhed by a very gallant 
action on the part of the republic, between 
a ſmall ſquadron under the command of 


admiral Zoutman, and a ſuperior, fleet of 


Britiſh 
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Britiſh ſigns: ſufficient to prove, that, in 
whatever reſpeQs the Dutch were declined, 


they had not entirely loſt that intrepidity 


and courage, for which they had formerly 


been remarkable in naval affairs. If then a 
campaign thus circumſtanced had been the 
fruitful ſource of unpopularity and cenſure, 
how deeply muſt the re public have been 
mortified at the diſgraceful proceedings of 
the year 1782? The principal project, into 
which the ſtates general had entered with 


the court of Verſailles, was that of ſending 
a ſquadron of not fewer than ten ſhips of 
the line, to reinforce the combined fleets 
of France and Spain in the harbour of 


Breſt. Accordingly, after many vexatious 


| delays, the ſhips of the republic appeared 


ready to ſail upon their principal deſtina- 
tion, about the middle of Auguſt. But, 


inſtead of proceeding as was expected, they 


remained day after day upon the coaſt of 
Holland, till the ſeaſon for action was 
4 noto- 


„ 
notoriouſly elapſed. Of conſequence the 
fleets of the houſe of Bourbon were obliged 
to fail without them; and it was during 
this interval, that admiral lord Howe ſo 
gloriouſly effected the relief of Gibraltar 


in the face of a ſuperior enemy. It was 


impoſſible that the court of France ſhould 
not be Irritated at this flagrant breach 
of their engagements on the part of the 
United Provinces. - The ſurmiſes, Wiiick 
had been already but too generally dif- 
fuſed, of a treacherous miſmanagement 


and lenity in the direction of the war 
on the part of the ſtadtholder, were by ſuch 


an incident as this infinitely ſtrengthened. 
And, in reinforcement of the diſcontents of 
the people, and the inſinuations of the ariſ- 
tocracy, a memorial was now preſented by 
the duke de Vauguyon, the French am- 
baſſador at the Hague, complaining with 
bitterneſs of the failure of the Dutch navy, 
and demanding from the ſtates general a 
ſtrict 


"x 
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ſtrict /xinquiftion into the cauſes of that 
failure. One of the firſt ſteps, which was 
taken in purſuance of this memorial, was 
the demand of a conference with the 
ſtadtholder upon this buſineſs by the fates 
„ | 


- 7 1410 N 
Its was 3 ao of the ns 


| of the prince of Orange during the whole 
of this period, to diſplay an extreme, and, 
1 wil probably be thought, an over anxi- 
ous ſolicitude reſpecting the anonymous 
and underhand attacks of which it was 
fruitful. On the 5 of July ; in the pre- 
ſent year he ſubmitted to the ſecret com- 

mittee of the ſtates general an apology for 
the delay of the ſquadron of admiral 
Hartſncke, which was deſtined for the 

protection of the Norway trade. About * 
month om this period, he again addrefled 
the ſupreme aſſembly, reſpecting a letter 
of the ſtates of Zealand, expreſſive. of their 
dis- 
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qiſſatisfaction in the conduct of the war; 
in reply to which he promiſed an ample 

Juſtification. That juſtification appeared a 
little previouſly to the delivery of Vau- 


. [ ad 


guyon's memorlal. But the ſtadtholder 
was not the only perſon, who ſhewed/him- 
ſelf ſenſible to the obloquy that adhered to 
the affair of Breſt, Several officers of the 
fleet declared themſelves unwilling to ſerve 
in a ſituation that expoſed them to ſo much | 
injuſtice and cenſure. They publicly aver- 
ted, that their not having failed in obedi- 
ence to the orders of the ſtates general, 
was the inevitable conſequence of ö their 
not being accommodated with naval ſtores 
and proviſions for ſo long a voyage. The 
admiralty of Amſterdam, whoſe office it 
was to have ſupplied theſe defects, entered 
an anſwer to the complaints of the 
officers. | | : 
The ariſtocratical party found in the. 
| affair 
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aſſair of Breſt ſufficient ground upon which 
to build their intended machinations, In 
the preceding buſineſs of the field marſhal 
prince of Brunſwic, the ſtates of Frleſ- 
land appeared among the moſt forward of 


conduct which they had then held, a let- 


tet to the ſtadtholder was now prepared 
hy the deputies of one of its diſtricts, full 


of injurious reflections upon his conduct; 
which, though we believe it never receiv- 
ed the ultimate ſanction of the provincial 
ſtates; was however ſtudiouſly diſſemi- 
nated in the ariſtocratical prints. The juſ- 
tification of the prince of Orange was not 
more graciouſly received by the ſtates of 
Holland; and their conduct in this buſi- 


neſs gave occaſion to the firſt example of 


thoſe tumults, by which the enſuing diſ- 
ſenſions of the Dutch have been ſo diſs 


gracefully diſtinguiſhed, The bulk of the 


inhabitants of the Hague have always been 
extremely 


that party, and, in exact analogy to the 


. 

extremely attached to the houſe of Orange: 
In itſelf a village, without manufacture or 
commerce, its proſperity ſolely depends 
upon its being made the ſeat of govern» 
ment; and, if the court were not more 
advantageous to it in this reſpect, than 
the reſidence of the provincial ſtates and 
the ſtates general, its expences were at 
leaſt more ſplendid and attractive. Ac- 
cordingly an addreſs to the prince of 


Orange was prepared about this time, de- 
claring the ſatisfaction of the perſons, 
whoſe ſignatures were annexed, in his high- 
neſs's adminiſtration, and their entire ap- 
probation of his juſtifying memorial. The 
prince, with ſome degree of prudence, 
finding the addreſs to be obnoxious to the 
magiſtracy of the town, as well as to the 
provincial government, ſent a meſſage to 
the perſons concerned, to requeſt that it 
might be ſuppreſſed. The next day how- 
re which was the 6 of December, a 
tumul- 
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| 8 afembly of about guy per · 
ſons, paraded: the ſtreets with orange 
cockades, and at night repaired in a body 

to the exhibition of a ſeu de jois and fire- 
Works in the external ſquare of the palace, 
inſulting at the fame time ſuch as had 
chiefly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the op- 
N to the nnn. 3 
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—— of Holland held -: an z extraordinary 
aflembly upon occaſion of this kind of po- 
pular inſurrection, when the prince de- 
clared in perſon, that, looking on what 
had paſſed as a mere amuſement of the 
citizens, he had given orders to the guard 
not to offer them any interruption. At the 
ſame time he requeſted from the ſtates the 


ſuppreſſion of two news- papers, in which 
the letter had appeared that had been ſub- 
mitted to the province of Frieſland. With 
neither part of the ſtadtholder's repreſen- 
tation 
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tation was the aſſembly diſpoſed- to fit 
dovyn content. It was moved by the de- 


puties of Dort, the moſt ancient town of 
the province, which has been uniformly 
diſtinguiſhed by its republican principles, 
and which is entitled to a precedence over 


the other towns, that the whole matter 


ſhould be narrowly inveſtigated, and pro-—- 


ſecutions ſet on foot againſt the ringleaders 
and principal abettors. The motion was 
ſeconded by the deputies of Amſterdam, 
and received the aſſent of thirteen of the 
confederate towns. Thoſe who voted 


_ againſt it were the towns of the Brille, 


Enchuyſen, and Medemblic, and the de- 
puties of the nobility or equeſtrian order. 
The rioters, finding the matter taken up 
ſo ſeriouſly, took refuge in the duchy of 
Cleves, which forms part of the dominions 


of the king of Pruſſia. 


It was not to be ſuppoſed, that this mo- 
E. narch 
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narch could view with much complaceicy 
the ſtrong and ſyſtematical meaſures of 
dhe ariſtocratical party. The prince of 
Orange had married à daughter of the 
houſe. of Brandenburg, and the king of 
Pruſſia, on this, as well as other accounts, 
| Intereſted himſelf in the preſeryation of 
the exiſting conſtitution of the United Pros - 
vinces. A little previouſly to the events 
we have related; he had directed his am- 
baſſador at the Hague to expoſtulate with 
ſome "diſtinguiſhed members of the ſtates 
general, on the ſubje& of the unhappy . 
internal fermentation which had manifeſt- 
ed itſelf in the republic. And the ſtates 
of Holland having now applied to the 
court of Berlin to deliver up their fugi- 
tives; far from vouchſafing the anſwer 
which was deſired, the king embraced 
. this new opportunity to exhort them not 


to ſuffer themſelves by groundleſs jealou- 


ſies to be precipitated into haſty reſolu- 
| Ons, 
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tions, but on the contrary firm' V to op- 
poſe a dangerous and factious ſpirit of i in- 


novation. Finally! in the following week, oy 


on the 20 of January 178 8 the Pruſſian | 
ambaſſador delivered a memorial to the | 


| ſtates general, in which he ſtrongly 1 in- 


ſiſted yon the private and inſidious views 


of the perſons by whom the preſent oppo- 


ſition had been excited, as well as upon 
the very great obligations that had been 
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conferred on the republic by the princes 

of the houſe of Orange. He warned them 
to reject all propoſitions, tending, to « dimi- 
niſh the juſt prerogatives of the ſtadthol- 


derſhip, and to change the form of govern- 


ment, which had ſo happily ſubſiſted among 
them for ſo long a time, He concluded 
with affuring them, that the king, his 
maſter, Was deeply concerned about the 


fate of the republic, and that the leaſt 


alteration that mi ight be attempted would 
never be deemed indifferent to him. 


E 2 | The 
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The 3 of the * of Pruſſia 
commanded very little attention from the 
Leaders of the ariſtocratical party. Their 
= | plan appears to have been too deeply laid, 
and they were too well aſſured of the pro- 
tection and countenance of the court of 
France to be terrified by the expoſtu- 
lations, or even by the threats of any 
foreign power. Accordingly they em- 
braced an opportunity which now offered 
itſelf of putting an end to a controverſy, 
which had long exiſted between the civil 
and military juriſdiction of the United 
Netherlands. A ſubaltern officer of the 
army was apprehended towards the cloſe 
of the year 1782, charged with a criminal 
_ correſpondence with the Engliſh forces. 
This man was tried before the high court 
of war, an aflembly, whoſe exiſtence had 
been always contemporary with the office 
of ſtadtholder, and capitally convicted. 


But preyiouſly to the execution of his ſen- 
tence, 
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tence, on the night of the 26 of Decem- 
ber, he was ſecretly removed by the direc= 
tion of the ſtates of Holland, from the 
priſon of the court of war, to the priſon 
of the civil department. Towards the 
cloſe of the enſuing May, after that te- 
diouſneſs of deliberation that charaQerizes 
the government of their country, the 
ſtates of Holland annulled the ſentence, 
and ſuſpended the high court of war, 
in conſideration of various inſtances in 
which they had intrenched upon the civil 
juriſdiction, till the pleaſure of the ſtates 
general ſhould be known upon the ſubject. 
This determination was particularly offen- 
five to the ſtadtholder, and drew from 
him a ſtrong remonſtrance, which was 
. preſented to the ſtates of Holland on the 
13 of June 1783. 


Such were the internal tranſactions of 
the United Provinces, during the pen- 
E 3 dency 


le 
deney of the war with Great Britain. Tho 
treaty of commerce between the Dutch and 
the Americans, which had been brought 
forward ſo very early, was completed on 
the 8 of October 1782. In the follow- 
ing month the proviſional articles between 
Great Britain and the United States were 
finally adjuſted; and this event was ſpee · 


Aily ſucceeded by a pacification with the 


reſt of the belligerent powers. As there 
were ſome difficulties in the negociation 
with Holland, and as Great Britain, ſuc- i 
ceſsful againſt this enemy, ſeemed-defirous 
of indemnifying herſelf at their expence, 
for the loſſes ſhe had ſuffered in the gene- 
ral conteſt, the adjuſtment. of the preli- 
minaries of peace were ſuſpended long 
after the negociation with other powers. 
A ceſſation of arms was however concluded + 
on the 10 of February 1783; and the 
peace was adjuſted on the 2 of Septem- 
ber, by which the Dutch were obliged to 

con- 
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concede the town of N ſegapatnam in the 
Eaſt Indies, as well as certain privileges 


of navigation in that part of the world, 
which ſhe had. long and ſucceſsfully mo- 


nopoliſed. 
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ron . 
Inflitution of the er. Diſpute with the 
Emperor. 0 roceed, ings of the gh 4 


WIC, 


HE TRE of the year * 8 was 


not ſpent in idleneſs by the enemies 


of the ſtadtholder. One of the meaſures 
they adopted, with a view to injure his po- 
pularity, and to undermine his preroga- 
tives, was the inſtitution of a eourt of in- 
quiry into the affair of Breſt. As there 
were general and violent ſuſpicions, and 
theſe founded in no ſmall degree of plauſiꝓ- 
bility, of ſiniſter dealings on the part of 
the prince of Orange in producing this 
celebrated miſcarriage ; there was no ſub- 
ject, that could be better calculated to 
leſſen his reputation, and filence his ad- 
herents. It happened, either by accident 

| Or 
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or deſign, that ſeveral of the captains, who | 
had commanded- in this fleet, were ſent 
upon various and diſtant deſtinations under 


the orders of the ſtadtholder. This cir- 
cumſtance both drew out the inquiry into 


an extraordinary length, and afforded far- 
ther room for the aſperſions of the enemies 


of the prince of Orange. 


But a meaſure, much more deciſive in 


its tenor, and from which the party au- 


gured r more important conſequences, was 


2 the - enrolling, in the different provinces 
and cities of the republic, large bodies of 
armed men, under the denomination of 
wry corps or volunteers. It was contrived 
by the ariſtocracy, that theſe bodies thould 
be ſelected in ſuch a manner as to be al- 
ways at the devotion of the republican 
party; and by them probably were the 
expences of this enrolment regularly diſ- 
charged. They had, as it ſhould ſeem, 


fe long = 


. 
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long before this, fixed in their ids the 


object towards which their efforts ſhould 


be directed; 5 and were determined, either 
to ſtrip the ſtadtholder one by one of all 
his political prerogatives, or, in caſe of 
| reſiſtance, to take from him his office, and 


fo return to that condition which had been | 
introduced by John de Witte, when the 


ſtadtholderſhip had been aboliſhed by a 
perpetual edict. Since therefore it was 


poſſi ble, that, in the progreſs of their de- 


bo | ſign, they might, be obliged to have re- 


courſe to arms, by the introduction of 
theſe bodies of volunteers they became 
doubly prepared for that event. In the 
firſt inſtance the appearance they exhibited 
was calculated fo inſpire reſpe& and con- 
fideration into the court of the ſtadt- 


| holder, as well as to ſubdue and keep 


down the ſpirit of popular tumult ; and, 
when either party ſhould draw out their 
forges, theſe free corps would form a re- 
Yr, ſpectable 


11 


FpeQable reinforcement: to that part of the 
army, which the ſtates might expect to 
retain in their ſervice by the quality of 

lawful EINE and e e 


A ſelf-eleAive 8 is not natu · 
rally formed, to be contemplated with an 
eye of favour and attachment on the part 
of its ſubjects. The party of the ſtates in 
Holland endeavoured with much induſtry | 
to ſupply this defect in their inſtitution, 
by continually addreſſing themſelves to the 
paſſions and prejudices of the vulgar. 
Among other meaſures of this tendency, 
they engroſſed to themſelves the direction 
of ſome of the Dutch prints, and were in- 
ceſſant in their diſſemination of libels and 
paſquinades againſt the prince and princeſs 
of Orange. They endeavoured by every 
argument to evince a deep and ſyſtemati- 
cal deſign in the ſtadtholder, to render 
himſelf an abſolute prince, and to reduce 
| the 


1 
the legiſlative aſſemblies of his country to 
an empty name; and they treated his con- 
ſort as the adviſer and inſtigator of theſe 
unconſtitutional and tyrannical projects. 
The ſubject of theſe libels was taken up 
by the king of Pruffia as the topic of a 
paper, addreſſed by him in his own name 
to the ſtates general on the 19 of Maren 
1784. So far however was this paper 
from commanding that attention, which 
might have been expected by ſo celebrated 
a monarch ; that the chief conſequence it 
produced, was a diſcuſſion of the propriety 
of the conduct of the king in the news- 
papers, in the ſame free and unchaſtiſed 
ſtyle of compoſition, which had already 
been employed againſt the prince and prin- 
ceſs of Orange. The king of Pruſſia com- 
plained with acrimony of the treatment 
he received, and pointed out two of the 
Dutch prints, the conductors of which 
ought to be puuiſhed, as an example to 
reſtrain 
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reſtrain the licenciouſneſs of the preſs. 
But his complaints were to no purpoſe ; - 


the printers were arraigned by the regen- 


cies of their reſpective towns, and i in both 


| inſtances acquitted. 


| As the Dutch were at this time involv= 
ed in a controverſy with a foreign prince, 
which appeared fraught with more ſerious 
and formidable conſequences, . than their 


diſcuſſion with the king of Pruſſia. The 
character of the emperor of Germany du- 


ring his whole reign, appears to be that 


of an inceſſant activity, and a reſtleſs ſpirit 
of project. The period i in which he was 


now placed, was favourable to the forma- 
tion of the greateſt deſigns. The principal 
powers of Europe were exhauſted by an 
expenſive war, and it muſt be an object of 
great magnitude, that could be expected 


to make them return again to immediate 


action. Holland was the country moſt 


directly 
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directly ſeated in the midſt of theſe powers; 


and the emperor had every encouragement 
to the formation of his deſigns in the eaſy 


and quiet manner, in which he had been 
ſuffered in the year 1781, to demoliſh the 


Dutch barrier in the Auſtrian N etherlands, 


which had long been faſtened as a mark of 
kumiliation upon his dominions. The mat- 
ters of diſeuſfon, between his provinces 
in the Low Countries, and the Dutch re- 
publie, "which had long formed a! part of 
tholeprovinces, were ſo numerous;'that tile 
difficulty to the emperor appeared to con- 

fiſt, lefs in the diſcovery and pune. 
than in the feleftion of his demands. 


: As a 1 _ theſe 1 the em. 
peror made a propoſal, i in theicloſe of the 
year 1783, of conferences between his 


commiſſioners and the commiſſioners of 


the United Provinces, upon the ſubject of 
25 e boundaries; and to this pro- 


„ poſal 


. 
poſal the Dutch were obliged to aſſent. 
Previouſly to the opening of theſe con- 
ferences, a Variety of petty hoſtilities were 
committed by the emperor with a view to 


the immediate aſſertion of particular claims, 


juſt perhaps as thoſe claims ſuggeſted them · 
ſelves to the caprice of the monarch, Thus 
fort St. Donat and fort St. Paul, places 
that were garriſoned by a body conſiſt- 
ing of a vice-corporal and four men each, 
' were ſeized by the emperor, and his do- 

minions were extended for two or” thres 
miles among the marſhes in the neighbour- 
| hood of Sluys. Thas too the emperor de- 
manded, as a preliminary to the negoci- 
ation, that the Dutch guard-ſhip ſhould 
be removed from before” fort Lillo, in ae- 
knowledgment that one of the imperial 


claims was the free navigation of the 
Schelde, a few miles further towards the f 
ſea than it was at preſent enjoyed by his 
ſubjects; and with this demand the ſtates 

6 very 


a 
very wiſely complied. The conferences 
were opened at Bruſſels on the 24 of 
April 1784; and the liſt of demands 
which was now delivered in by the impe- 
rial plenipotentiaries, related chiefly to 
theſe extenſions of boundaries, together 
with the requiſition of various ſmall ſums 
of money, declared to be debts on the part 
of the republic, contracted from the be- 
ginning to the · middle of the preſent cen - 
tury. The only claim of any importance 
appears to have been that upon the town 
and diſtrict of Maeſtricht, a very conſider- 
able poſſeſſion of the Dutch upon the river 
Maeſe, and at ſome diſtance from the reſt 
of their territories. The negociations were 
drawn out into length, and the ſtates were 
ſorward to ſolicit the mediation of the 
court of Verſailles, | 


The ſame ſpirit of good ſenſe and mo- 
deration does not appear to have been diſs 
played 
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played by the Dutch in à diſpute, in 


which they were involved at this time with 


the republic of Venice. A Greek adven- 
turer had taken up his reſidence in the 


United Provinces; and, introdueing him 


ſelf with letters of recommendation from 


ſignor Cavalli, the Venetian ambaſſador 


at the court of Naples, had defrauded to 
a conſiderable amount, certain mercantile 


houſes'in the city of Amſterdam. Juſtice 


was demanded in favour of theſe merchants 
by the Dutch government, and, the de- 
linquents being arraigned at Venice, the 


needy adventurers were caſt in judgment, 
and fignor Cavalli was acquitted. Of con- | 


ſequence no reimburſement was the fruit 


of this trial; and the citizens of Amſter- 
dam, in the true ſpirit of commerce, de- 


manded, that the ſentence ſhould be ſet 
alide; and the queſtion be brought afreſh 


before the courts of juſtice. This was re- 8 
fuſed by the ſenate of Venice, as contrary 
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to their laws, and contrary to the ſpirit of 
criminal juriſprudence. Irritated at the 
refuſal, the ſtates. general took up the 
queſtion as a national affair, and on the 
g of January 1784 ordered the immediate 


detention of ſuch ſhips of Venice, as ſhould 


be found in the ports of the Dutch republic. 
Upon further remonſtrance, theſe orders 
were withdrawn in the following month, 
and the matter was again put into. a train 
of negociation. If this affair deſerves not 
to be recorded from its intrinſic impor- 


tance, it is at leaſt worthy of our notice, 
as an exhibition of the ſpirit of conducting 


public affairs in a commercial republic, 


Another affair, which engaged the atten- 


tion of the ſtates of the United Provinces | 


towards the commencement: of the year 
1784, was the negociation of a treaty of 
alliance with the court of France. A pro- 
poſition in favour of ſuch a treaty was firſt 
5 voted 


t 


voted in fe ſtates of brecht on the 5 
of February 3 and it was ſpeedily adopted, 
though with ſome variations reſpeQtiny g the 


ſpirit and object of the intended treaty, by 
the other provitices of the republik Ie 
was refolved by the ſtates general on the 
26 of May; and on the 10 of Auguſt 
outlines of the treaty, as they had been 
adjuſted by the commiſſio oners of the two 
countries, were laid before the different 
ſtates for their approbation. Thus the 
ariftocratical party, at the ſame time 
that they were purſuing thoſe meaſures 
of intetior government, which led moſt 
immediately to their object, were draw- 
ing cloſer the bonds of amity with the 
only power, which favoured their deſigns, 
and whoſe aſſiſtance they might expect, if 
they were interrupted by the intervention 
of any of the ſovereigns of Europe in fa- 
vour of the n 
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The inſtitution of the free corps, which 
was introduced nearly at the ſame time in 


the different towns and provinces of the 
republic, was not every where received 
with paſſiveneſs and ſubmiſſion. A tu» 
| mult, which laſted ſeveral days, was 
excited on this ſubje& on the 3 of April 
in the city of Rotterdam; and the volun- 
teers were imprudent enough, by a pre- 
cipitate fire upon the rioters, to irritate ſtill 
more deeply the diſaffection and hatred 
they had already excited. In conſequence 
of theſe proceedings the regency of Rot - 

terdam | thought proper temporarily to 
ſuſpend the meetings and public exer- 
ciſes of the volunteers. But the popular 
commotion was not thus ſubdued; and, 
as the enliſtment of the volunteer corps 
was {till continued, the populace roſe upon 
them again in the month of July, tore 


their ſtandard to pieces, and committed 
ſeveral other outrages. The buſineſs at 
L length 
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Wag became fo ſerious, that the ſtates | 
of Holland appointed a committee of their 
body to repair to the ſpot, make a ſtrict 
Inquiſition into all that had paſſed, 1 
draw up a report accordingly. | 9 


But the moſt important af 
that followed upon the enrolment of the 
free corps, were not thoſe that took place 
in the city of Rotterdam. The projects, 
that had been formed in the United 
Provinces, were the reſult of the republican 
ſpirit, which had diffuſed itſelf in various 
quarters of the globe in conſequence of 
the defection of America. But the 
genuine fruits of this ſpirit were not 
ariſtocratical. The leaders of the party 
againſt the ſtadtholder, in endeavouring to 
demonſtrate the folly of ſubmitting to the 
overweening influence of one man, and 
ſtill more of ſuffering him to uſurp an 
„ TREES F 3 abſolute 
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abſolute. power in a free ſtate, were obliged - 


frequently to appeal to the origin of govern» 


ment, to the rights of the people, and to 


the * indefeafible claim, that every man 
poſſeſſes to an equal voice in the governs 
ment of his country. Theſe arguments 
were not thrown away upon the inhabi- 
tants of the United Provinces. They con- 
ceived, that, in a period of general revolu- 
tion and improvement, it became them 


alſo to advance their claims, and affert 


their rights. They thought, that, at a 
time when the ariſtocracy were induſtri- 
ouſly forming various bodies of armed 
men for the inforcement of their, demands, 
they too would do wiſely to aſſociate, and 
apply themſelves to the exerciſe of arms, 


Thus the bodies of armed citizens became 


gradually more numerous than the party of 
oppoſition intended ; and many of theſe 
bodies, entirely out of the ſphere of their 

2 | influence, 


l 
influence, were better diſpoſed to inforce 
- the demands of the people, than the de- 
mands of the magiſtrates. 


The firſt ſteps, that were taken in 
purſuance of the ideas of democratical 
. reform, were in the city of Utrecht. 
| Towards the cloſe of the year 1783, two 
thouſand. two hundred and forty three 
heads of families ſigned a petition, which 
was prefented to the ſtates of the province, 
to demand the abolition of the regulation 
of regency, that had been eſtabliſhed in 
1674 by William III, and that gave to the 
ſtadtholder an almoſt unlimited power of 
modelling the magiſtracies of the towns 
according to his pleaſure. At the ſame 
time an addreſs to the ſtadtholder was 
Prepared, endeavouring ta point out to | 
him, what were the proper and equitable 
limits of his prerogative, and what was the 
ſpecies of privilege to which the inhabi- 
tants were fairly and fully entitled. This 
1 addreſs 


TJ 


addreſs was ſigned by ſeven hundred and 
twenty five of the moſt conſiderable 


burghers of Utrecht. 


The regulation of regency was judici- 
ouſly ſelected by the democratical party, 
as being an ordinance, that was not leſs 
obnoxious to the body of the magiſtracy, 
than it was to the citizens. The event 
has ſufficiently proved, that they did not 
confine their ideas to the reduction of 
the influence of the prince of Orange. 
But their magiſtrates, either animated 
by more liberal ideas than the bulk of 
the ariſtocracy, or deceived by the ſpe- 
ciouſneſs of the preſent propoſal, received 
the demand of the burghers with much 
complacency, and ſpeedily proceeded to 


adopt a very deciſive mode of diſplay- 
ing their approbation. A vacancy had 
taken place i in the ſenate in the com- 
mencement of the year 1784, by the 
reſignation of one of its members, On the 

| day 


1 
day previous to that on which the nomi- 
nation was to take place, the magiſtrates 
and ſenators reſolved by a conſiderable 
majority, to comply with the ſpirit of the 
Petition of the burghers, and to fill up the 


vacancy without any regard to the regula- 
tion of 1674. Accordingly on the 20 of 
January, no previous communication 
having been made to the ſtadtholder, they 
elected Mr. Voet van Winſen, ſenator of 


Utrecht. This election was immediately 
made the ſubject of a warm remonſtrance 
from the prince of Orange to the ſtates of 


the province. 


Thus far we may conceive the ariſto- 
cracy to have acted principally from a re- 
gard to their own privileges. But the 
meaſures adopted by them in the ſubſe- 
quent April, either from a ſincere love of 
liberty, or from a deſire to guard and 
{ſtrengthen the innovation they had already 

made, 
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made, were ſtill more conſiderable. At 
this time a proclamation was publiſhed by 
the regency, and copied by two other 
towns of the province, Amersfort and . 
Wyk, inviting the citizens, burghers and 
houſeholders, feverally to propoſe their 
ideas and projects for the reform of their 
| Internal conftitution. Two ſenators were 

named by the regency of Utrecht to re- 
ceive the propoſals ; and the provincial 
Mates, in concert with the magiſtracy, 
_ chaſe a committee of nine perſons out of 
their body, by whom the projects, that 
might be ſuggeſted, ſhould be ultimately 
examined. At the ſame time a number of 


burghers, to the amount of twelve hundred, 
united to chuſe twenty ſeven delegates, to 
cooperate with the committee of the ſenate 
in this important deliberation. In the in- 
terval the regency of Wyk, in imitation of 
that of Utrecht, proceeded to exerciſe, at 

leaft 
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leaſt proviſonally, the right of fling up 
the vacancies that ſhauld og un. 


In the midſt of theſe i important 2 | 
the perſonal controverſy of the field mar- 
ſhal prince of Brunſwic might well have 
been forgotten. But this unfortunate 
miniſter, by the imprudence of his conduct, 
ſolicited to him, in ſpite of themſelves, the 
attention of the ſtates. In the beginning 
of May the field marſhal, being then at 
Bois le Duc, took upon him to ſtop a meſ- 
ſenger diſpatched by the ſtates for the 

| town of Maeſtricht, Irritated at fo extra- 
ordinary an aſſumption of power, all the 
inveteracy of the magiſtrates againſt him g 
was inſtantly revived. Suſpicions had long 
been entertained, that improper promiſes 
had been made to him by the prince of 
| Orange, to induce him to remain in his 
ſervice, at the time that the ſtadtholder 

became major, Rumours had been pro- 
| pagated, 
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pagated, 'that theſe promiſes had even been 
reduced to writing, and were in direct 
oppoſition to the principles of the Dutch 
conſtitution. Upon this occaſion the 
ſtates of Holland deputed three of their 
body, Mr. van Bleiſwyk, grand pen- 
fionary of Holland, Mr. de Gyzelaar, pen- 
ſionary of Dort, and Mr. van Berkel, pen- 
ſionary of Amſterdam, the moſt active of 
their body, to confer with the ſtadtholder 
reſpecting this paper, and the other com- 
plaints they had made againſt the prince 
of Brunſwic. The prince refuſed to anſwer 
their interrogatories, but informed the 
ſtates in writing, that, finding the paper in 
queſtion had been a ſubje& of ſcandalous 
ſurmiſes, he had for ſome time determined 
to publiſh it in his own vindication, and 
that it ſhould be delivered to them i in 2 


peg _ 


The Gier had not been miſtaken 
"Hp. in 


N 
in their ideas of the tenour of this paper. 
At the ſame time that the field marſhal 
2 engaged himſelf to the prince in the cha- 
racter of miniſter, the prince on his part 
promiſed him his conſtant protection, and 
engaged to indemnify him N from any 


charges, that the government of the United 


Provinces might, in any future time, make 


againſt him. In this paper therefore the © 


party found every thing to juſtify them in 
the moſt rigorous proceedings. The ſtates 
of Frieſland, who, in ſeveral. preceding in- 
ſtances, had been moſt forward in their op- 
poſition to the ſtadtholder, were the firſt 
to declare the paper unconſtitutional, of no 
authority, and void; and to demand of the 
field marſhal, that he ſhould depart out of 
their territories, allowing him at the ſame 
time to retain his appointments and emo- 
luments. The reſolution of Frieſland was 
immediately followed by the province of 
Holland. The "ſtates of Guelderland on 

| the 
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1 
che other hand, the invariable advorates 
and ſupporters of the prince of Orange, 
far from imitating the condutt' of Frief: © 
land, wrote a letter to the ſtadtholder, 
thanking him for having communicated to 
them the paper in queſtion, and aſfuring 


him, that they perceived nothing in its 
contents, but what was perfe8tly conſtitus - 
tional and NR 


| The prince of Chinn being unwilling, 
in conſideration of the odium under which 
he laboured, to give up his faithful minis 


ſter and friend, the meaſures that have 


been related, were followed up by a ſolemn 
and ſeparate deputation from the towns of 
Dort, Haarlem, Amſterdam and Rotter- 
dam, requeſting him to comply with the 
wiſhes of the nation, and to lay his in- 
junctions on the prince of Brunſwic to 


reſign, in the gentleſt and moſt honourable 


manner, the offices he hold under the ap- 
a 


[ * 1 
pointment of the ſtates general. But this 
| meaſure was not more ſucceſsful. Of cons 
ſequence the ſtates of Holland came to an 
ultimate refolution on the 8 of Auguſt; 
diſmiffing the field marthal from their 
ſervice, commanding him to withdraw out 


of their territories, and directimg the troops 
of the province to yield him no future 


obedience. The affirmative of this queſtion 
was ſupported by the deputies of Dort, 
Haarlem, Leyden, Amſterdam, Gouda, 
Gorcum, Alkmaar, Monnikedam, and 
Purmerent. The deputies of Rotterdam 
and Schiedam voted againſt it, declar- 
ing at the ſame time their entire diſap- 
probation of the paper in diſpute. The 
party of the field marſhal was ſupported by 


the deputies of the nobility, and of the 


towns of Delft, the Brille, Edam, Me- 
demblic, and Hoorn. The reſolution of 
the ſtates of Holland was adopted in the 
beginning of October by the provincial 5 
Up | ſtates 
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| ſtates of Utrecht. In the mean time, the 


prince of Brunſwic, tired with his in- 
effectual ſtruggle againſt the predominant 


power, and having firſt made a vain at- 


tempt at his own juſtification, reſigned his 
employments in the ſervice of the ſtates 
general on the 14 of October 1784. 


1 

2 
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clan of ihe . chelde Prien Fa 75 5.4 
peror.— D. iſenfions. in Holland —Progreſs 
of the Democracy. —FS tadtholder deprived of 
the Command of the Garri Ven at the H. Ber. | 


1 the moment in which the Dutch 
thus diſmiſſed their commander i in 
chief with diſgrace and contumely, they 
ſeemed ready to be involved, without all 
| poſſibility of retreat, in the horrors of 
war. 'The conferences, that were held at 
Bruſſels between the commiſſioners of the 
ates general and of the emperor, were for 
a long time tedious, barren and un- 
intereſting ; and ſeemed to imbibe the flow 
and procraſtinating ſpirit, which is peculiar 
to the Dutch conſtitution. But the emperor, 
who was naturally confident in the number 
and diſcipline of his armies, and whoſe 


character was vivacity and impatience « even, 
. 


1 

to 4 degree of caprice, was not diſpoſed 
to brook theſe ſlow and interminable dif 
cuſſions. Beſide this, he had probably 
altered his manner of thinking, in relation 
to the nature of his claims, Feeling, as he 
had done, the favou rable ſituation in which 
he was placed, and actuated by that ſpirit 
of partition and rapacity, which appears to 
form the character of the northern ſove- i 
reigns, he advanced bis original demands, 
without having firſt ſufficiently reflected, 
what were thaſe acquiſitions, which would 
form the moſt valuable addition to the 
territory he at preſent poſſeſſed. | 


The voice of Europe at length inf; pired 
the emperor with conceptions more worthy 
of a great monarch, His dominions in 
the Netherlands were watered by a noble 
ſtream, the Schelde, which had proved the 
fource of riches at that time unequalled 
upon the face of the globe. Antwerp and 
Venice were three centuries ago what Tyre 
and Alexandria had been in the annals of 
- antiquity. 
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antiquity. When the ſeven provinces, | 
which now conſtitute the DutcH republic, 
had chaſtiſed fo ſeverely and ſucceſsfully 
the ambition of Spain, they did not termi- 
nate their victorĩes, but by faſtening on the 
country, which had formerly been their 
tyrant, the moſt ſignal marks of ignominy 
and diſgrace. The principal of theſe was, 
the ſhutting up by a ſolemn compact the 
navigation of the Schelde. Thus it was 
that Amſterdam became what Antwerp had 
been before, and that the flow and danger- 
ous navigation of the Texel gained a pre- 
ference over the bounties which nature 
had beſtowed upon the Auſtrian dominions. 


But, however juſt this puniſhment might 
have been for the demerits of ambition and | 
deſpotiſm, it appeared to commit too great 
4 violence upon nature to, bid fair for per- 
manency. The river in queſtion was the 
inheritance- of the citizens of Antwerp, 

and neither their ſovereign nor themſelves 
155 62 could 
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could juſtly-deprive them of the benefits. 
of ſo inalienable a poſſeſſion. Ina reclaimer 
of this ſort, the voice of juſtice and truth 


ſpoke too loudly in their favour, to be 


miſtaken for the voice of encroachment 
and ambition. To demand therefore the 
free navigation of the Schelde from Ant- 
werp to the ſea, at the ſame time that 
it was an object infinitely more valuable 
than the forts of Kruickſhanck and Lillo, 
or even than the city of Maeſtricht, was to 
advance a claim, in which the tacit con- 


viction of Europe muſt at leaſt have been 


| in favour of the emperor, and in which 
bis ſucceſs muſt. be attended with the ac- 
elamations and the gratitude of thouſands 


of his ſubjects. | e 


2% The monarch then, having entered into 
theſe views, delivered in his ultimatum to 
the commiſſioners at Bruſſels on the 23 
of Auguſt. In this paper he obſerved, 
chat various difficulties had occurred in the 
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i 
: diſcuſfon of the claims which he had ad- 
vanced; adding in the mean while, that 
nothing was more ardently deſired by him, 
than a ſpeedy termination of differences, 
and an entire harmony with the govern- 
ment of the republie. To evince the ſincerity 
of his profeſſions, he offered to depart from 
his juſt demand upon Maeſtricht, and to 
moderate his other claims, in conſideration | 
of the free and unlimited- navigation of the 
Schelde in both its branches to the ſea, 
The concluſion of his memorial did not 
entirely correſ pond with theſe amicable 
profeſſions. He remarked, that he doubted 
not, that ſo ſtriking an inſtance of his 
good will would be accepted with eager- 
neſs by the ſlates; that accordingly he 
had thought proper to conſider the river 
as open from the date of this paper; and 
that, upon the ſuppoſition of any inſult 
being offered to the imperial flag in the 
execution of theſe ideas, he ſhould be 
obliged to conſider it as à direct hoſtility, 

„„ "IF 5 
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and a formal declaration of war n the part 
enn pore n don 

The And were far from entering into 
the ſentiments with which the emperor 
ſoughit to inſpire them. Their reply to his 
memorial was decifive and peremptory. 
They were fatisfied, that fo infidious a de- 
mand muſt have originated inthe ſuggeſtion 
of evil counſellors ; and that the imperial 
claimant did not fully underſtand the value 
of bis requiſition, They-obſerved, that, in 

eſtabliſhing ſuch a demand, the emperor | 
' muſt contravene the treaty, by which they 
had been acknowledged independent ſtates, 
and the treaty, by which he had been put 
in poſſeſſion of the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
They conſidered their proſperity, their dig- 
nity, and their - exiſtence, as inſeparably 
connected with the ſovereignty of the 

| Schelde, It was a claim from which they 
would never depart; and they proteſted 
5 againſt 
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againſt the miftonſtruing any ſtep, which 
they might be obliged to take according 
to the cuſtom of nations in aſſertion of it, 
Into a violation of the pacific diſpoſition | 
they ſhould” always entertain te owards his 
AYES xe. 


Their FT thou gh not preci pitate 


in his meaſures upon this occaſion, ap= - 


peared however reſolute and unalterable. 
The value, which he aſctibed to the naviga- 
tion he claimed, feemed to bear a proportion 
to the lateneſs with which the conception : 


had entered! wy is N 88 Th e of 5 


tion. 11 in | Offober a veſſel failed from 
Antwerp, with the intention of aſcertain- 
ing, whether or not its paſſage would be 
permitted to the ſea,” Its departure was 
hailed by the inhabitants with ſhauts and 
acclamations, and. they ſeemed to behald 
the glory of their city reviving from its 
| | _— the i ; 
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aſhes. | On the 8 of October this, veſſel 


P artired before Lillo. A requeſt was ſent, 
on the part of the Dutch commander i in 
the fort, intreating them peaceably to 
deſiſt from their purpoſe. This demand 
being refuſed, a charge of powder, and 
then a ſingle ſhot was fired from Lillo 


againſt the imperial veſſel. But ſuch, ad- 
monitions producing no effect, the fort at 


length poured its whole broadſide upon 
the ſhip, though in ſuch a manner as 


. 


to wound none, or only a ſingle perſon on 


board. In conſequence of this ſtep, the 
Auſtrians ſurrendered; and, the diſappoint- 


ment of the people of Autwerp being 1 in 
proportion. to the hopes they had medi- 


tated, the veſſel was received on its re- 


turn with throwing of ſtones, and every ö 


other mark of indignation and contempt. 


The emperor appears by no means to 


how: expected ſo reſolute a proceeding on 
the 
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che part of the Dutch. He felt that he 
had now gone too far to recede; and pre- 


parations were made for the immediate 


commencement of hoſtilities. The con- 
ferences of Bruſſels were broken up on the 


30 of Oftober. 1 Three days after, this, 
baron Reiſchach, the imperial, ambaſſador 


* the Hague, Was recalled; and at the 
fame time circular letters to the different 
powers of Europe were publiſhed, both a 
by the Auſtrians and the Dutch, which 
fell little ſhort of a declaration of war. 
On the 7 of November the Dutch had | 
| recourſe to their uſual means of defence in 


the laſt extremity, by opening the fluices, 


and cutting the dykes 1 in the neighbour- | 


hood of Lillo. The alarm was taken by 
the Auſtrian troops; guns were fired along 
the country; and a conſiderable party of 


their forces, under the command of the | 


prince of Ligne, were. drawn out upon the 


* 


margin of theſe hoſtile inundations. = 
Thus 
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+ Thus far the court of France had held 

itſelf in a ſtate of neutrality. Their con- 

nections with the emperor were of a very 

itititnate kind, and they were by no means 
deſitous to interrupt their harmony with 
this monarch. The public tranſactions of 
Europe for many years had been carried 
on by a ſort of colluſion between thoſe 
powers, who, in caſe of a continental rup- 
ture, would infallibly have ranged them - 
ſelves on oppoſite ſides; and each party 
A had' found its advantage m this mode of 


progeeding. But, if the Fretich owed 4 
certain degree of forbearance and manage- 


ment to the emperor, they owed much 


more to the Dutch. The fituation, in 
| which they wiſhed to behold the republic, 
was that of an inferior power, protected by 
heir alliance, and from whom they might 
upon an emergency derive all the benefits 
of the firideſt correſpondence. Theſe 


ideas had been for a. conſiderable time 
improving 
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improving by their intrigues with the 
ariſtocratical party; and the articles of 
time adjuſted, the principles of which 


amounted to little leſs than a political 
union. This treaty waited to receive the 


laſt formalities, only till the preſent miſs 


peror. 
In purſuance of theſe ideas, a letter was 
_ addreſſed. on the 20 of November from 


the king of France to the emperor, and is 


ſad to have been written in the king's 


© own hand. The contents of this paper 


bore a reſemblance to the manifeſto of the 
ſtates general. The king made an elabo- 


rate diſtinction between the claims which 


had been advanced at Bruſſels early in 
May, and the preſent propoſal for opening 
the Schelde. With reſpe& to the former 
he held himſelf neutral; but the latter 

could 


92 

e not be regarded in the ſame point of 7 

It was a privilege exerciſed by the 
1 for one hundred and fifty years: 
it had been confirmed in a variety of 
treaties; and it was indeed a proviſion upon 
which their exiſtence depended. - With 
theſe: ideas he ſtrongly urged upon the 
emperor the liſtening to the voice of mo- 
deration and humanity, and the renewing 


the conferences under his mediation. In 


the mean time the interference of France 
was not confined to expoſtulations. An 
army was formed under the command of 
marſhal Broglio and the count de Stain- 
ville, in the neighbourhood of Luxemburg. 
At the ſame time the empreſs of Ruſſia 
preſented a memorial to the ſtates in fa- 
vour of the emperor; and the king of 
Pruſſia appeared to be making prepara- ö 
tions, in caſe of extremity, to ſuccour the 
Dutch. Thus the different powers of 
Eufope ſeemed returning to their natural 
habits 
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habits of alliance, which had been ſuſs 
pended. for a time during * war of 
ee W N n | 2 70 


be faults and the follies of ths Sigg | 


ſovereign are not ſuch as to exclude from 


his breaſt many virtues. Among theſe may 
be reckoried as principal, an ardent defire 
for the happineſs of his ſubjects, and an 


honou rable averſion for the calamities of 


war. It was not long therefore, before 


the preſent appearance of the European 


powers produced the deſired effect upon 


his mind. Influenced by the remon- 
ſtrances of Holland and F ai the em- 
peror receded from his demand of the na- 
vigation of the Schelde, and quickly re- 
turned to his original claim upon Maeſ- 


tricht ; to which was now added an exem- 


plary ſatisfaction for the inſult upon his 
flag. as an indiſpenſable preliminary to the 


revival of any fort of negociation. In- 


| 3 duced 
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duced pethaps, partly by the diſappoints 
ment and humilistion he experienced in 


his favourite demand, and partly by the 
capricious reſtleſſneſs of his nature, we 


find the emperor at this time ſingularly in- 


volved in the purſuit of a variety of ob- 


jcQs, contradictory to and deſtructive of 


- each other. The projects of reform, both 


eccleſiaſtical and civil, in which he had 
long been engaged, were not ſuſpended. 
And, if theſe were wiſe and humane in 
their principle, they were however ſo ſud- 
den, fluctuating and tranſient, as to be 


productive, rather of torment than benefit 


to his ſubjects. Many of his plans had, 


befide this, an inherent abſurdity and im- 
praQticableneſs; and they were all of them 


too much imbued with the ſpirit of 
deſpotiſm and monarchical encroachment. 


An edict, publiſhed by the emperor about 


this time againſt emigration, in which: 
force, not inſinuation, was employed as the 
inſtrument of retaining bis ſubjeQs in his 
dominions, 


n will peobably 
thoſe meaſures, which reflect the leaſt ere; 
dit on their . abe. wel; jen nad 


The H upgarians, the ;dolatars of . 
for time immemorial, and who had ſcarcely 
been able in any inſtance quietly te brook the 
ſceptre of a ſovereign, could not be expect- 
ed greatly ta reliſh the arbitrary principles 
of Joſeph II. This fort of diſaffection, 
which ſeemed to threaten the moſt fatal 
conſequences in this quarter af his domi- 
nions, broke out in the cloſe of the year 
1784 in extreme violence among the 
more barbarous inhabitants of Tranſylvania. 
As the inſurgents are ſaid to have amounted 
to fifteen thouſand men, they muſt neceſſi- 
rily have engaged no mean ſhare of attention 
from the court of Vienna, The emperor 

however found leiſure about the ſame. pe- 
riod, to engage in preparations. for the 
election of a. ſucceſſor, under the denomi- 


nation of king of the Romans. .To facts 
fy | |  Itate 
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* Bite is Pepe the Pep do ce 
ninth elector, in order to fill up the num- 


ber of the electoral college. But, while 
he was ſupported i in this object by the em- 


preſs of Ruſſia, his endeavours were in- 
duſtriouſiy traverſed by the ry 
2 and France. STE T7. ww 


15 the mean time 3 


— in which the emperor was at this 
. time engaged, was for the obtaining from 


the elector of Bavaria the ceſſion of his 
dominions in Germany, in conſideration 


of the Auſtrian Netherlands, which were 
to be ſettled in perpetuity upon him and 


his ſucceſſors, under the denomination of 
the kingdom of Auſtraſia. To account 


| for this proceeding in the head 4G ehis eh 
pire, it is neceſſary tffit we ſhould either 
| ſuppoſe, that his claim firſt of the naviga- 


tion of the Schelde, and now of Maeſtricht, 


was made upon principles of abſtract phi- 


lanthropy, from which he neither expect- 


ed ; 


- 


3 


ed nor deſired to din any perſonal bene« 
fit; or we muſt coticeive, that, by a fort of 
nt revolution of ſentiment, the miſ- 

rriage of his project upon the Schelde, 
Kt him. a diſtaſte. for. the very climate, 
through which that beautiful- river poured 
its ſtreams. The acquiſition of Bavaria 
would undoubtedly have been an ineſtima- 
ble addition to his poſſeſſions, and might 5 
in its conſequences have involved the ſub- 
jugation of Germauy. But there was lit. 4 
tle probability, 1 that a country, made up 
of three hundred independent ſtates, each 
of them exquiſitely jealous of its little ca- 7 
talogue of prerogatives, would be the quiet = 
ſpectator of ſo important a revolution. All 88 
the powers of Europe had ſhown themſelves 

watchful over what, by an abuſe of the _ 

term, has been ſtyled the liberties of Ger- 
many, and muſt have been expected to be 
rouſed from their ſupineneſs by ſo mortal 
an attack. This dangerous project was 


early detected by TOE and ſuperior | 
intelligence 
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intelligence of the king « of "Profita ia. Its 
reſult was a league, formed by ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable princes of Germany, for 
the preſervation of the balance of the em» 
pire ; ; and the immortal Frederic put 
himſelf at their head. | 


The affair, which it remains for us to 
relate, i is ſo obſcure and myſterious i in its 
nature, that it is not eaſy to aſcertain whe- 
ther or no it is to be claſſed among the 
projets of Joſeph 11. The prince of 
Brunſwic, ex-field-marſhal of the United 
Provinces, when he had quitted that coun- 


try, had withdrawn himſelf no farther than 


Aix la Chapelle ; ; and all the inſtances of 
his nephew, the reigning duke of Brunſ- 
wic were ineffectual to prevail upon him 
to proceed for the capital of Wolfenbuttle. 
In the mean time he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by his conſtant attendance upon the re- 
views of the imperial troops, and, though 


| near ſeventy years of age, the inclemency 
of 


1 99] 
of the ſeaſon could not reſtrain hirn 


from this exertion.” Ile is ſaid to have 


remained upon theſe occaſions for two 


hours together expoſed to the wind and 


the ſnow. It was obſerved of him with 
ſome bitterneſs by his enemies, that he 
would never have ſworn, when he quitted 
the territories of the ſtates, always to have 
regard to their ſafety, if he had not wiſh- 
ed to lull them into a falſe ſecurity. Be 
this as it will, information was laid, in the 


month of February 178 5, before the ſtates a 


general by the rhingrave of Salm, an of- 
ficer in the Dutch ſervice, of a deſign for 


betraying the town of Maeſtricht into the 


hands of the emperor, The rhingrave, | 


being 'farther preſſed upon the ſubject, 
acknowledged that his intelligence was re- 
ceived from the king of Pruſſia. The 


monarch, though extremely chagrined at 


being thus made to appear in the charac- 
ter of an informer, acknowledged, that he 
had communicated ſome ſuſpicious circum- 
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curate inquiry was mea d by 
order of the ſtateee.. 
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The ſearch was ſaid to have com- 
menced too late. Mr. van Slype, the chief 


magiſtrate of the republic reſident at 


Maeſtricht, was arreſted, and a correſpon- 
dence was diſcovered between him and the 


4 prince of Brunſwic. But after the ſtrict- 
eſt examination, nothing treaſonable could 


be detected in this correſpondence ; and van 
Slype, after ſome months detention in priſon, 
was ſet at liberty. / His reception at Maeſ- 
tricht, the inhabitants of which appear to 
have been attached to the republic; demon- | 
ſtrates, that the truth! of the plot was nat 
generally believed. The people went out 


in great numbers to meet their magiſtrate 


upon his return, and welcomed him with 
all poſſible tokens of acclamation and re- 


ſpect. It frequently happens, that the 
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imputation of one plot is the parent of the 
imputation of another. Thus it was in 
the preſent inſtance. Soon after the affairs 
we have related, certain perſons of no in- 
conſiderable conſequence were ſaid to be 
detected in an engagement with the repub- 
lic, to ſeize, either by ſtratagem or vio- 
lence, 'upon the papers of the duke of 
Brunſwic; and they were accordingly 
thrown into priſon. But this rumour, 
like that which preceded it, has never re- 
ceived any proper elucidation, 


Immerſed, as the republic appears to 
have been at this time, in its tranſactions 
with foreign ſtates, its internal diſſenſions 
were not completely ſuſpended. The con- 
duct of the ſtadtholder through every part 
of the buſineſs, bears the amp of weak- 
neſs and impolicy ; and all his meaſures ap- 
pear to have been adopted, at the very mo- 
ment that was leaſt favourable to their ex- 
poſted ſucceſs, As an inſtance of his inju- 

©, dicious 


1 


dicious and degrading attention to popular 
rumour, it may not be improper to men- 
tion a ſingular ſtep, which was adopted by 
him in November 1784. The inquiry 
into the affair of Breſt was ſtill depending; 
and, a report having been whiſpered, that 
admiral count Byland had at length ex- 
preſsly charged the failure of the expedi - 
tion upon the ſtadtholder, and produced a 
letter from him inimical to the proſperity 
of the republic, the prince of Orange 
thought proper to repair in perſon to the 
aſſembly of the ſtates general, to deſire that 
the commiſſioners of Breſt might be exa- 
mined reſpecting the truth of the report. 
It was found to have no foundation; and 
an anſwer was accordingly returned to 
the ſtadtholder. Tha eile 


On the 19 of January 1785, a pro- 
ject was delivered in by the prince of 
Orange, for the conduct of the expected 


ar ** the emperor, Unfortunately 
however 
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however this project was introduced by a | 


retroſpe& to former affairs, and a ſevere re- 
flection upon the ſtates, for their having 
acceded to the treaty of the armed neutra- 


lity, and, by the intemperance of their 
meaſures, involved the nation in a war 


with Great Britain. A very ſpirited an- 


ſwer was returned to this juſtification, by 
the ſtates of Frieſland; and they took par- 
ticular advantage of an accuſation which 
was advanced againſt the ariſtocracy, for 
not having early invaded the territories of 
the emperor, and thus carried the ſeat of 
war out of their dominions. 


| ; | Me 4 
It was probably owing to that relaxation 


of the attention of government to internal 


affairs, which naturally reſulted from the 


intricacy of their foreign ſituation, that 


the commencement of the year 1785 was 
diſtinguiſhed, at the Hague and in other 
parts of the province of Holland, by the 
tumultuary Proceedings of the lower or- 
1 ders 
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ders of the inhabitants. wy "Theſe conſiſted 


chiefly in the diſplay of orange cockades, 
and oran ge· coloured flags from the ſteeples 
of their churches ; and in numerous meet - 
ings of the people, who declared them- 
ſelves in favour of the houſe of Qrange 
with ſhouts and huzzas, and inſulted ſuch, 
as were known for their attachment to he 
ariſtocratical party. There was a trifling 
miſunderſtanding upon this occaſion, be- 
© tween the ſtadtholder and the ſtates of Hol- 
land, reſpecting the proclamation to be 
publiſhed for the ſuppreſſion of theſe pro- 
ceedings. T he prince had prepared the 
ſketch of a proclamation, which he re- 
queſted the ſtates to adopt, and the object 
of Which was, to declare his total diſap- 
prohation of the tumultuary proceedings, 
and to requeſt the people by no means to 
employ the colour of | his houſe as a ſignal 
for riot. The ſtates diſſatisfied with the 
contents of this —_ drew up a procla- 
be of their own, in 1 they total 
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1 ly. forbad 1 _ of crange-colouldy! flags, 


cockades and cravats, under pain of ſevere 


proſecution, | and particularly warned the 


inhabitants againſt all kind of tumult on 
the approaching: anniverſary of the birth of 


the prince of Orange on the 8 day of 


March, T he ſtadtholder took care that 


his paper ſhould be poſted, as well as the | 


| Plagard of the Provincial ſtates, 


Another diſadvantage, EP? lt the 
republic of the United Provinces laboured 


at this time, related to the payment of the 


contributions of the different provinces to 
the common expenditure. The northern 
provinces in particular, Friefland, Ove- 
ryſſel and Groningen, had for a conſider- 
able time fallen ſhort in their reſpective 
contributions, and the province of Hol- 
land, inſtead of contributing forty-eight 


ſhares in an hundred, which was its pro- 
per quota, actually paid twice as much as 
all the other provinces taken together. In 


Ty the 
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the mean time the ſtates of F riefland were 
the firſt to complain, that their ſhare i in the 
common burthens was greater "than they 
were able to ſu pport. The ſtates of Zea- 
land, on the 3 of May 1784, came to a 
reſolution to propoſe to the other provinces, . 
to hold an extraordinary aſſembly of depu- 

ties from the different ſtates, whoſe buſi; 
neſs it ſhould be, to make a new eſtimate 
of the value of property in the different 
Provinces, as well as to adjuſt the diſputed 
prerogative of the prince of Orange and 
the provincial ſtates, The propoſal of 
Tealand was accepted on the 12 of No- 
vember in the ſame year, by the province 
of Holland. They greatly approved of 
the project of ſettling anew the contribu- 
tions of the different branches of the repub- 
lic. But they declared that this muſt 
conſtitute the ſole object of the pro- 
paſed aſſembly; as by the conſtitu- 
tion they were totally incompetent 
to adjuſt the diſputes between the diffe- 
rent provinces and the ſtadtholder. The 

1 ſtates 


ſtates of Holland having voted the affems | 
bly, the other provinces ſpeedily acceded 


to the propoſal; and it was ultimately 
confirmed by the "ſtates general at the 
Hague in the beginning of May 178 5. 
It was however thought adviſable to poſt- 
pone the meeting of this aſſembly, in 


conſideration of the urgency of the prepa- 


rations for war. 


In the month of June, the commiſſion- 
ers appointed to inquire. into the failure of 
the fleet, that had been deſtined to ſail for 
Breſt, made a report of their proceedings 
to the ſtates general. This report. was 
extremely indeciſive. Nothing appeared 


in it to the diſadvantage of the ſtadtholder. 
It was found, that the charge of an extra- 


ordinary and undue want of proviſions, 


which had been brought by the captains 


againſt the admiralties, was in a conſider- 
able degree true. This defect however was 
charged by the commiſſioners upon an 
impropriety in the regulations for victual- 
ling 

* 
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{ 6 J 
Ing the fleets of the republic.” By theſe 
regulations the captains were enjoined to 
ſtore the ſhips with proviſions at their own 
riſk, without a power of returning, or 
5 charging to the account of the ſtates, ſuch 
| proviſions as might remain at the termina- 
tion of their voyage. Of conſequence the 
| captains took care to receive on board rather 
too ſmall than too large a quantity of pro- 
viſions ; and the admiralties, influenced by 
this circumſtance, did not keep in their 
magazines a ſufficient quantity of provi- 
ſions to anſwer any ſudden demand. The 
commiſſioners, however, though they ad- 
mitted the ſcantineſs of the ſupply, did 
not allow that this ſcantineſs amounted to 
a ſufficient reaſon for the delay that had 
been occaſioned in the failing of the fleet. 
They expreſsly ſtated, that the principal 
cauſe had ariſen from the - captains not 
treating the orders of the ſtates general as 
final, but imagining that they might re- 
ſerve to themſelves a power of Judging of 
DEE the 
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a + diſpoſition: de to peace. But, 


though he was ſecretly determined not to 
engage in hoſtilities, be Was deſirous, as 
| much as poſſible, to ſave his credit as a po- | 


litician, and not to let off the. Dutch -vpon 


34 4 


too eaſy terms. Accordingly he long in- 


fiſted upon the ceſſion of Maeſtricht; 371 but 


at length offered to accept in lieu of it a 
compenſation in money. The firſt ſymp- 
tom of returning harmony appeared in 


che withdrawing on the 24 of March, 
the inundations in the neighbourhood of 
Lillo, and which, being of ſalt· water, . 
were particularly offenſive to the; neigh” i 


.crops ak paſtures. Finding, that he could 
obtain, from the inflexibility of the Dutch, 


no ſolid ad equiyalent to the 1 
gation 
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Fition of the Schelde, the emperot appears 
to have been defirous to make up in ſo- 
lemnity and ſhow, what he loſt in ſub- 
ſtance. Accordingly, a principal point 
With him, was the deputation from the 
fates that was to repair to Vienna, in or- 
der publicly to apolpgize for the inſult that 
Had been committed upon tis flag before 
the fort of Illo. This deputation "fet 
out on the 23 of June, and fulfilled the 
Purpoſe of their. embafly on the 25 of 
July. The proceeding ſtrongly reminds 
us of an apolegy ef à fimilar/kind, which 
was extorted by Louis XIV. from che re- 
Public of Genoa; and which, by the 
_ oſtentatious haughtineſs it was thought to 
diſplay, contributed, perhaps more than 
* any other cireumſtance, to the general 


Confederacy, that brought ſo many cala- 
mities on the Kingdom of France in the 
cloſe of the laſt century. If the deputa- 
tion of the counts Leyden and Waſſenaar, 
and the project for the exchange of Bava- 
l | ria, 
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1y unfortunate to theemperor of Germany, 


the cauſe is to 'be found, in the ſo perior | 
good ſenſe and philoſophy of the courts - 
of Europe of the preſent time; in the 


ſmall degree of formidableneſs of the 
power of Auſtria; and in the fickle and 
inconſtant character that is generally aſ- 


cribed to his imperial majeſty. 
* While the government of the republic 
was engaged in theſe tranſactions relatively 
to their external and internal ſituation, the 
democtatical ſpirit, which we traced in its 
riſe in the city of Utrecht, extended its in- 
fluence with great rapidity. The inteſtine 
diviſions of the country in the preceding 


inſtances, were narrow in their deſign, and- 
incapable of greatly intereſting a liberal mind. 


Whether or not a deſpotic power were to 


be placed in the hands of one man, what- 


ever were his title, or of à certain number 
of ſelf· elected ſenators, was a point of no 


importance, 


— 
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importance, cuter + to, the happineſs or vir⸗ 
tue of the inhabitants. But in the. midſt 
of the confuſion that ſprang. from the cons 
teſt between theſe two, a third party aroſe 
within the walls of Utrecht, whoſe ideas 
appear to have” been founded! in Juſt' con- 
ceptions. of liberty, and calculated to —— 
duce that ſpecies of conſtitution, which 
gave birth to the herojc. ſpirits and fine ge- 
niuſes of Greece and Rome. Beſides this, 
the democracy had another advantage over 
the ariſtocratical party. The latter aimed 
indeed at eircumſcribing the prerogati ves of 
the ſtadtholder, but they did not fix their 
attention upon any determiuate object of 
this ſort; and rather waited to embrace 
the opportunities that might ariſe, than 
ſeized with a bold hand the ſpring there 
is in human affairs, and undertook. to de- 
cide upon its direction. The democracy, | 
on the contrary, turned their minds im- 
mediately to, the vital error in their con- 
ſtitution, the hrernment of the towns of f 

the 
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the republic. Their Bait is of * 
quence uniform, regular and connected, | 
and appears worthy to arreſt our attention, 
and engage our paſſions in its favour. The 
means they employed, it muſt be granted, 
might have been more mild, temperate 
and peaceable. But parties in a political 
ſtruggle, and leaſt of all the party of the 
people, have it not in their power, in many 
inſtances, to chuſe the inſtrument they 
would employ. 5 


— 


In the year 1784, ſchemes had been 
ſuggeſted, and committees appointed for 
the reform of the conſtitution of Utrecht. 
The ſtates of the province had however 
been careful to have the affair left in their 
decifion, and they appeared to be in no 
hurry to pronounce ultimately upon queſ- 
tions of ſo extreme moment. During the 
ſuſpence, and in the beginning of March 
1785, two vacancies occurred in the ſenate, | 
which were immediately filled up in con- 
I  formity 
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Key to the regulation of 1674. The 
perſons choſen were by no means accepta- 
ble to the burghers at large: and theſe laſt, 
impatient of the delay that was given to 
the projecked reform, were determined, by 
way of interval, to aflume that power, 
which they conceĩved to be veſted in them 
by human nature. Accordingly two thou- 
ſand armed burghers ſurrounded the ſenate 
bouſe, and declared their reſolution not to 
quit it, till the election of the two obnoxious 
ſenators ſnould be annulled. Upon this oc- 
cafion they had for their leader a Mr. 
Ondaatje, who appears to have been en- 
_ dowed with the qualities of a popular ora- 
tor, and who, having brought his fellow 
citizens to the charge, now addreffed the 
ſenators in their name in a very fpirited. 
and eloquent harangue. The ſenate, ter- 
rified at the formidable appearance of the 
burghers, immediately conſented to their 
requeſt, ard declared void the election of 
wir * and his colleague. 
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The Dutch have been upon all occs- 
ſions diſtinguiſhed for a ſort of firmneſs, 
which by other nations has frequently been 
denominated obſtinacy. This was conſpi- 
cuouſly diſplayed upon the preſent o-cafion, 
and, the ſenate of Utrecht not daring to 
act in defiance of the declared ſenſe of their 
citizens, nineteen out of the forty mem 
bers, of which their body is compoſed, 
withdrew themſelves from the adminiſtra- 
tion, and declared their refolution to take 
no further part in public affairs. The re- 
maining twenty- one, either more pliable 
in their diſpoſition, or actuated by more 
politic and liberal ſentiments, not only re- 
tained their ſituation, but deputed the two 
reigning burgomaſters of the town, Meſſieurs 
van Muſchenbroek and Berger, to ſolicit 
| their colleagues quietly to reſume their of- 
fice, and to permit affairs to return to their 
uſual channel. As the ſeceders did not 
readily comply with the requeſt of the 
Tt 12 burgomaſters, 
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durgomaſters, their defire was farther in- 
forced towards the end of the month, by 
a perſonal application to them on the part 
of the provincial ſtates. 


The ſenate having at length returned to 
the regular exerciſe of its functions, the 
ſeceders were gratified by the publication 
of a proclamation, which, though it did 
not reſtore Mr. Sigterman to his office, 
pronounced a pointed reprobation of the 
tumultuary proceedings that had cauſed 
his diſmiffion. At the fame time an ad- 
dreſs, unqueſtionably drawn up at the in- 
ſtigation of the ariftocratical party, was 
_ preſented on the behalf of one hundred 
and fifty of the moſt conſiderable burghers 
to the ſtates of Utrecht, profeſſing their 
confidence in the readineſs of that aſſem- 
bly to introduce every proper reform, de- 
claring their diſapprobation of the mea- 
lures that had been purſued againſt Mr, 

Sigterman, 


# 


Sigterman, and requeſting that aſſembly, 
to apply an immediate and effectual reme- 


dy for preventing. the repetition of ſuch 


violences in future. The, burghers con- 
tented themſelves on their part with deli- 
vering a ſtrong proteſt againſt the procla- 


mation of the ſenate. 


The magiſtracy, though they were ſuf- 
ficiently diſpoſed to proceed to further re- 
crimination againſt the citizens, did not 


find themſelves immediately encouraged to 


do ſo, either by the ſpirit or the ſtrength 
of their partiſans. Of conſequence they 
determined to ſuffer the popular flame to 
evaporate; and it was not till the month 


of June, that they threw into priſon, and 


arraigned criminally Mr. Ondaatje, the 
great hero of the democratical party. The 


ſeizure of this man having cauſed no com- 


motion in the city, the occaſion appeared 
proper for proceeding to meaſures ſtill 
Fx more 
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more decif ve. A mandate was according- 
ly publiſhed 1 in the enfuing month by the 


ſtates of the province, forbidding every 
perſon, upon pain of being treated as a diſ- 
turber of the public tranquillity, to pre- 
pare, fign, or cauſe to be figned, any pe- 
tition or addreſs to be preſented to the 


magiſtracy or government of the pro- 
viuce. 


A meaſure of this ſort was too violent 
and extraordinary in its tenor, not to rouſe 
and concentrate all the ſpirit that was dit- 
fuſed through the democratical party. 
They were determined, by no conſide ra- 
tion to be prevailed upon to ſubmit to 
what they regarded as the arbitrary and 
doſpotic proceedings of the ariſtocratical 
party.  Aftemblies were held in the cloſe 
of the month of July andthe beginning of 
Auguſt ot the armed burghers ; reſolu- 
tions were taken with the utmoſt lecrecy 3 


aud every thing ſeemed to tend to an open 
rupture. 
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ſenator 8, and oppreſſed, 4s they conceiyed, 


with the taxes of the province, talked | 


openly of throwing themſelves upon the 
protection of the ſtadtholder, and of mak- 
ing a common cauſe, in defence of the 
prerogatives of their prince and their own 


unalienable rights, againſt the aner, af 


tear magſieates- n 33 


| The policy and good ſenſe of the ariſto- 
cratical party never appeared more conſpi- 
cuouſly than upon this occaſion. This 


indeed was the criſis of the commotions of 


the republic: and, if the hand of the ſtadt- 
holder had now ſeized upon the alliance 
of the burghers, he would probably have 


borne away the moſt deciſive victory. The 


ſpirit of republicaniſm, which had begun 
in the province of Utrecht, had gradually 
extended itſelf through the towns of Hol- 


land, of Fricfland, of Overyſſel, and even 


of Guelderland. The diſpoſition and good 


I 4 | wilhes . | 
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withes of one half of the :nkabitigts of 
five of the United Provinces, hung upon 
the event of the moment. In the mean 
time the ſenate of Utrecht, naturally irritat- 
ed by the perſonal conteſt in which they 
were engaged with their citizens, and ſpur- 
red on by the headſtrong violence or the 
treacherous hypocriſy of Mr. van Muf- 
chenbroek, appeared diſpoſed to liſten to no 
terms. The province of Holland, and the 
capital of Amſterdam diſcovered at once 
the whole urgency of the ſituation ; and, 
with a promptitude, the infallible charac- 
teriſtic of political genius, having aſſembled 
the moſt conſiderable people that could be 
found in that city, they appointed deputies, 
in the name of five of the neutral provinces, 
to repair to Utrecht, and mediate between 
the ariſtocracy and the burghers. They 


did not liſten to the prejudices, that might 


* 
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have indiſpoſed them to all alliance with a ; 
party whoſe 198 was democracy, but. 
ſubmit- 


\ 


fam 
; Fubmitted with CY grace to 
of their ſituation. 


to the neceſſity _ 


5 conſiderable part of the ae appears 
to have been originally conſtituted of men 
of coolneſs and moderation, and they were 
eaſily recalled to a ſenſe of what became 
them by the repreſentations of the deputies 
from Amſterdam. As a meaſure moſt cal- 


culated to gain over the irritated minds of 


the citizens, they therefore publiſhed with- | 
out a moment's delay the report of the 
commiſſioners, who had been appointed in 
April 1784 to digeſt a new plan for the 
reform of the town councils, which they 
profeſſed to have received from the hands 
of the cqmmiſh ioners ſome months . : 


This report, be ar no it went all 
the length of the ideas that had been con- 
ceived by the democratical party, was not 
however objected to by them on that ac- 
count, But, though * profeſſed to ap- 

prove 


prove of its contents, the burghers declar- 
ed their difſatisfaQtion at, à circumſtapee, 


' which perhaps had not engaged the atten- 


tion of the ſenate. | At the fame time that 


the provincial ſtates had appointed a com- 


mittee to conſider of the plan of reform, 


the burghers bad choſen twenty-ſeven dele- 
gates, whoſe object was to be, to coope- 
rate with the committee in digeſting the 


at by which their liberties were to be 


confirmed and extended. They were there- 
Fore highly offended, that theſe. twenty- | 
ſeven had been in no ſort conſulted, or ad- 
mitted to any participation in the delibera- 
tions that were held for conſtructing the 
report. This was a circumſtance in direct 


contradiction to thoſe principles of general 


liverty and popular legiſlation they pro- 
feſſed to entertain. Of conſequence, with 


"the genuine ſpirit of republicaniſm, a 


ſet no value on the boon that was granted, 


cnn it was the very boon to which all 
their 


Io) 
their efforts had been directed, becauſe ĩt 


had been granted them in a manner irre- 


Baer, unconſtitutional and A 


' &. FF 


Upon the publication of this report, the 
delegates of the burghers immediately 
determined to preſent. an addreſs to the 


ſenate, inſiſting to be unequivocally 3 TY 
formed, whether they were acknow- 
ledged | in the capacity of delegates, and 
whether of conſequence they would be 


admitted to act, and to give in their 
ſentiments in the name of their conſti- 
tuents. The deputies of the eight wards 
of the city of Utrecht followed up this 


| proceeding of the delegates, by addreſſing 
the ſenate on t their part to the ſame pur- 
poſe. That aſſembly 1 was not prepared to | 


return a direct anſwer to theſe demands, 
They imagined they had conceded much 
in the report which had juſt been publiſh» 
cd; and they were not diſpoſed to make 

any 


any preſent addition to their liberality. 
They accordingly authoriſed the two bur- 
gomaſters to inquire into the qualification 
of the deputies; who, in purſuance of 
their commiſſion, called ſome of theſe de- 
puties before them and began to interro- 
gate them. Diſſatisfied with this treatment, 
the deputies deſired that their examination 
might be remitted to the next day; and, 
having called together by public invita- 
tion the burghers of Utrecht, they laid 
their caſe before them. The proceeding 
of the burghers in this ſituation was 
prompt and deciſive. They immediately 
repaired to the number of three thouſand 
three hundred men to the ſenate houſe, 
and begged to be admitted perſonally to- 
aſſure their magiſtrates, that the deputies 
were really choſen by them, and were in 
every reſpe& authoriſed to repreſent them. 
The immediate conſequence of this mea- 


ſure was the abolition of the mandate by 
which 
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which they authoriſed the report of the 
commiſſioners. Soon after, on the 10 


day of Auguſt, they came to a reſolution 
to nominate ten members of their body, 
who ſhould employ themſelves, in concert 
with the delegates, in the redreſs of the 
complaints that had been formed againſt 
the regulation of 1674, and in the con- 
ſtruction of a new plan, which ſhould re- 
concile the rights and privileges of the 
citizens at large with the prerogatives of 
the magiſtracy. _ | 


— 


Such was the wiſe and moderate con- 
duct of the ariſtocracy in this very eritical 
ſituation. By the proceedings they adopt- 
ed, they gained to themſelves the alliance 
and ſupport of the democracy, and the in- 
habitants of the towns, and thus procured 
a tenfold reinforcement to their cauſe. It 
remains for us, to ſee what was the con- 
duct held by the ſtadtholder in the courſe 
of theſe tranſactions. The burghers, dur- 


ing 


11 


ing the heat of their controverſy with the 
ſenate of the town, and the ſtates of the 


province of Utrecht, had manifeſted no 


equivocal ſymptoms of bias and partiality 
to the prince of Orange. Of conſequence 
it would not probably have been difficult 


for him, by a conduct favourable to 
their complaints, to have gained them 


over to his cauſe, and thus ſecured a com- 
plete triumph over the ariſtocraey, with- 


out parting with any thing that was ſub- 


ſtantial in his prerogatives. 


The court of the ſtadtholder was pro- 


_ babhycinfluenced by the views we have de- 


ſcribed, in the anſwer they returned to a 
letter, addreſſed to him in the preceding 
month by the ſtates of Utrecht, acquaint- 
ing him with the alterations that were in- 
tended to be introduced in the government 
of the towns. In this auſwer the prince 
of Orange declared his ſtrenuous and un- 


alterable 
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alterable attachment to the regulation of 
1674, and his influence in the nomina- 
tion of magiſtrates, as the moſt valua- 
ble of all his prerogatives. While any 
alteration was meditated in this particular, 
he could enter into no negociation with the 
inhabitants of Utrecht; but on the con- 
trary, if this were given up, the prince 
declared himſelf ready to contribute to the 
utmoſt of his ability to the redreſs of all 
the reaſonable complaints of the inhabi- 
rants and the burghers. Convinced as he 
| was, that a well founded confidence be- 
tween a free and beloved people on the one 
hand, and their legitimate ſovereigns on 


the other, was the moſt deſirable band of 
their conſtitutional union, he would ſee 
with. pleaſure that object effected, though 
it were at his own expence, and were ac! 
companied with the ceſſion of ſome of 
thoſe perſonal gratifications, which had 


hitherto accompanied his office. : 


5 The 


e 
The conduct he held in a ſucceeding 
inſtance by no means correſponded with 
the moderation and -good ſenſe of this 
letter. It has already been obſerved, that 
the democratical | ſpirit was not confined 
to the city of Utrecht, but was diffuſed 
through many of the provinces of the 
union. It exiſted in ſtill greater ſtrength 
in the inferior towns of the province of 
Utrecht itſelf. In imitation of the pro- 
ceedings of their capital, on the 8 of Au- 
guſt the burghers of Amersfort elected 
five of their body, inſtructing them to de- 
mand of the ſenate of the town, that they 
ſhould be immediately acknowledged in 
the character of delegates, and that a com- 
mittee of ſenators ſhould be choſen, to-pro- 
ceed in concert with them to the redreſs 
of their grievances, and the reform of their | 
conſtitution. The ſenate of Amersfort, 
leſs pliable in their diſpoſition than the 
ſcnate of Utrecht, returned a direct nega« 

2 tive 
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tive to the demand that was hn. The 


burghers, who ſtill remained aſſemhled, 
ſent their deputies three ſeveral: times to 


the ſenate houſe, to repeat their demand, 
and earneſtly to preſs them to compliance, 


Unable to ſucceed, they adjourned theme 
ſelves to the next day, and diſperſed 1 in 


perfect order and tranquillity. 


The aſſembly of the burghers was no 


ſooner broke u Ps than the ſenate met again 
with much privacy, and voted an addreſs 


to the ſtates of Utrecht, requeſting them, 
to demand from the Wal the imme 


diate aid of a body of troops, to repreſs 


the turbulent and tumultuary ſpirit of the 
burghers of Amersfort. The addreſs, being 


brought to Utrecht u pon a day when the 


| ſtates did not fit, was delivered to Mr. 
van Muſchenbroek, the ſenior burgomaſter 


of the town. This magiſtrate, without 
_ aſſembling the ſtates, laid the demand of 


K 2 
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the ſenate of Amersfort before the council 
committee of the ſtates, of whom there 
were only four preſent including himſelf. 
This little afſembly immediately confirm- 
ed the demand of the ſenate, and diſ- 


patched 1 it in the name of the ſtates to the 
court of the ſtadtholder. | 


The ſtadtholder allowed himſelf no time 
for deliberation in complying with the re- 
queſt that was made. He appeared on the 
. contrary not a little to congratulate him- 
ſelf, that at length there was one body 
in the republic, that had declared itſelf in 
his favour, and called upon him for his 


aſſiſtance. Accordingly he immediately 
difpatehed one battalion of infantry arid 


one regiment of cavalry from the garriſon 
of Nimeguen to the town of Amersfort. 
The burghers of Utrecht were beyond 
meaſure aſtoniſhed at this precipitate mea- 


ſure. Their delegates, in concert with 
the 
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that bite of the wards, at 
called upon the two burgomaſters, in their 
reſpective qualities of governor of the town 
and colonel of the burghers, to give the 
moſt preciſe orders for ſecuring the gates 
of the city and for drawing out the gar- 
riſon. „„ | 


| The ſenate acted upon this occaſion in / 

the very-manner that the democracy would 

have wiſhed. They reſolved, that they 

would not permit the entrance of any de- 

ſcription of troops into their town, before wi 0 
the concluſion of the affair of the regula- | 

tion of 1674. They commanded the bur=. "ol 
gomaſters, upon no account to back the 
patents or warrants of the prince for this 
purpoſe; and they authoriſed them, 0 in- Wo: 
ſiſt in the aſſembly of the ſtates upon the | 


immediate recal of the troops, and, in 


caſe of failure, to enter their proteſt againſt 
the proceedings, that had been held by 
4 ö the 
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u "ve committee. The burghers, | 
being at the ſame time aſſembled, preſent- 
ed an addreſs to the ſenate in the name, as 
well of three thouſand three hundred and 
ſixty inhabitants of different conditions, 
as of the complete corps of the armed 
burghers, requeſting them, to make a ſtrict 
inquiſition into the illegality of the 8 
bly of certain members of the council com- 
mittee of the ſtates; to compel the bur- 
gomaſter van Muſchenbroek, who aſſiſted 
in this aſſembly, to declare the particulars 
that paſſed, and the names of the mem- 
bers ; and finally to demand from the ſtates 
of the province a copy of the letter of the 
ſenate of Amersfort, and of the requiſition | 
which had been addrefled to the ſtadthol- 
der by the council committee. The ad. 
dreſs of the burghers was favourably re 


ceived by the ſenate of Utrecht. About 


the ſame time a letter was addrefled to the 
ſtates from the prince of Orange, recom- 


mend- 
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mending to them, to exhort the citizens 
to return to their uſual tranquillity, to 
abandon the violence of their preſent pur - 
| ſuits, aud to explain in a peaceable man- 
ner the grievances of which they com- 
plained. In that caſe the ſtadtholder pro- 
miſed to concur with the ſtates in grant - 
ing them every indulgence, that ſhould 
be found conſiſtent with the maintenance 
of his prerogatives. t mew 


The violent proceeding of the prince of 
Orange excited an univerſal alarm andin- 
dignation among the burghers of the 
United Provinces. The citizens of ſome 
of the moſt conſiderable towns of Holland, 
| Dort, Leyden, Delft, Schoonhoven and 
Amſterdam, aſſembled upon this emer- 
gency, and prepared addreſſes to their re- 
ſpective ſenates, requiring them to inſtruct 
their deputies in the ſtates of Holland, to 
propoſe the immediate recal of the troops 
from Amersfort, and to ſuggeſt ſuch re- 
K 3 gulations 
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patents, as ſhould prevent for the future 
the troops of any province of the union 
from being ſent out of that province, be- 
fore their deſtination had received the 
ſanction of its reſpective ſtates. This 
queſtion of the patents had long been a 

favourite object with the ariſtocratical par- | 
ty, and the events, that had lately occur- 
red, were calculated to make them inſiſt 


upon it way | nag tenacity and earneſt 
1 ee e e 


one of the provinces, which had chiefly 
Gdinguilhed itſelf by its ardour in behalf 
of freedom and democracy, was that of 
Overyſſel. It was probably this circum- 
ſtance, that induced the ſtadtholder, to- 
wards the cloſe of the month of Auguſt, 
to ſend a farther body of troops to garriſon 
the town of Campen in that province. 
But here there were no internal diſſen- 
fions, 


tw] 
ſions, no oppoſition between different par- 


ties of the inhabitants. The burghers, 
the ſenates and the ſtates were in perfect 


barmony and union of ſentiment reſpect- 


ing the great objects of contention. In 


this provinee therefore the ſtadtholder 
could hope for little ſucceſs. The ſenate 
of Campen ſhut its gates againſt his troops, 
and, the officer, who conducted them, 
being obliged to halt at Zwol, he received 


an immediate order from the magiſtracy 
to withdraw; and a reſolution was at the 
ſame time formed not to admit afly garri- 
ſon into their town. They accordingly 
diſpatched a letter to the prince of Orange, 
acquainting him with the reaſons of their 
conduct, and requeſting him for the future 
not to grant any patents, without having 


firſt given notice to the magiſtracy, and 
allowed them time to confirm or refuſe 


* 


; them. 
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It was about this time that the burghers 
of the three. towns, which are repreſented 
in the ſtates of the provinces, Deventer, 

Campen and Zwol, ſigned a petition, the | 
object of which was to demand the reform 
of the provincial government; that the 

regulation of 1674 which had been intro- 
duced by violence ſhould be ſuppreſſed; 
that the ſenates and magiſtrates ſhould be 6 
choſen by the wards in their reſpective 
towns; and that the burghers ſhould ex- 
erciſe the right of rejecting and even of 


. ſuch members of the ſenate, as - 
| they ſhould judge unworthy of their con · 

fidence, The petition of the burghers was 
ſpeedily followed by a reſolution of the 
ſtates of Overyſſel, directing the officers 
commanding the troops at Amersfort on, 


no account to interfere in the differences 
between the magiſtrates and the burghers, 
They alſo wrote a letter to the ſtadtholder, 
communicating to him this reſolution, 

| e 
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and enjoining him to march no more 
troops into Amersfort, or any other town 7 


of the republic; and to iſſue no order of 


any ſort to the troops in garriſon at Amers- 1 


fort, or in any other place, without hav= 
ing firſt communicated them to the ſtates 
of that province, and obtained their con . 
ſent, 22 2215 

The affair of Amersfort had greatly 
alienated from the ſtadtholder the minds 
of the leaders of the two moſt conſiderable 
parties in the republic. But an event fol- 


Jowed, which appeared ſtill more deciſive, 
and which was probably haſtened by the 
diſguſt, that was conceived -againſt the 
prince of Orange for his proceedings in 
this recent buſineſs, It has already been 

obſerved, that the province of Holland, 
and in a particular manner the town of 
the Hague, had for many. months been 
vexed with the tumultuary proceedings of 


: 138 1 


A ten the ſtadtholder. It ap« 
pears to have been the determined reſolu- 


tion of this prince, to interfere in the ſup- 


preſſion of theſe tumults no otherwiſe than 


by his exhortations and advice; and on no 
account to employ the garriſon of the 


Hague for that purpbſe. This reſolu - 


tion had been particularly diiguſting to 
the ſtates of the province, and had excit- 
ed againſt the ſtadtholder much bitterneſs 


and obloquy. An occaſion ſpeedily hap- 


pened, which diſplayed this difinclination 


of * ariſtocracy in all its force. 


| The Wise of the Hague, who ſub- 
ſiſted in a conſiderable degree upon the 
magnificence and expence of the court of 


| the prince'of Orange, were naturally much 
attached to his party. Of conſequence, 


though the ariſtocracy had ſucceeded in 

introducing the free corps, or bodies of 
armed * under their influence and 

MT | direction, 
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direction, into moſt of the towns ef the 
republic, they had ſcarcely been able to 
dq any thing of this kind at the Hague! 

The number of their corps hardly amount - 
ed to an hundred men; they were hooted 
at and inſulted when they appeared in pub- 


lic, were obliged to abſtain from wearing 
the uniform of their body, and for the moſt 
part performed their military exerciſe in 
the private gardens of ſome of the richer 
inhabitants, But while the free corps 
under the influence of the ariſtocracy were 
thus diſcouraged, volunteers of another 
kind were inliſted with ſucceſs, and the 
armed burghers performed their public 
reviews with much 1 and | folemnity. 


0 the 4 of September twelve 8 
of the free corps of the town of Leyden, 
came to the Hague and appeared in their 
uniforms upon the public parade. This 
phenomenon awakened the angry paſſions 
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af the populace, and they were in a mo- | 
ment ſaluted on all fides with a ſhower: of | 


ſtones. Nine of them immediately took 


to their heels to eſcape from this uncivil 
reception. The other three drew their 


ſwords, and, defending themſelves with 


much reſolution, wounded ſeveral of the 
populace. At length they were put to 
flight, and took refuge, together with their 
companions, in a houſe in one of the ſtreets 


of the Hague, the windows of which were 
immediately broken by the mob. A 0 
of the guards, arriving during this interval, 
arreſted the volunteers, and conducted them 


' priſoners to the town houſe. After having 
been detained for ſome hours, they were 
ſent off privately during the night to re- 
turn to Leyden. In the mean time the 
magiſtrates of the town, by impriſoning 


ſome, and lodging informations againſt 
others, endeavoured to reſtore tranquillity 
and order. The tumults however, having 
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begun in the manner we have deſenbed, 
laſted ſeveral days, and the Hague con- 


4 


tinued a ſcene of violence and confuſion. 


"008 length the grand penſionary of Holland 
. diſpatched a formal order to the officer 
commanding the guard, directing him to 
ſend a detachment to diſperſe the populace. 


This proceeding mn, put an end 


to the tumults. 


But the acifioamey conceived, that they 


had gained in this event a plauſible pretext 
for proceeding to more deciſive meaſures. 


They obſerved, that it was ſufficiently 


| evident, that the ſtadtholder was not diſ- 
poſed to inter fere in the moſt preſſing emer- 
gencies, and that the garriſon, which was 


conſtantly maintained at the Hague, of 


conſequence conduced in no ſort to the 
ſupport of the police. A repreſentation to 


this purpoſe was made by the deputies of 


Haarlem to the ſtates of Holland on the 8 
e 
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« September, and they were immediately 
| empowered, to take upon. themſelves by 
way of interval the direction of the pa- 
troles, and to employ ſuch meaſures as 
they might judge proper for the preven- 
tion of popular tumults. Upon this reſo- 
lution the appearance of the town was 


| immediately changed; every thing was 
marked with the utmoſt quiet and tran- 


| quillity ; from fix in the evening till ſix 
o'clock in the morning, two hundred men, 
partly on foot and partly on horſeback, 
patroled the ſtreets, and prevented by their 
vigilance every appearance of ſedition. 


The meaſure that was adopted was ex- 
tremely unacceptable to the ſtadtholder. 
One of the moſt conſiderable appendages 
of his rank was the command of the armes 
and fleets of the republic ; and he con- 
ceived, that nothing more diſhonourable 
could befal him, than to ſee the very gar- 


I riſon 
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riſon of the n in which 10 had taken 
up his reſidence wichdtawn from his Juris 
diction. He immediately addreſſed a let - 


ter to the provincial ſtates, in which he 


endeavoured calmly to repreſent to them, 


that the meaſure they had adopted was a 
' moſt glaring infringement of the conſtitu- 
tion; that the office of ſtadtholder was an 
eſſential part of that conſtitution; and that 
nothing could be more inſeparable from 
his dignity, than that the orders, which 
were iſſued to the troops, ſhould originate 

| excluſively with him, . The letter of the 
ſtadtholder prod uced an effect diametrically 
. oppolite to that which he deſired. The 
ſtates, having taken his remonſtrances into 
conſideration, came to a reſolution, by 
which they approved of the proceedings of 
the deputies of Haarlem, and directed them 
to ſend anew for the officer commanding 
the grand guard, in order ſtrongly to enjoin 
him, to give a punctual obedience to the 
orders 
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nden Abel to him i the name of the 8 
| ſtates, without yielding in any ſort to any 


contrary orders, from whatever perſon wy i 
might appear to 0 | 


. The prince of Orange; having now done 


all that ſeemed adviſable for the aſſertion 
of his prerogatives, and finding that his 
|  exertions were incapable of producing any 
favourable effect, came to a ſecret reſolu- 
tion to withdraw himſelf from the Hague. 


The meaſure of taking the garriſon of that 
place out of his hands, appeared to him too 
ſtrong and unadviſed, for it to be poſſible 


for the towns of the province long to perſiſt 


in ſo violent a reſolution. Had they 


attacked his prerogative in any of its 
extreme and uneſſential circumſtances, they 
might have ſucceeded. But by thus pre- 


 cipitately attacking it in its moſt vital 
parts they defeated their own deſign, In 


the mean time he could not ſubmit to the 
entering 
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e into 65 negociation upon fo facie 
n Tabjet.. Negociatibn might have give 


— firmneſs and confidence to the ariſtocratical 
party; but, by thus declaring that the 
-buſineſs was of ſuck a nature, as to admit 
of no alternative, he could not fail more 
| ſpeedily: to bring them over to his vie wis, 
and to ſhorten the period of his humilia- 
tion. He further conceived, that the pre- 
"Lent conjuncture afforded him a favourable 


opportunity for making a progreſs through 
ſeveral provinces of the republic, and, by 
bis perſonal appearance and the brillianey 
of his court, to endeavour to bring over 


ſuch as were wavering and irreſolute to his 
party. He accordingly ſet out for Breda 
on the 14 of September 178 5, and the 
prtinceſs of Orange took her departure the 


next day for Lewarden as * of 
TN” | 
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r,. that after having encoug, 
and difficulties and delays, the 
preliminacies of peace were ſigned at Paris 
between the United Provinces and the 
emperor. The terms of the treaty. con- 
firmed to the Dutch the two principal 
points which. had been brought into con- | f 
teſt, the poſſeſiion of Maeſtricht, andi the 
reſtrained navigation of the Schelde. One 
of; the moſt humiliating circumſtances that 
had attended this compromiſe, the apology, 
which was made by. the deputies of the 
republic to the court of Vienna for, the 
inſult committed on the imperial flag, had 
preceded the treaty. Another article of 
the adjuſtment, to which nothing but the 
| neceſſity of the caſe would ever have ins 
= duced the republic to ſubmit, was the pay: 
ment of the ſum of nine million five hun- 
' dred thouſand florins, as a compenſation 
for the claim of the emperor upon Maeſ- 
richt; and another ſum of five hundred 
4 Ta thou- 
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ta 1 
thouſand flotins, as Q compenſation for the | 
damages which had been occaſioned by the 


inundations of Lillo. Theſe ſums taken 
together, and eftimatitig the florin at one 


ſhilling and fx pence, amount to 7 50,000). 
ſterling. The remaining proviſions of the 
treaty were rather calculated to gratify the 
pride of the emperor, than to produce ww & *. 
material advantage to his dominions, or ; 
injury to thoſe of the republic. They re- 
lated chiefly to the demolition of the forts 
Kruickſhank and Frederic Henry, and of 
rde ceſſion to the emperot of the forts e 
Liefkenthock arid Lilo. | 


| 
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Ap of Holland affine the Bxternal mba 
f Sovereignty, Farther Proceedings. in 
_. Relation 10 the Garriſon, —New Regulation 
e Utrecht, —Military Compulſion threatened 
© againſt Wyk.—College of Tribunes —Senate 
: e weg vp 7 A wy Han. 
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"HE military appearance, which reſult. 
ed from the marching a garriſon into 
the town of Amersfort, ſeemed to threaten 
the: republic with the extremities of war: 
The retreat of the ſtadtholder from the 
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reſidence of bis anceſtors at the Hague, and 
the peremptory manner, in which he had 
been diſpoſſeſſed of the government of that 
ſeat of magiſtracy, bore a threatening 


aſpect upon his future affairs. The ariſto- 
cracy of Holland had gained over to their 


party the democracy of Utrecht, and the 
confidence, with which they were inſpired 
by this IO, evidently diſplayed | 

itſelf 


[ ay. VP: 


elk! in chile ſubſequent Foce gs But, 
| though” the intereſts of the ſtadtholder ap- 
peared to be thus rapidly on' the decline, 
à temporary gleam of good fortune fol- 
lowed theſe events, and ſeveral circum- 


ſtances occurred about this time which 
inſpired the ſtadtholderian party with c con- 
fidence and exultation. | 


* 


One of theſe cireumſtances was the in- 

terference of the king of Pruſſia, who had: 
preſerved an entire ſilenee relatively to the 
affairs of the republic ſince the ſpring of 
the year 1784. On the 18 of September a 
memorial was delivered by his ambaſſador 
at the Hague to the ſtates of Holland, and 
another to the aſſembly of the ſtates 
general, In the firſt of theſe he obſerved,' 
that he had hoped to have ſeen far different 
conſequences reſult from his former friend- 
ly repreſentations to the republic. His ſur- 
priſe and regret were on that account ex- 
rremely heightened, when he learned, 
L 3 con- 
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cantrary, to all expeRation, that they had 
recently deprived the ſtadtholder of the 
command of the garriſon. of the Hague; 
an appointment indiſputably annexed to. 
the dignity of his rank. The king pro- 
feſſed to have no intention to intrude hims 
ſelf into the interior. concerns of a free. 
Nate, or to reſtrain that aſſembly in the 
exerciſe of its ſupreme functions. In the 
mean time he added, that he could not be 
indifferent to the fate of the prince of 
Orange, and the rather, as he was well 
aſſured, that the prince could not haye 
given the ſmalleſt occaſion or pretext for ſo 
unmerited a treatment; but on the cons 
trary had always diſcharged his high offices 
in the moſſ beneficial and honourable many. 
ner, He, added, that, if by his mediation, 
he could contribute to. the. reſtoration, of 
tranquillity, or if the ſtates would conſent 
to honour him with, their confidence, upon 
this ſubje&, he would affuredly. diſcharge. 
the tas with the utmoſt zeal and Ds | 


e 

ea ancachnidht to each of the parties, i in- 
volved in the preſent” -unfortunite conteſt. 

The addreſs of the king of Pruſſia to che 
ſtates general fimply intreated them to in- 
terpoſe their good offices with the provin- 
chil ſtates, and repeated to them the offer 
he had made of his impartial mediation. 
The wiſdom and moderation of theſe letters 
were highly extolled by the friends of the 
ſtadtholder. They remarked, that civil 
diſſenſions, ſo formidable in their com- 
mencement, could not be too ſoon appeaſed; 
and that in ſuch domeſtic flora a mediator 
Was indiſpenſably neceſſary; : a mediator, 
reſpectable in his character, and who ſhould 
know how to lead the two parties to agree 
to a mutual facrifice of a part of their pre- 
tenſions. In the preſent caſe the greateſt 
expectations might reaſonably be formed 
from the love of equity and juſtice, which 
notoriouſly compoſed the character of the 
| illuſtrious Frederic. 5 TOSS 
"'L 4 5 Another 
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Another eircumſtance that afforded great; / 
encouragement and conſalatian to the fol- 
lowers of the prince, was the oppoſition, 
which was experienced to the preliminarieg 
of peace from five provinces of the repub- 
lic. They inſinuated, that private inſtrue- 
tions had been given to the negociators by | 
certain diſtinguiſhed individuals in ts 
Nas o Holland, and that a rigorous in= | 
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fl oy follow. They did 5 de 
or their prejudices would not allow them 
to recollect, the nature and uniform opera- 

tion of the conſtitution of the United 
Proyiuces. That very peculiarity in its 
ſtructure, which requires that every im- 


portant public meaſure ſhould paß with 0 


the unanimous conſent of all the provinces, 
has often enabled the ſingle province of 
Holland to get the better of the other 
fix. In the firſt deliberation upon any 
ſubject it will frequently happen, that the 
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Aates are divided among endes but, 
as it is neceſſary that they ſhould final, 
concur in one opinion, this ſlow and deli- 
berate mode of proceeding has always 
tended to make the weaker and leſs opu- 5 
lent yield to the rich and prof] perous party. 3 
Thus it happened | in the preſent inſtance. 
The chief miſunderſtanding related to the 


pecuniary compenſation to be made to the 
emperor; and it would have been abſurd 


in a very high degree, when the province 
of Holland, which in the end would pro- 
bably pay three fourths of the ſum, had 1 5 
confented, for the other ſix obſtinately to 


oppoſe. Accordingly i in the ſequel they 
withdrew their negatives, an and the preli- 


 minaries wert ſpeedily followed by the 


concluſion of a definitive treaty of peace, 
The third circumſtance was a matter of 
ſtill louder exultation. In the beginning 
pf September there ſeemed to be no hazard 
* > | in | 
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in \ prodifings that the pw of the 


ſtadtholder would ſhortly experience the 
rudeſt attacks in the province of Utrecht. 


In the beginning of October all the claims, 
which had been ſo long conteſted, were 


confirmed to him by a vote of the pro- 
vincial ſtates. The celebrated regulation 


of 1674 was declared to be an eſſential part - 


of the conſtitution, and by no means to be 
diſpenſed with in any ſingle inſtance. In 
the mean time the intereſts of the houſe 
of Orange were ſaid to gain a decided pre- 
ponderance in Zealand, in Guelderland, 

and even in F riefland, where the princeſs. 
had been received with every token of 
congratulation and attachment. It was 


in confequence of having made a few ſteps 
of a precipitate nature, would ſuddenly be 
obliged to ſound a retreat, and perhaps ſte 
a revolution, which they leaſt deſired, ariſe 
out of the violence of their own meaſures. 
The 
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boaſted by the courtiers, that the patriots, - 
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Tho province of Holland, which had put 
itſelf foremoſt in all their late proceedings, 
and be in ſome meaſure a ſacrifice to the 


E general concord, We ſhall ſpeedily have 


occaſion; to ſee how little theſe fond hopes 
vere raiſed upon any ſolid foundation. 


It is not jmprobable, that the ariſtocra- 
tical party was ſufficiently aware, that the 
government of William V. was agreeable to 
the conſtitution of the republic, as it had 
always exiſted during thoſe periods in 

which the office of a ſtadtholder had been 
known. Of conſequence their projects, 
however reaſonable or wiſe they might be 
ſuppoſed to be in their own nature, were 
ſtill liable to the ſtigma of innovation; and 
they were deprived of tlie beſt of all pleas, 
that can be urged by a party in oppoſition 
to the power of one man, that they were 


merely replacing the government upon 
its 


f * 
Ars old i Tncepebtyef locking 
back to a period, whoſe features they might 
profeſs to reſtore, they were reduced to 
look forward, and had no other alternative, 
than, by ſeizing with ability, and improv- 
ing with {kill the errors that might be 
committed by the adminiftration of the: 
ſtadtholder, gradually to introduce the 
execution of their projects. Thus the 
back wardneſs of the prince to enter with 
cordiality into the war with Great Britain, 
which the poſture of affairs had made in- 


diſpenſably neceſſary, was the firſt ſituatinn 


they gained, that bore a favourable aſpect E 
upon their ſchemes. From this circum- 
ſtance they very ſucceſsfully excited a 
ſuſpicion of his ſincerity and good faith in - 
the conduct of the war, and fixed an inde- : 
lible odium upon his principal miniſter and 
moſt intimate friend, Louis of Brunſwic. - 
The affair of Breſt in 1782 was fraught 
with more ſubſtantial advantage: The 
GE national 
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national degradation; and contempt that 
followed upon if, conſtituted an excellent 
topic for general unpopulatity. The ads 
, miniſtration of France, which has ever 
been in the cloſeſt habits of correſpondence | 
with the ariſtocratical party, took care to 
bring forward and to urge, at the happieſt 


ful to the predominant party, the inquiry ; 


affair of Breſt was an inexhauſtible ſpring 


of miſchief to the ſtadtholder; and to this 


day there is no odium under which he 
Jabours, ſo injurious to his cauſe, as the 
current ſuſpicion, that the meaſures againſt 
Great Britain miſcarried in conſequence of 
ſecret orders from him. The other faults 
.made by the prince of Orange, and par- 


ticularly the very unconſtitutional and un- | 


precedented contract, into which he was 
found to have entered with the field mar- 
* need not to be enumerated. Indeed 


1 
| | 


e 
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1. ws none of he meanelt adranteges 
poſſeſſed by the ariſtocratieal party, that 

| the adminiſtration of the ſtadtholder wiis 

eee principles or ſo . 


weak and precipitate in its judgnient, 2s 

| & enfure them # perpetual ſuceſſion of | 
erroneous meaſures Oo" which” to build 
their machinations. | 2202 
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Prom his reſidence at the Hague, though 
the meaſure had been' adopted by him as 
an infallible method of immediately con» 
pelling the adverſe party into his terms, 
was regarded by the ariſtoaracy in a very 
different light. They drew from it a 
plauſible apology for perſiſting in that very 
meaſure, which had been moſt humiliating rf; 
ta. the prince of Orange. To aſſume, as 
they had done, the direction of the gar- 
riſon in a moment of anarchy and tumult, 
had been | evidently. neceſſary. Nothing 


Was 
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as more. notoxious, than dining 6 
the ſtadtholder not to interfere in his mi- 
litary capacity with the exceſſes of bis 
party, | however. unjuſtifigble were the ; 
lengths to which they were: carried. It 
was not till aſter the inſurrection hadicons 
tinued ſome days, that the grand penſton- 
ary had given his 7 to the guard, 
which immediately produced the deſired 
effect. To teſtore the garri iſon, J before they 6 

were well aſſured that the ſpirit of ATR 
was appeaſed, would have Nn evidently 

unwiſe and impolitic. T reſtore it now, 
was rendered impoſſible by the meafures 
of the ſtadtholder. He had withdrawn 
himſelf from the town; he had abdicated 
his truſt, What would be the eee 
ſhould the ſtates of Holland now be in- 
olined to an accommodation favourable to 
the prince o Orange? It would be fe- 
garded by his courtiers,ib would be regard- 
ed * his advocates-in wvery part of the 


2 —— republic, 
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_ republic, a A declured and decifive ay: 
it would be the ſignal of univerſal tur 
bulence and anarchy. It was therefore the 
prince himſelf, that took from them the 
very power of deliberation, whether or no 
the garriſon ſhould be ** to its ors 
Emaar: 19 RT TI 


The ſtates of Holland, ee with 
that ſlowneſs and deliberation, that were 
congenial to their diſpoſition, and particu- 
larly favourable to their preſent deſigns, 

d not regularly reſume the queſtion of 
the garriſon, till till the 4 of N ovember. On 
that day a report was made to them by the. 
| committee, which they had appointed to 
ſearch. for | precedents reſpecting the com- 
mand of the garriſon. By this committee: 
it was eltabliſped, as an unqueſtionableo 
truth, that the provincial ſtates, as being 
the proper ſovereigns of the country, were 


Paramount in every department of govern- 


men 


£ 
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eint; the Win the navy F the diſpofiion ; 
of offices, and the execution of the lays. 
Of conſequence, whateyer powers wers 
communiested by them to their ſervant 
the ſtadtholder, were revocable at pleaſure: 
and therefore the command of the garriſon 
of the, Hague, as well as any other office. , 
But, not contented with. eſtabliſhing this 
general principle, the committee, endea- 
voured to introduce a diſtinction between 
the garriſon of the Hague and every other 
diviſion: of the army of the republic; and 
they aſſerted, that the provinicial lates had 
never given the command of. this garriſon 
out of their own hands. Their reaſonings | 
on this head were built upon a reſolution | 
of the ſtates of Holland, dated on.the 4 and 

5 days. of March 1672, by which: it was 
declared, . that the garriſon, of the 
Hague owed no obedience, nor could be ; 
ſubject to the command of any perſon 
whatever, but to the ſtates of Holland, and 
221 M their 
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tives anmexed to that eharacter, were not 


their ebuncil | committee; and that the 
right 6f giving out the watch word; as 
well as every other mark of authority 


over the troops ſtationed in that, town, 
mould from henceforth veſt excluſively in 
the council committee of the provincial 


Mates,” Ts inderſtand the defigh of this 
freſblution, it Kems to be neceflary, that we - 
mould notiee the preciſe period in which 
it was made. The year 1692 was the æra 
of the itivaſion of Louis XIV, and the re- 
ſtoration of the office of ſtadtholder in tho 
perſon of William III, afterwards king of 
Great Britain. This prince was inſtalled in 


the office of captain general pro expeditioey 
on the 23 of February; but tlie pretoga» | 


veſted in him kill the thonths of July and 


Auguſt folloWiig ; and froin that period 
the totmnand of the gaftiſon of the Hague 
ems altvays to have been vate e 
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The ſtates of Holland, building theiv 
proceedings upon the report of their com- 
mittee, carne to a reſolution on the 5 of 
November, that, in order to remove all 
doubts tetatively to the nature of their pre« 
rogative in this reſpect, the command of 
the gatriſon ſhould from henceforth veſt 
excluſively in their council committee, and 
that the council committee ſhould be 
charged, ſtriQly to perform the duties of 
their function, and not to ſuffer any other 
perſon, of whatever deſcription, to inter- 


fere with them in the execution of this 
important office. As fooh as the pi prince of 
Orange was informed of the decitive pro= 


Ne ceedings adopted by the ſtates of Holland, 


be publiſhed a very long paper, entitled, 
The Memorial and Conſiderations of the 
Prince of Oran ge, concerning the Official 
4 Report u upon the Subject of the command 
of che Garriſon of the Hague, of the 4 of 
| November 1755. This Paper was full of | 
Mz 7 accurate 
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gecuints-difguiſition. and logical” reaſon- 
ings; and, if the ſubject in queſtion, ſo in- 
tereſting to the prince, could have been de- 
cided by an ingenuity of this ſort, he ap- 
peared fully entitled to the victory. But 
unfortunately, they were the policy of 
ſtateſmen and the original principles of 
government, and not the arts of the 
ſchools, that were likely to dictate the 
3 of this n affair. 


Tbe ariſtocracy bad now in ſore mea- 
ſure thrown off the maſk, and proved, in a 
way t chat admitted of little heſitation or 
reply, that they, aimed at circumſeribing 
thoſe prerogatives of the ſtadtholder, which 
for many years had been conſidered as 
the appendages of his office. Feeling the 
ſituation to which they had advanced, 
their | proceedings Were now of a very dit. 
ferent complexion from any they had 


| hitherto adopted, They profeſſed a deſign 
to 


6 


d convince the people in general, that the | 


proper ſovereignty of the province: veſted 
not in the ſtadtholder, but excluſively in 
the ſtates of Holland; and the proceedings 
they held were admirably calculated for 
that purpoſe. They directed, that, with 
the commencement of the enſuing years” 
the arms of the houſe of Orange ſhould be 
taken out of the enſigns of the troops. of 
the diviſion of Holland, and the arms of 
the province ſubſtituted in their room. | 
They reſolved, that the preſident. of the : 
provincial ſtates : ſhould upon al occa- | 
ſions receive the military bonours/ and the 
ſalute of the garriſon, as the preſident. of 
the ſlates general already did; and that no 
other officer of the province ſhould be en · 

titled to that diſtinction. This meaſure 

was determined on in the month of De- 
cember 178 5. In the enſuing January the 

ſtates. of Holland, under cover of the nu- 
merous reductions that were made in the 
35 ff 
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| ariny in conſequence of the treaty of peace, | 
cache to a reſolution, to diſband the corps 
of one hundred ' Swils guards, who had 
- pſually been attendant on the prince of 
Orange: and this motion was only qua» 
 Lified, on the ſuggeſtion of thy deputies 
of Amſterdam, by à proviſion, that the 
corps ſhould not be immediately diſbanded, _ 
but, as it was chiefly formed of old men, 
that it ſhould be ſuffered to extinguiſh it= 
elf gradually by the death of the indivi- 


| duals of whom it was compoſed. | It was 


about the ſame time, that the ſtates. of 

Holland farther proceeded to purchaſe a 
Houſe known by the appellation of Prince 
| Maurice's Hotel, and which was one of 
the moſt magnificent buildings in the town 
of the Hague. This houſe they appropriated 
as a reſidence or manſion houſe for the 
weekly preſident of the ſtates of Holland. 
At the fame time a ſtate coach was built 
for his uſe in public proceſſions, and it was 
2 directed, 


t 


re cted, that. victuals ſhould be daily 
; diſtributed to the poor at the kitchen of 
his hotel, 28 had uſually been pragifed at 
the palace * the prince of Orange, 


There was one ie circumſtance, which, on 
a ſu perficial view, might have appeared to 
be a very confiderable diſadvantage to the 
ſtates ; but which, by theſe judicious politi- 


cians, was improved into a conſiderable 
benefit, and a leading inſtrument in the 
| proſecution of their defi igns. This was the 
peculiar attachment, which had always 
been manifeſted by the inhabitants of the 
Hague to the houſe of Orange. It has al- 
ready been ſeen what an admirable uſe 
they made of this circumſtance, i in exag- 
gerating the danger, that would reſult from | 
reinftating the prince in the command of 

the garriſon. It was not indeed to be ſup- 
poſed, that the inhabitants would cheer- 
Pi fully Wan ſubmit to ſo material an 
wo tak | M 4 TIE. uyury 
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injury to thee trade and proſpetity, ce 
removal of the court of tlie prinee ef 
| Orange. It:appears to have been this ſehti · 
ment, that principally induced the ſtadt- 
holder! into that fatal error, from the effeQs 
| of which it is probable he will never re- 

coyer. In the month ſubſequent to that, 75 
| in which he adopted the meaſure of with» 
drawing, | himſelf, a petition Was prepared | 

on the part of the inhabitants of the 
Hague, and addrefled, to the ſtates of Hol- 
land, requeſting. them to interpoſe their 
good offices with the, Prince of Orange, to | 
induce him to return to the place of his 
uſual reſidence. This petition ſpeedily re- 
ceived a great number of ſi ignatures ; ; but 
the report of its exiſtence no ſooner reach- 
ed, the Provincial ſtates, than they gave 
peremptory orders for i its ſyppreſſion. 


In the cloſe of the year 178 5 matters . 
were ſo evidently reyding to the diſadvan- Fs 
1 tage 
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tege of the "cauſe of the ſtadtholder, that 
the king of Pruſſia is ſaid to have inter- 


poſed his advice to that prince, recom- 


mending to him by all means to yield to 


the neceſſity of the times, and to adopt N 
every conciliatory proceeding that ſhould 
be in his power. At the ſame time the 


king addreſſed a memorial to the ſtates 


of the garriſon. In neither of his appli- 


cations was this great monarch ſucceſsful.” 


The ſtates of Holland remonſtrated with 
great warmth againſt his addreſs to the 


ſtates general, as a meaſure totally i incom- 


patible with their conſtitution, the matter i 
of the garriſon being excluſively 1 in the 


diſpoſition of the provincial ſtates. The 


1 


general, complaining, that he had received! 
no ſatisfactory anſwer to his letter of the! 
month of September, and calling on them,” 
to bring to a ſpeedy termination the affair 


prince of Orange was not more diſpoſed by 


to liſten to his adyice, He felt him- 
a | ſelf 


K 5 
ſolf in no humour for conceſſion, and he 
appears to have augured complete ſucceſs 
from the machinations he was now carry» 
ing on at the Hague. In oppoſition to the 
Wy £5 under the influence of the ariſto- 
racy, a number of perſons now allociated 
under the denomination of comps Orauge, 
- the object of which evidently was to ſup- 


port the pretenſions of the ſtadtholder. 


Unfortunately however this corps was 
chieſly conſtituted of people of the lower 


Dla, and their proccedings. proved more 


£ ee than W ta the cauſe they 


"Dos of the moſt important meaſures 
adopted by the ſtates of Holland i in order 
to impreſs a feeling of authocity and{{plen-" 
| dour upon their ſubjects, conſiſted i in their 
directing that a gate at the Hague, deno- 5 
minated the Stadtholder' 8 Gate, and which 
had never been opened but to the pro- 
e ceſſions 


e 
Hike: e fhoyld na by 
opened to the ;afſembly of the ſtates gf 


Folland. Their firſt meeting ſubſequent to 
this direction was on the 36 af March 


as n chisy:ipallilpniqhatalbn: with 


great pomp. ende by e ie, 
under this gate, amidſt a numerous con- 
courſe of people; who, though many of 
them did not appear entirely ſatisſied with 
"the ſpectaele, were reſtrained from violeuoe 
by the martial appearance that was made 
on the oecaſion. On the following day 
| things did not paſs with the ſame tranquil- 
lity. A previous reſolution was entered 
into by a number of pers to interrupt 
the proceſſion, and one Morand, a hair- 
dreſſer, having violently ſeized the horſes 
of Mr. de Gyrelaar, penfionary of Dart, 
called aloud to his confederates to aſſiſt 
him. His con federates were feized with a 
ſudden terror, and, Morand being taken 
| 2 5 eee 
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into cuſtody by the guards, the proce 


webt on withour een. 
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The dates of Holland were in dealt 
' ot- 2 little pleaſed with the opportunity 


afforded them by this event to animadvert 


on the partiſans of the ſtadtholder. They 
made a ſtrict inquiſition into the affair, 


aud diſcovered, as they had ſuſpected, that 
the friends of the prince and the corps 


Orange were among the perſons principally 


concerned in the buſineſs. Thoſe, whom 


it was intended to have taken up upon the g 
depoſition of Morand, demonſtrated the 


ideas upon which they had ated, by flying 


for refuge to the preſent reſidence of the 
| Kadthalder, ; at the caſtle of Loo in the 
province of Guelderland. The trial of the 
delinquents was committed to the council i 
committee of the ſtates; and Morand was 
ſpeeily convicted and ſentenced to be 
hanged. The gallows for that purpoſe 


Was 


— 


| "0 „„ | 2 
* * 0 
173 ? N 
* „* 
o , 


was prepared under the window of the; | 
apartment in which he was confined, and 


every thing was carried on with the a 


pearance of determination till the moment: 0 
appointed for his execution. His puniſh- 5 
ment was then mitigated, and his ſentence 


changed into impriſonment for life. This 
ſentence was directed to be read i in the 
churches of the province, and the clergy 
were ordered to explain to the people the 
mildneſs and clemency, by which their 
government had been influenced on this 
critical occaſion. The inquiſition into this 
affair was terminated by the expreſs abo- 
lition of the corps Orange; and the reſtitu- 
tion of the prince to the command of the 
garriſon was now ſaid to by at 2 organ 
| 2 than G 1 


F 


- But, add al theſs aa ap= 
pearances there were, ſome circumſtances 


| that aroſe, that were not inauſpi uſpicious to 
the 
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Drage to the eommandꝭ of the garriſon of | 


| So 
of Orahge. The moſt memorable of theſe 
was a fevolution, that had taken place im 
the beginning of March i in the ſentiments. | 

and detertiünation of the ſenate of Am- 8 
ſterdam. In the election of burgomaſters 
for the preſetit year, one of the perſons 
chtiſen was Mee de Rendorp, lord of Mar- 
_ "quettt and who, probably by his quality of 

noble was inclined to the cauſe. of the 
ſtadtholder. This man found means to 
© perfuade a majotity of the ſenate into a re- 
ſolation, to recommend to the ſtates of the . 
provinde the reſtoration of the prince of 


the Hague, accompanied with ar expreſd 
© proviſo that the command ſhould be con- 
ſidered as revocable at the pleaſure of the 

ſtates. The example of Amſterdam was 


dab by the city of Rotterdam; and 


| tHitips Neid gtuduaſty to bs aſſuming a 
untemanve favourable to the return of 


0 
the ſtadthelder to his ufual refidence. T 
| evetit Was imtmediately ſueceeded by ths 
unfortunate interruption of the proœefſton 
of the ſtates, and in eonſequenee of that 
incident the queſtion of the garriſo was 


Fee by dgrectrient ve nn 


Thee change of ine en 
of Amſterdam, was followed by an appears 
_ encecqualty favourable.1n-atother body in 
the province. The high court of juſtice, 
inftituted for the trial of delinquencies 
- againſt the ſtate, were offended at the in- 


 krenchment, which was made upon their 
7 privileges by the commiſſion of the trial of 
| Morand and his aſſociates to the council 
Evinihittee of the ſtates of Holland, They 
warmly remonſtrated to that affernbly, but 
without effect. An intident ſpeedily fol 
| lowed, which led them to difplay a fill 
more decided predifeRivii for the prince o 
Orange. A triffing diſturbance took place 


at 


. L. 80 * 
at dhe "EY the 26 of. May, betyyoeti 
ſome individuals of the free corps, who 
were returning from their exerciſe a little 
intoxicated, and ſome paſſionate friends of 
the ſtadtholder, whom they encountered 
in the ſtreet, It was not clear which party 
were the aggreſſors in this tumult. In 1 
mean time the high court of juſtice, as the - 
official protectors of the police, took this 5 
opportunity of preſenting a requiſition to 
che ſtates of Holland, demanding the abo- 
litĩon of the aſſociation of 1 
the Hague. This requiſition was for a 
conſiderable time under the 2 of 
nnn Kier eke PA ; 
2 E RNS: 
1 In the ſubſequent e of ** = 
partiſans. of the ſtadtholder, influenced 15 
probably by the idea of the increaſe of his 
party in the ſtates of Holland, diſplayed 
their exultation in various tumultuary pro- 


cxedings. Theſe, were ſuppreſſed. by the . 
75 VvVigilance 


. 


2 
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vigilance of the provincial ſtates; and a 
circumſtance occurred upon this oceaſion j x 
which ſeems to deſerve to be commemorat+ ; 
ed. The uſuals ſignals of party, the,diſe. 
play of flags upon the churches, and the 


adorning their perſons. with various orna- 
ments of the colour of the houſe of the 


ſtadtholder, had long ſince been prohibit- 
ed. The friends of the prince, who were 


ſtill numerous at the Hague, had now re- 


courſe'to a different method of evincing 
their attachment. The windows of their 


houſes were adorned with all ſorts of yel- 5 


low and orange coloured flowers; and no 


ſpectacle could be more gay and refreſhing, 
than that which was afforded by the zeal 
of thoſe enthuſiaſtical politicians. This 


ſignal, like the former, now received its 


prohibition from the provincial aſſembly; 


and the officers of juſtice were employed 
with much ſtrictneſs in the removal of 


anemonas, ranunculuſes, and guli- 
flowers. N 
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The different memorials of the king ß 
b Pruſſia appear to have gi ven ſome pain to 

the leaders of the ariſtocratical party; and 

the court of France at their requeſt deli- 
vered in an addreſs on the 21 of April to 

the ſtates general, declaratory of their de- 
termination, both to interfere in no fort 


with the internal diſſenſions of the repub- 
lie, and firmly-to oppoſe any other power, 
that ſhould adopt ſo unadviſed and irregular 
5 proceeding. The memorial of France 
was followed in the enſuing month by an 
aſſurance from the king of Pruffia, and in 
the month of July by a declaration from the 
king of Great Britain, that they were de- 
termined to interfere in the diflenfions of 
the United Provinces, only by their good 
wiſhesand their mediation, and by no means 


by. the adoption of any meaſures of com- 

pulſion and violence. At the fame time 
they took care to expreſs their good wiſhes 

and anxiety for the prerogatives of the 
ſtadtholder. bY 


The 


t 5 1 

The great and final queſtion ceſpedting f 
the diſpoſition of the garriſon of the Hague 
was at length brought forward in the 
ſtates of Holland on the 27 of July. The 
ſenate of Amſterdam perſiſted in the mea« 
ſures it had adopted in favour of the ſtadts 
holder, and even proceeded ſo far as to 


write to the ſcnates of the other towns of 


the province, to recommend to them to 
inſtruct their deputies in the provincial | 
| Rates, to vote for the reſtoration of the 
ſtadtholder to the command of the garriſon. 
The ſenate in its zeal for moderation 
took another ſtep, which ſeemed fayours 
able to the ſucceſs of the ſtadtholder, in 
propoſing the ſuppreſſion of the free corps, 
that had been aſſociated in the province of 
Holland. The preponderancy of the city 
of Amſterdam in the ſtates of the province 
had almoſt become proverbial; and it had 
generally been found, that nothing could 
reſiſt any meaſure, which that city per- 
N 2 ſſited 
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| ſiſted to recommend. - But ſuch was the 
ill fortune, that adhered to every project 
that was formed for the benefit of the 


ſtadtholder, that even invariable maxims 

| nature, when they appeared aufpicious to 
his cauſe. Thus in the preſent caſe the 
queſtion of the-reſtoration of the garriſon 
of the Hague was carried againſt him, 
there being nine. voices in his favour and 
ten in the negative. The minority con- 


fiſted of the deputies of the nobility,” and 


of the towns of Delft, Amſterdam, Rot- 


terdam, the Brille, Edam, Hoorn, En- 
chuyſen and Medemblic. The majority 


was conſtituted from the deputies of Dort, 
Haarlem, Leyden, Gouda, Gorcum, Schie- 


dam, Schoonhoven, Alkmaar, nn 


dam and Purmerent. 


1 f the e relative to the garri- 
ſon of the Hague during this period be 


very 


and conſtant experience changed their 


1. 
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; wr pat thoſe, which *thlated: to 
the meditated reform of the town govern- 
ments, are not leſs worthy of our attention. 
It has been already ſeen, that the ſenate 
of the city of Utrecht, better diſpoſed. to 
liſten to the ſuggeſtions. of the burghers 
than at ſome former periods, had ap- 
pointed on the 10 of Auguſt 1785 a com- 
mittee of their body, authoriſed to digeſt, 
in concert with the delegates of the 
burghers, a new regulation of regency to 
be ſubſtituted in the room of the regu- 
lation of 1674. This committee appear 
to have entered on their office with much 
greater alacrity and promptitude, than their 
predeceſſors had done. Accordingly on 
the 18 of September the magiſtrates were 
enabled to ſubmit to the citizens the 
draught of a proviſional regulation. It was 
to have been wiſhed, and, if the inclina- 
tions of the towns of the province had 


ſufficed to decide upon the events there is 
G ä N 3 | little 


- 


TELLS 


title doybt it would have happened, that 


2 new regulation, in lieu of that which 


introduced at once by the authority of the 
ſtates of Utrecht into eyery part of the 


province. In the mean time the regulation, 


now brought forward, was meaned to pro- 


vide againſt the poſſible failure of . 


more extenſive plan; ſo that, if the benefit 
could not be extended to take in all their 
fellow ſubjects, the eity of Utrecht at leaſt 
might reap the advantages that would 
accrue, The outlines of the proviſional 


regulation appear to have been, to aboliſſn 


the great influence of the ſtadtholder in the 
election of magiſtrates, and to introduce a 
new power in the conſtitution in behalf of- 
the citizens at large. This was to conſiſt 
of a college of ſixteen perſons under the 
denomination of tribunes, who, together 
with the deputies of the eight wards of the 
city, were to have à negative in the firſt 
| inſtance 
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, ſtance upon the eleftion of ma ſtrates 


to whom the magiſtrates were to be ac · 

countable, and who might accuſe, cenſure | 
or depoſe any member of the ſenate at 
their pleaſure. This regulation, with a 
ſolemnity that reminds us of all that was 
conceived of the majeſty of the people in 
the beſt periods of antiquity, was ordered 
to be read for fourteen days ſucceſſively in 
the Guildhall of the city, and the burghers 
and inhabitants were invited to deliver in 
to the town ſecretary their remarks and 
objections in ſealed papers, in caſe that | 


any one in particular, or a number of 
them together, might judge it to be their 
duty to adopt this proceeding. The ob- 
jections were to be conſidered, and the 
whole reviſed, previouſly to the regulations 
receiving the force of a law. 


It preſently appeared, that the idea of 
a proviſional regulation was by no means 
N 4 - a ſuper» 
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2 ſuperfluous precaution. The annual 


election of magiſtrates for the city of 


Utrecht was held on the 12 of October; 
and a few days prior to this ſolemnity the 
ſtates of the province, having taken into 


conſideration the demands of the burghers, 


came to a peremptory reſolution, that the 


regulation of regency of 1674 was a juſt and 


beneficial regulation, and ought by no 
means to be ſubjected to any variation. 
From this moment it appears, that the 
ſenate of Utrecht became ſecretly deſirous 
of evading the execution of the proviſional 
regulation; and, though on the 12 of 


October twenty- five of the | magiſtrates 


took au oath, in conformity to the deſire 


of the burghers, in which they declared - 
that the regulation of 1674 had been in- 


troduced by violence, and was contrary in 
many reſpects to the privileges, the rights 


and the cuſtoms of the conſtitution, and 
ſolemnly promiſed to exert their efforts for 


= 


its 


t 1 
its abolition 3 yet this proceeding was more 
favourable in appearance than in reality, 
and they ſtill harboured intentions, which 
militated againſt whatever the burghers 
had ſo long exerted themſelves to aceom- 


1 * 
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8 But the temper of the citizens of Utrecht 

was not ſuch, as to allow the reformation 
they meditated to be evaded with impu- 
nity. Having for ſome time expected with 
patience the farther, proceedings of their 
magiſtrates, they at length determined 
no longer to be trifled with in this impor- 
tant concern, and, having preſented them- 
ſelves in a body under arms to the ſenate, 
they inſiſted upon their fixing a reaſon- 
able time for the accompliſhment of their 
wiſhes, The ſenate accordingly conſented, 
that the proviſional regulation ſhould be 
conſidered from that day as having the 
force of a law, and that upon that day 
| three 


three months it ſhould be carried into exe- 
cution, in purſuance of the wiſhes of the 
burghers, and to the neglect of the obnox- 
vous regulation of 1674. This event took 
place on the 20 of December ; and it was 
only a few days after, that the ſtates of 
Holland addreſſed a letter to the ſtates of 
Utrecht, offering them their good offices 
and their amicable intervention for the 
reſtoration of that-harmony, the want of 
which was ſo deeply to be regretted in all 
orders of the inhabitants. In the mean 
time the propoſed mediation did not ap- 
pear to meet the wifhes of any of the 


parties concerned, and accordingly no far- 
ther proceedings were taken in relation 
to iT 5 | | Bs 


The 20 of March 1786, the day choſen 
by the ſenate for the final execution. of 
the proviſional regulation, was equally an 
object of apprehenſion and dread to the. 

ariſto- 


7 J 


ariſtocratical party in Utrecht, and of de- 


ſire and exultation to the burghers and 
citizens; Many were the conſultations, 
that were probably held between the ſena- 


tors and the aſſembly of the ſtates, for the 


concerting ſuch meaſures, as might be 


moſt likely to defeat the expectations of 
the democratical party. At length how- 
ever, when the period was approaching, 


the ſenate, actuated at once by prejudice, 


by obſtinacy and by terror, made a public k 


retraQation of their promiſe of the 20 of 


December under the pretence that it had 


been extorted from them by violence, and 
they ſupported this deciſive proceeding, by 
the publication of very ſevere placards 
againſt any ſort of motion on the part of 
the burghers, and by reſolving to demand 
from the ſtadtholder a body of troops for 
the ſupport of their authority, 2 


. Put, as the danger to the provincial | 


ſtates 


{ 
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-+ ſtates,was pot ſo imminent. as it appeared 
ta the ſenate, they were not prepared for 
sb af ſo extraordinary a deſcription. 

Through the whole progreſs of the buſi- 
+ nefs they had maintained a more moderate 


and dignified line of conduct. As they 


had never gone the length of the ſenate in 
kheir accommodation to the deſires of the 
burghers, ſo neither had they diſgraced 
themſelves by thoſe ſudden and violent 


revolutions of conduct, which had in two 


or three different inſtances ſtamped the 


character of the ſenate in no favourable 
colours. Accordingly in the preſent in- 
ſtance the ſtates of Utrecht, in concert 
with the towns of the province, declared 
themſelves adverſe to the precipitate, de- 
mand that had been made of military aſſiſt- 
ance. The burghers alſo found a more 
effectual and valuable friendſhip in the 


| aſſembly of the ſtates of Holland, who, 


being informed in time of orders giyen 
without 


of their diviſion, to march to Utrecht, and 
in caſe of reſiſtance to lay ſiege to the city, 
took care to prevent theſe orders from p 


being carried into execution. Thus it ap- 


pears, that, if it had not been for the pru- 


dent interference of the ſtates of Holland, 


matters would have been much ſooner 
brought to thoſe unfortunate extremities, 
by which it is too often neceflary to decide 
upon the moſt acknowledged rights of 
uma. 


7 
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The ſenate of Utrecht, diſappointed i in 
thoſe meaſures, by which they hoped to 
have been enabled to bid defiance to their 
citizens, were obliged on the dreaded 20 
of March to make an humiliating ſubmiſ- 


ſion, proportioned to the arrogance and 
precipitancy, with which they had ſought 
to involve matters in open hoſtility. Ac- 
cordingly the eight companies of the bur : 
ghers | 


* 


—̃ — . —— = 


t go - | 
| ur etmnbisd under arms by order of the 

ſenate at half after ſeven in the morning, 
and remained in this poſture till half after 
ten in the evening. This preliminary be- 
ing adjuſted, ' twenty-feven members of 
the ſenate entered into conference with 
the delegates and deputies of the burghers, 
and, after a variety of propoſitions on either 
fide, agreed to terms of conciliation. The 
principal of theſe terms conſiſted, firſt, in 
the admitting the burghers under arms, 
ſolemnly to abjure before three deputies of 
the ſenate the regulation of 1674, to de- 
clare their acknowledgment of the legality 
of the new regulation, and to ſwear to its 
punctual obſervance. In the ſecond place, 
fourteen, being the majority of twenty= 
ſeven members of the ſenate who were 


preſent, ſigned and made oath to a decla- 
| ration, that on the 12 of October fol- 
lowing the magiſtracy ſhould be choſen in 
conformity to the new regulation, and the 

. ſenate 
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ſenate ſhould then ſwear to the punctual 
obſervance of that regulation in all future 
time: ſuch perſons, as refuſed to take this 
oath, were to be conſidered as zþ/o fatto des 
poſed fro from their office of . Wa 7 


The citizens of Wyk, than a town 
inconſiderable in itſelf, ſeemed to have 
imbibed the genuine ſpirit of liberty no 
leſs deeply than the inhabitants of their 
capital. Accordingly in the month of 
October 1785 they reformed the regulation 
of regency of 1674, and they fixed, pro- 
bably in imitation of the metropolis, upon 
the 20 day of March 1786 as the period 
of adopting the new regulation. On this 
day they proceeded to a greater length 
than the burghers of Utrecht had done; 
and, calling upon the ſenate inſtantly to 
take oath to the new regulation, they de- 
| poſed upon the ſpot fix members of that | 
body who refuſed the requiſition. Pro- 
oo: cCeͤeding 
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ceeding in the ſame ſpirit, they went on 
to elect ſix new ſenators, in in the room 


of | thoſe wWho had thus abdicated their 
office. The ſtates of the province were 


both more highly offended with the people 


of Wyk for their having been the firſt to 


adopt deciſive meaſures, and were better 
pleaſed to diſplay their reſentment againſt 


this inconſiderable town, as they imagin- 
ed, they ſhould be able to act in this caſe 


with r effect, and ſhould thus exhi- 6 


bit a proper example to the refraftory 


burpbers of Utrecht. ' Influenced by theſe 


conſiderations, they proceeded to depoſe by 
ſummary proceſs the ſenators, who had 


been raiſed to that office by the election of 


the burghers of Wyk, and they appoint- 


ed an extraordinary commiſſion to inquire 
into all that had paſſed, relatively ta the 


degradation of the former magiſtrates, and 
the unconſtitutional aſſumption of power 


on the part of the burghers. 55 
R | The 
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The inhabitants of Wyk, who were 
for the moſt part traders and people of 
1 mechanical profeſſion , were expected from 


the mediocrity of their circumſtances, to 

be leſs reſolute and determined than the 
prouder inhabitants of Utrecht. They 
exhibited however no marks of a timid and 
puſillanimous ſpirit. They furbiſhed up 


the cannon of their fortifications, and pre- 


pared for a regular defence. At the ſame 
time their ſenate, purified as they had 
been from the droſs of the ariſtocratical 


party, aded entirely in concert with the 


inhabitants, annulled the placard of the 


ſtates of the province, and declared them- 


Hikes reſolved to ſacrifice. their lives and 


"their fortunes in defence of the new regu- 
lation. The burghers of Utrecht, ani- | 
| mated by the heroic proceedings of the 

| ſubordinate town, and convinced that the 
fate of the one was intimately connected 
with the fate of the other, entered into a 


O | ſolemn 
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ſolemn affociation, in caſe the inhabitants 
of Wyk were attacked, to affiſt them to 
the utmoſt of their power. Terrified at 
the formidable countenance which was 
thus aſſumed by the' democratical party, 
the council committee of the ſtates adopt- 
ed the prudent reſolution of declaring their 
purpoſe not to ſend any troops againſt the 
citizens of Wyk. Such were the events 
of the month of April. 


It was not till the cloſe of the enſuing 
May, that the ſtates of Utrecht ſummoned 
up reſolution, to enter into any farther 
proceedings in a buſineſs, in which their 
| character for principle and firmneſs were 
| ſo intimately involved. They appear, dur- 
| ing the whole progreſs of the affair, to 
have expected much advantage from giving 

time for the popular ſpirit to evaporate. 
The experiment was perhaps the moſt 


prudent that their ſituation permitted them 
8 5 to 
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to adopt; but it was unfortunately produo- 
tive of no benefit to their cayſe. Acting | 
however upon this principle, they now | 
conceived they might venture upon the 
farther meaſure of ſummoning the four 
new burgomaſters of Wyk, who had been 
choſen in conformity to the democratical 
principle, perſonally to appear before their 
tribunal. A meflenger of ſtate having 
been diſpatched in order to ſerve this no- 
tice upon the magiſtrates, he was driven 
from the town with ignominy, without 
being ſuffered to fulfil the purpoſe of his 
errand. It was neceſſary however that 
the notice ſhould be formally ſerved; and 
accordingly a' ſecond meſſenger was diſ- 
patched by the ſtates. This man was 
ſeized by order of the ſenate of Wyk, and 
thrown into priſon, They were ſupport- 
ed in this unprecedented boldneſs by the 
offer, which had been tendered to them, 


| of afſiſtance from the free corps of the 
O 2 province 
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province of Holland, as well as of foveral 
other e Tt 9 


The "a of Utrecht met to deliberate 
upon the violent and refractory proceed- 
5 ings: of the citizens of the inferior town on 
the 10 of June; and it was expected that 
the reſult would be the ſending a party of 
troops againſt them to reduce them to 
reaſon. But the ſtates were not yet pre- 
pared for the laſt extremity. Holland had 
already exprefily forbidden the troops of 
her diviſion to march againſt any of the 
towns of the republic; and there was rea- 

ſon to apprehend that the example of Hol- 
land might be imitated in caſe of emer- 
gency by other provinces. And, beſide 
this conſideration, the ſtates had a danger 
more imminent depending over them. The 
burghers of Utrecht took care to aſſemble 
on the ſame day under arms, and to take 


meaſures for ſecuring the gates of the city, 
© reſolved 


0 


I 7 J 


reſolved at all events, not to ſuffer any 
ching to paſs the gates, to the prejudice 


of their allies of the townſhip of Wyk. 


The ſtates accordingly thought proper to 
defer coming to any determination upon 
the buſineſs till the 5 of July, and on that 
day they farther adjourned the conſidera- 


tion for one month. In the mean time, 


to ſupport to the utmoſt of their power 
the declining fpirit of the ariſtocracy in the 


province, the ſenates of the towns entered 


into a ſecret confederacy to ſuppreſs as far 


as poſſible the high pretenſions and the 
growing power of the citizens. 


But the attention of the ſtates of Utrecht 
was now diverted, from the more diminu- 
tive tranſactions of the inhabitants of Wyk, 
to the deciſive proceedings which were 
adopted in the capital under their imme- 
diate obſervation. It was a circumſtance, 


unfavourable to the wiſhed for decline of 
O3 the 


i - 4 
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the democratical ſpirit, that, in conſe- 
quence of the threatening proceedings of 
the ſtates, the burghers had thought them- 


ſelves obliged to aſſemble under arms, in 
order to counteract thoſe proceedings, if | 
they were carried to too violent extremities. 
Being aſſembled, it was natural they ſhould 
embrace the opportunity of conferring 
together on the topics of their common 
intereſt, and deliberating on the meaſures 
it became them to adopt, in the face of the 
violent oppoſition that they ſaw preparing 
againſt them. It was but too evident, 
whatever were the engagements *that the 
ſenate had entered into with the citizens 
on the 20 of March, that theſe engage- 
ments would be pronounced to have been 
extorted, not voluntary, and of conſe- 
quence that whatever democratical pro- 
ceedings were introduced, muſt be intro- 
duced by the burghers by their ſingle ex- 
ertion. nnr on the laſt of the 

1 days 
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days we have mentioned, the 5. of July, 
the burghers drew up a manifeſto, ad- 
drefled to the ſenate of their town, declar- 
ing their reſolution immediately to put 
themſelves in poſſeſſion of the benefits, that 
were held out to them in the celebrated 
proviſional regulation. This manifeſto 
they incloſed in a circular letter to the 
' ſtates of the other ſix provinces ; explain 
ing in this letter, in a very conciſe manner, 
the meaſures, that had been occaſioned 
ſince the year 1783 by the meditated re- 
form of their town government, and the 
neceſſity, that at length obliged them to 
adopt this peremptory proceeding. They 
addrefled another copy of their manifeſto 
to the king of France, not, as they obſerv- 
ed, with the deſign of intereſting his gene- 
roſity, or wiſhing to receive from him any 
aſſiſtance or influence either direct or in- 
direct; but they had taken this ſtep, in 
order that the king, their moſt intimate 
O 4 | friend 
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friend and ally, might not be led, by any 
falſe and malicious intelligence that might 
be conveyed to him, to entertain any pre- 
judices unfavourable to their views. The 
ſolemnity of the day cloſed with the regu- 
lar election of the college of the ſixteen 
| tribunes, and with a notice to the ſenate, 
requiring them to admit this new body to 
take the accuſtomed oaths, together with 
an oath abjuring the regulation of 1674. 


The day of the 2 of Auguſt was: ſtill 
more ſolemn and concluſive than the 
5 of July. The ſenate had in the in- 
terval given a formal refuſal to, admit the 
college of tribunes to the accuſtomed 
oaths ; and, the burghers being now aſ- 
ſembled under arms, the ſenators were 
ſummoned each one by name to appear in 
the aſſembly, to acknowledge the legality 
of the new elected body. The ſenate, the 
Proper number of which was forty, had 


now 
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now dwindled, in conſequence of the un- 
certain ſtate of the town government, to 
thirty ſeven. Only five of theſe appeared 
in the aſſembly of the armed burghers. 
Before them the ſixteen tribunes took the 
ab which were received in the name of 
the citizens by the ſenior officers of the 
different companies, The tribunes were 
now conducted to the apartment deſtined 
for the place of their aſſembly; and, 
together with the ſenior officers, their firſt 
meaſure was to declare, that thirty of the 
ſenators, in conſequence of their refuſal to 
comply with the inclinations of thecitizens, 
had abdicated their office. Two of the 
magiſtrates, though they had not ventured 
to appear upon this memorable occaſion, 
were known to be ſecretly diſpoſed in 
| favour of the democracy, and were accord- 
ingly ſpared in the general proſcription. 
| Previouſly to their ſeparation, the aſſembly 
of the burghers, apprehending ſome vio- 
lence 
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lence on the part of the degraded ſenators, 
unanimouſly nominated Mr. Gordon, one 


of their body, governor of the city ; and 
directed, that the keys of the gates ſhould 
be placed under his care, in lieu of being 
delivered, as had hitherto been done, to 
the preſident burgomaſter. They alſo 
ordered that a formal notice ſhould be | 
ſerved upon the abdicated ſenators, declar- 
ing that they had from that day vacated 
their offices and employments, and enjoin- 
ing them to abſtain from the functions of 
magiſtracy and police, as well as from their 
deputation in the aſſembly of the ſtates. 


The degraded ſenators attempted on the 
Monday following, the 7 of Auguſt, to 
aflemble in the Guildhall ; and for that 
purpoſe applied for the aſſiſtance of a ſmall | 
body of cavalry, which was at this time 
in garriſon in the city of Utrecht ; but, 


being refuſed by the commanding officer, 
they 


1 
they deſiſted from their purpoſe. The 
meaſure, that remained to them, was that 
of entering their proteſt before the aſſembly 
of the ſtates; and ſimilar proteſtations 
were at the ſame time delivered in by the 
deputies of the nobility and of the clergy. 
In the mean time the burghers, undiſmay- 
ed at theſe proceedings, went on gradually; . 

with the utmoſt tranquillity and good 
order, to ele& new ſenators in the room 
of the thirty whoſe office had been vacated. 
The number of candidates, that offered 
themſelves in ſo critical a ſituation, were 


few. But the citizens diſplayed no ineli- 
nation to retract the meaſures they had 
taken, and the election of every new ſena- 
tor was diſtinguiſhed by a day of feſti- 
vity and well-tempered mirth. | Towards 
the cloſe of the month, fifteen new ſenators. 
having been elected, they were ſolemnly 
Inſtalled with the uſual formalities, and 

8 0 took 
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took the oaths in the ſame manner as the 
college of tribunes had done. 


The ſlates of the province were reduced 
by theſe events to a more critical ſituation, 
- than any in which they had hitherto been 
placed. It is but juſtice to acknowledge, 
that, though they diſplayed the moſt 
nnalterable - reſolution in the maintenance 


of the old forms of government, they had 
however proceeded with all the moderation 
and prudence the nature of the caſe would 
admit. They might now have recourſe to 
the obvious expedient of calling in the 
aſſiſtance of the military; and there was 
no doubt but the invitation would be joy- 
fully received by the ſtadtholder. This 
meaſure however was odious in its nature, 
and calamitous in its tendency. It had at 
the ſame time another quality, which pro- 
bably ſtill more ſtrongly deterred the 

aſſembly 
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0 aſſembly of the ſtates of Utrecht. This 


quality was the very uncertain ſucceſs that 
would attend it. They could not hope for 
the ſupport of any of the other provinces; 
they might expect the reſiſtance of the moſt 
conſiderable, Uncertain how to proceed re- 
latively to this moſt important object, they 
adopted a meaſure, which they conceived 
to be immediately neceflary for the vindi- 
cation of their dignity, and, having ad- 
journed their meeting, and withdrawn 
themſelves from Utrecht, they aſſembled 
on the 30 of Auguſt in the town of Amerſ- 
fort. This proceeding was followed by a 
proteſt on the part of the new ſenate of 
Utrecht, declaring, that there exiſted no 
ſufficient reaſons for ſo extraordinary a con- 
duct; that the decency and tranquillity the 
burghers had ſhown 1n the late revolution 
announced on their part a manly firmneſs 
of ſentiment, but by no means a ſpirit of 
turbulence and ſedition. From all this 
4 they 
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they inferred, th at the meeting of Amerf- 


fort was unlawfully convoked, illegal in 


and they threatened to inflict an exemplary 
puniſhment on any inhabitant of the city 
of Utrecht who ſhould aſſiſt in this aſſem- 
bly.. | | | | 


I The democratical ſpirit, though its ef- 


forts were moſt memorable in the towns 


and province of Utrecht, was by no means 


confined to fo narrow a theatre. We have 
already ſeen the progreſs which it made in 
Overyſſel. The ſtates of Frieſland, in 


its nature, and incapable of its functions: 


compliance with the burghers of Lewar- 


den, the capital of the province, had in the 


cloſe of the year 1785 directed the ſenate 


of that town to digeſt a new regulation of 


regency; and the ſenate accordingly con- 


voked the burghers, and invited them to 
elect a certain number of delegates, who 
might cooperate with the magiſtrates in 


this 


— 
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this important buſineſs. The prince of 
| Orange, who from ſome ſym ptoms ap- 
pears to have conſidered himſelf as ſecure 
of the countenance of the ſtates of F rieſ· 
land, thought proper to ſend them in the 
month of February 1786 a letter, which 
had fallen into his hands, and which, as 
being favourable to the views of the demo- 
cracy, he treated as contrary to the prin- 
ciples of tue conſtitution, and deſerving of 
the animadverſion of the ſtates. The 
anſwer, which was returned to the com- 
munication of the ſtadtholder, was by no 
means ſuch as he appears to have expected. 
They returned to him the obnoxious letter ; 
they demanded an explanation of his ſen- 
| timents, relatively to the right of the ſtates 
to form regulations of regency for the re- 
ſpective towns of their juriſdiction, and to 
the right of election exerciſed in theſe 
towns by the prince of Orange; and they 
inſiſted on a perem ptory anſwer within the 
term 


/ 
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| E. SIT Wis er deren days. The anfwer of the 
—_ - prince was of courſe conformable to the 
ij 5 | ſentiments he had always maintained on the 
_——- fubject. It was about the ſame time, that 
ll! the town of Groningen, having introduced 


| | | the new regulation of regency and choſen 
—_ tribunes, and theſe tribunes having elected 
eiglit ſenators, the ſtadtholder communi- 
| cated to them his rejection of two of them 
without aſſigning any reaſon. The aſſem- | 
= | Bly of the burghers yielded no compliance 
| to the commands of the ſtadtholder, 
But the ſpirit of reform appears no where 
to have ſtruck a deeper root, than in the 
b 1 towns of the province of Guelderland. 
= Unfortunately the ſtates -of this province 
were little likely to yield any compliance 

5 with the withes of the burghers, and were 
Pl all the provincial aſſemblies the moſt 
= devoted to the intereſts of the ſtadtholder. 
280 early as the month of June 1784, the 


3 ” burghers 


1 . 
burghers of Arnheim addreſſed the. Rates, 


| of the province, reclaiming the right, of | 


nomination to the office of ſenator, to be. 
exerciſed by a certairi number of electors. 
choſen by the citizens. T he ſtates returned, 


to this addreſs a direct negative, and at the 


ſame time en joined the magiſtracy to exert 


their vigilance, to Prevent, any. ſteps being oh 


taken in conformity to the democratical 
ſpirit. In March 178 5 Mr. de Capellen 
of Marſch, one of the honourable number 
of thoſe nobles who have ſtood forward i in 
the cauſe of popular freedom, entered his 


proteſt in the aflembly of Zutplien againſt 


the appointment of a receiver general and 


8 another officer, which had been made by 


the ſtadtholder in conformity to the regu · 
lation of 1674, and his proteſt received the 


reſpectable ſignatures of another nobleman 
of the houſe of Capellen, of two nobles of 
the houſe of Hekeren, and of meſſieurs 


H alland de Keppel, and Rauwenort d Ulen- oa 


P pas. 
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pas. The ſpirit of reform continuing fo 
make a ſtill greater progreſs, the ſtates of 
Guelderland came to a reſolution in the 
month of May 1786, confirming the regu- 
lation of 1674, and forbidding under the 
moſt rigorous penalties the drawing up of 
any petitions for the redreſs of this regu- 


lation, and the aſſociating of any bodies of 


armed burghers within their juriſdiction. : 
| The friends of democracy in the towns 
of Guelderland were not likely to be 
brought over by the peremptory meaſures 
of the provincial ſtates. The citizens of 
Elburg and Hattem had particularly diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves by their meaſures 
for introducing the projected reform, and 
they appear to have received the counte- 
nance of their magiſtrates. Upon the pre- 
ent occaſion two of the magiſtrates of El- 
burg, determined to manifeſt their diſap- 
probation of the reſolution of the ſtates of 
8 * SGuel⸗ 
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Guelderland, 6 Which that afferably had 
given the form of a proclamation, by not 
ſuffering it to be poſted up in the market, 
and other places of reſort in the town. 
Having been required by the ſtates to ac- 


count for ſo extraordinary and indecent a 


conduct, inſtead of apologizing for it as an 
offence, they undertook to vindicate it up- 
on the principle of liberty. But they had 
to deal with other adverſaties than the 
ſtates of the province of Utrecht. The 
ſtates of Utrecht were animated rather by 
an inordinate attachment to the principles 
of the ariſtocracy, than a deference to the 
ſtadtholder; and they appear to have con- 
ducted themſelves with conſiderable pru- 
dence, moderation and wiſdom. The ſtates 
of Guelderland on the other hand were 
implicitly devoted to the houſe of Orange, 
and their meaſures muſt therefore be ex- 
pected to partake of the precipitance and 
inconſideration of the miniſtry of the 

Fg . 
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adtholder. . The perfans,, who directed 
the concerns of the prince, were probably 


both diſappointed and mortified, that affairs 


had not ſooner been brought to a criſis i in 
the province of Utrecht. They are faid 
to have been encouraged by the event, that 
happened on the 17 of Auguſt, of the 
death of the illuſtrious Frederic II, king 
of Pruſſia; fy and by the conſideration, that 
his ſucceſſor, equally | at the head of an 
army of between two and three hundred 
thouſand men, was in the vigour of youth, 
and was more nearly related to the prince 
of Orange, as being the brother of his 
conſort. Whatever be the motives we 
aſcribe to their conduct, certain it is, 
that they eagerly embraced the opportu- 
nity, which was afforded them by the un- 
controlled influence they poſſeſſed over the 
aſſembly of this province. Accordingly 
the ſtadtholder was requeſted, by a vote of 
the 371 of Auguſt, to order a body of troops 


to 
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to march to garriſon the towns both of 
Elburg and Hattem; and their requeſt 
was immediately granted. The burghers 
in the mean time, encouraged by the ſuc- 

ceſsful countenance which had been held 
by the towns of Utrecht and Wyk, in- 
ſtead of preparing themſelves for ſubmiſ- 
ſion, cleared the fortifications of the towns, 
erected batteries, and provided themſelves 
with cannon and all ſorts of warlike ammu- 


nition. Their firmneſs and courage re- 


ceived the approbation of the free corps of 
the republic in general, and they were rein- 
forced by a number of volunteers from dif- 
ferent parts of the province of Holland. 
A ſtill larger detachment of volunteers 
marched into the city of Utrecht, which 
was every day expected to be hoſtilely at- | 
tacked by order of the provincial ſtates 
newly aſſembled in the town of Amerſ- 
fort. 


"The ſtates of Holland were, during FR 
| 3 whole 


ae] 
whale of theſe tranſactions, placed in a de- : 
licate and critical fityation. The mem- 
bers of a long eſtabliſhed ariſtocracy, they 
could not be fincerely pleaſed with the ra- 


| pid progreſs that was made by principles 
of a different ſort. In the mean time 
they dared not to declare themſelves open- 
ly in oppoſition to the ideas of reforma- 
tion; and they beheld in the ſtates of | 
Utrecht, who were obliged to throw them- 
ſelves into the arms of the ſtadtholder, an 
example of the diſadvantages that would 
reſult from ſuch a mode of proceeding. 
It was neceſſary, at the ſame time that they 
confidered the principles of democracy, as 
to the laſt degree mal-a-propos and unfortu- 
nate in the period of their occurrence, that 
they ſhould court and win over to their ſide 


— 


the advocates of thoſe principles. At all 
times they had been prompt to offer their 
mediation, and thus, if poſſible, to have 
moderated the claims of either party. They 
would doubtleſs have been forward to an- 


nihilate 
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nihilate the great power of the ſtadthol- 
der in the election of the ſenates, provided 
the burghers would have given up on their 
part the demand of a college of tribunes, 
which was diametrically in oppoſition to 


the favourite ſelf-eletive power which had 
ſo long been exerciſed by the magiſtrates. 


But* the ſpirit of municipal reform, 
which was not confined to one or two 
provinces, had long fince inſinuated itſelf | 
amongſt the people of Holland. It is 
difficult preciſely to trace the ſteps, that 
were taken under the influence of this 
ſpirit in the different towns of the province ; 
a few of the more conſiderable inſtances 
it may be proper to ſelect. The burghers 
of Hoorn ſet up in the month of March 
1786, the claim of electing their magiſ- 
trates in conformity to the new regula- 
tion, and of no longer paying deference to 
the caſting voice of the ſtadtholder. The 


ſtates of Holland adopted the meaſure of 
P 4 directing, 


e 


direQing, that the enſuing nomination, as 
ſoon as it was made, ſhould be ſubjected to 
their reviſion, as the moſt natural way of | 


procraſtinating the buſineſs, and prevent- 
| ing any conſiderable conſequences. In 
me following June a ſmall number of 
| the citizens of Rotterdam, with one of the 
magiſtrates at their head, thought proper 
vpon ſome pretence to refuſe to admit the 
nomination that had been made by the 
ſtadtholder. In this caſe the proceeding 
was eaſy; as a minority had apparently 
no right to make any alteration in the con- 
ſtitution of the town government. The 
proceedings of the refractory magiſtrate 
were of conſequence | ſet aſide, and things 
were directed to return to their old chan- 
0 nel, A queſtion, reſpecting che diviſſ ions 
| in the province of Utrecht, was moved 


about this time by the ſtates of Holland, 
and was debated with great warmth, = 
1 at conſiderable length. A numerous party | 
| | in the aſſembly ſupported the idea of their 
| 


aſſiſting 


— — 
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aſſiſting by force of arms, the juſt and Joo | 
founded pretenſions of the neighbouring 
ſtates. Another party, and which was 
perhaps more - numerous, oppoſed this 
meaſure, as oppreſſive in its tendency, and 
contrary to the juſt rights of the citizens. 
The diviſion upon this point was ſo nearly 
equal, that i it was not thought proper by the 
aſſembly to come to any deciſion. In the 
mean time the town of Dort, which ac- 
tively embraced the principles of the pro- 
jected reform, was more fortunate i iu the 
time that was ſelected for carrying that 
reform into execution. They entered 
upon the buſineſs nearly at the ſame mo- 
ment, in which hoſtilities had been deter- 
mined on againſt the towns of Elburg and 
Hattem, and they were ſuffered: to take 
their meaſures without interruption. 


The hoſtile appearance, which was er- 
kibited by the inferior towns of Guelder- 
land, ſerved only to ſtrengthen the teſolu- 


tion, | 
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tion, and to haſten the meaſures of the 
ſtates of the province. The troops were 
accompanied with a manifeſto, by which 
the magiſtrates were required voluntarily 
to receive the garriſon of the ſtates, and to 
return, together with their citizens, to a 


proper ſenſe of duty and order. Three 
| hours were given them to deliberate on 


the conduct they ſhould hold, and the of- 
ficer, who commanded the troops, was di- 
rected in caſe of reſiſtance, to introduce a 
garriſon into the towns in ſpite of the ob- 
ſtacles that might be oppoſed, and to em- 
ploy violence and force for the mainte- 


nance of the ſovereign authority. The 


troops firſt arrived before Elburg, and the 
inhabitants having refuſed to comply, a 
few ſhot were fired on either fide, but 
without killing or wounding any one of the 
aſſailants or the beſieged. The free corps 
at length withdrew themſelves, the towns 
people opened the gates, and the ſoldiers 
entered without farther obſtacle. The ex- 

pedition 
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pedition againſt Hattem was not attended 
with greater difficulty, The burghers 
prepared themſelves for reſiſtance, but the 
ſenate having determined to receive the ga- 
riſon, the volunteers, and the more enthu- 
ſiaſtical partiſans, retired with precipita- 
tion, and the town fell into the poſſeſſion 
of the military. 8 
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5 Raynevai—Si ituation and Views of the di- 
ferent Provinces— Majority 'of Holland in 
* favour of the Stadibolder.— Revolution of the 
Regencies of Amſterdam and Rotterdam.— 
Conduct of the States General. —Baitle of 
Futphaas.—Tumult of Anfterdam.—Com- 
mencement of Ho Niles 


HE period, to which we are now 

brought in the courſe of our narra- 
tive, was a moment of criſis for the repub- 
lic. The meaſures, that were at this 
time adopted by the ſtadtholder, were re- 
garded by his opponents, as amounting to 
little leſs than the ma making war upon the 


f 


ſtate, from which he derived the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed emoluments and honours. The 
introducing a garriſon into the towns of 
Elburg and Hattem, was in their opinion 


fairly entitled to this conſtruction. But 
this 
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this was not the only ſource of their alarm. 
The aſſembly of the ſtates ſitting at Amerſ- 
fort came on their part to a reſolution, 
to- requeſt the ſtadtholder to ſend a de- 
tachment of his troops, to reduce to obedi- 
ence, the city of Utrecht. It is true, 
that in the preceding year a body of 
forces had been marched into the town of 
Amersfort. But this ſtep, if not conform- 
able to the ſpirit, was however taken in 
obedience to the forms of the coliſtitutiom. 
The ſenate of Amersfort had demanded a 
garriſon ; their requiſition had been coun- 
tenanced by the aſſembly of the ſtates ; and 
was, through that aſſembly, tranſmitted to 
the prince of Orange. The violent proceed- 
ings of the preſent day excited a much more 
general indignation. It is ſufficiently evi- 
dent, that by the conſtitution of the re- 
public every town is ſoyereign and para- 
mount within itſelf. Nothing therefore 
could be leſs conſonant to its principles, 
than to introduce a garriſon into any of 
the towns, without the conſent, and even 

in 
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in oppoſition to the remonſtrances of their 
reſpective ſenates. The party of the ftadt- 
holder would doubtlefs alledge, that it 
was of the very eſſence of the Dutch con- 
ſtitution, to ſuffer its eſtabliſhed forms to 
be ſuperſeded in caſes of apparent neceſſi- 
ty; but it was not likely, that their ad- 
verſaries ſhould admit, that ſuch a neeeſ- 
ty was created by the reſiſtance of El- 
burg and Hattem, or by the popular, but 
deliberate proceedings of the _—_ of 
Utrecht. 


Influenced by hs ſentiments, 1 of 
the ſtates of the United Provinces had ex- 
erted themſelves, previouſly to the actual 
commiſſion of hoſtilities, to prevent the 
hoſtilities which were generally expected. 
The ſtates of Zealand and Groningen re- 
quired of the ſtadtholder, that he ſhould 
not march any of the troops of their divi- 
ſion into the provinces of Guelderland and 
Utrecht; and that he ſhould not employ 
them againſt the towns of Elburg or 
Hattem, or elſewhere. The ſtates of 

5 Overyſſel 
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Overyſſel and Holland demanded from the 
prince a categorical declaration of his in- 
tentions, and propoſed to him, as tlie moſt 
ready and efficacious remedy to the diſor- | 
ders of the republic, the entire removal of 
the troops, which had already been march- 
ed to different deſtinations'in conſequetice 
of the preſent ſituatioh of affairs. The 
letter of the ſtates of Holland was dated on 
the 25 of Auguſt, and it had been intro- 
duced on the preceding day, by a reſolu- 
tion, forbidding the troops of the diviſion 
of Holland, to march againſt the burghers 
of any of the towns, or without the ex- 
preſs permiſſion of the ſtates of the pro- 

vince. We have already ſeen the little ef- 
fect that was produced by theſe precau- 
tions. The ſtadtholder obſerved, that he 
had complied, as far as was in his power, 
with the requiſitions of the ſtates of theſe 
four provinces; but the towns of Elburg 
and Hattem were not leſs the victims of 
the extremities that were now purſued. © 
: The 
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The news of the capture of * two: 
ger was brought to the Hague on the, 6 
of September. The provincial ſtates 1imme-, 
diately aflembled, and drew upand diſpatch- 
ed a letter to the ſtadtholder, remonſtrating 
with him on the meaſures he was adopting, 
and inſiſting upon receiving the peremptory 
declaration of his views, which they had 
already demanded, but which had not yet 
been made, in the ſpace of twenty-four 
hours. An anſwer was accordingly return- 
ed by the prince of Orange on the next 
day, explaining and apologizing for- the 


conduct he had held. They alſo came to | 


reſolution, to iſſue orders to the troops of 
their diviſion, to hold themſelyes in readi- 


neſs to march .at a moment's warning. 


The next day, the ſtates being again aſ- 


ſembled, they received the addreſſes of ſe- 


veral bodies of armed burghers belonging 
to the different towns of the province, re- 


queſting their permiſſion to ſet out imme- 


diately upon their march for the relief and 
defence of the city of Utrecht. The peti- 


tion 
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Bon was favburably received, the eden 


their ekpreſs protection, at the ſame time 


opening their military magazine at Woer- =, 
den for the uſe and aſſiſtance of the city \ 
which: ſeemed to be threatened. with” an 
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© On. the, 8 of Se. the Han of 


Holland exhibited the uncommon ſpectacle 
of repairing, in a body, to the amount of 
about fifty perſons,.. to the aſſembly of the 
ſtates general. The yurpoſe of their ap- 


pearance was, to explain to the repreſen= 


tative of the whole republic the reaſons, 
which had induced them to give their or- 
ders to this troops of their diviſion; and to 


reconciſe that body to a ſtep, Which had 
been rendered indiſpenſably neceſſary by 


the preſent critical ſituation of affairs. Theit | 


ultimate determinations, relatively? to tlie 


2 2 Prepa- 


was granted, and the ſtates took the dif- | : 
ferent free corps of the province undet 
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e hey: - conceived” Ihemnlelves/ 
obliged: to make for refiſting; the hoftile 
proceedings of the ſtattholder, were taken 


on the following day. They iſſved orders 
to the troops of their diviſion, to iepair 


with. all poffible expedition to the frontier 


of their, province; they voted an augmen- 


tation of twelve ſous per week to their pay: 


and they took immediately 3 into their ſer- 


vice the Whole corps of the rhilgrive of 
Salm, the ſuppreſſion of which, among 
the other military reductions, Bad long 


been oppoſed on account of the attachment 
of their commander to the ariſtoctatical 


party, but had lately been decent at the 
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Fn obedience to the orders of the provin- 


cial ſtates. They poured in from all quar- 


* 1 9 Af 27 Utrecht 


E 
et .from..N aarden | to Schpoghovane 
; 1 te two other cophigerable detachments 


| Were formed at the town of Haarlem on 
ons {ige, and of Heuſden on the other. An 
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laren as: taken abopt t his t time in the firſt 
of. thee eynz at the appearance of three 
| thallops, freighted » with ſoldiers, who ap- 
peared to deſign tg paſs through the town. 
The burghers immediately took up arms, 
and Sept a detachment 1 to viſit the veſſels, 
which, were. filled with invalids, women, 
| Spleen. and baggage, deſtined for the 
Provinge of Gelderland. The inhabitants 


Anßſted. upon. 3 Enis them to paſs 
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5 cordingly leer to il back l again, and 
Purſue their deflinatign by a A e route. fo 


. report | was \ preſented to "the ſtates of 
Holland on the 16 of September, by a 
committee of their body, i in which it was 
remarked, that, from the orders already 


UT Q2 iſſued, 
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rc to the troops 0 « of the province it re 2 


ſulted, that the captait general was really 
ſuſpended from the exerciſe of that charge 
within their ercitories, nd that it was 
| therefors p proper alſo to filſpend hit from 
the right of nominafit g to any lit 
change from that of enfign and upwards, 
a a prerogative, which had been ceded to 
him upon the commencement of his ma- 
Jority. This report received the approb4= 
tion of the ſtates, aud an order was made 


for their taking in into conſderatn i 'the 1e. 


ſolutions, which” it waht be proper 9 


take upon it, on Friday, the 22 of Septem- 


ber. The preceding Thurſday was diſtit'- 
guiſhed by a grand exerciſe of the free 
corps of the Hague, who at the reg 


1 


time receiyed from the ſtates of the pro- 
vince the donation of a rich ſtandard, and 
whoſe numbers had been nearly doubled 

in the preceding week. 
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+ The. reſolution of Friday, to ſuſpend 
the ſtadtholder from | the appointment of | 
officers, .and. to diſcharge the troops, till 
different orders ſhould have been iſſued to 
them, from their military oath, was car- 
ried by a majority of ſixteen, the only diſ- 
ſentient voices being thoſe of the order of 
nobles, and of the two towns of Hoorn and 
the Brille. The latter did not judge pro- 
per to follow up their diſſent by a proteſt, 
and the fingle diſapprobation, that was 


recorded, was that of the equeſtrian order, 


The proteſt of the ſadtholder to the 10 


purpoſe was dated on the 26 of Septem- 
ber; and various arguments were employ- 
ed in each of theſe papers, to demonſtrate 
the undue and unconſtitutional nature of 
the vote of the ſtates. It was remarked, 
that the office of captain general had 
been conferred on the prince of Orange 
by the unanimous vote of the provinces, 4 
and that therefore it was not allowable to | 
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1 | 
withdraw that office by the mere vote of 
a majority; and i it was added, that jadi- 
cial proofs ought 1 to have been exhibited 
of the ctimes and miſdemeanours of the 
ſtadtholder, before they had gone on to 
inflict fo exemplary a puniſhment. By 
the | prince himſelf i it was afferted, thar, as 
he was not even charged with any in- 
fringement of the conſtitution of Holland, 
that province had no right to anitnadvert 
upon any ſuppoſed delinquencies, of which 
he might have been guilty 1 in the tertito- 
res of the other provinces; that what he 

Bad done upon the requiſition of the ſtates 
- 6f Guelderland was merely that, to which 
he was obliged by his oath of office, and 


8 reſpecking which he had not in reality and? 


choice of an alternative and that the very 
thing, that he had done in the preſent 
inſtance, he had dotie at the requiſition, 
and with the approbation of the ſtates of 
Holland, in fendng'a body of troops two 
years 
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Fears before to quell the tumults of Rot- 


terdam. The vote of ſuſpenſion of the 
ſtates was accompanied with an order, to 
withdraw the appellation of captain gene- 
ral in the eſtabliſhed liturgy, from the 
ordinary titles of the prince, of ſtadthol- 5 
der, captain general and admiral general 
of the: Seven Provinces of the United: Ne- 


The PILES who were now. held 
by each of the contending parties, were 
f ſuch as appeared to threaten an immediate 
commencement of war. There was how- 
ever one circumſtance fayourable to an 
accommodation, and this was, the period 
of the year, in which theſe violent pro- 
ceedings had been adopted. The winter 
was faſt approaching, and it was natural, 
that this ſeaſon ſhould give to the ſtates a : 


ſufficient time, to make every experiment 


for the introduction of more lenient mea- 


known prędilection of each of theſe powers 
in favour of the oppoſite parties in the re- 
public, the conduct, that had been held by 
the province of Holland! in particular, was 
exceedingly adverſe to this mode of con- 
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ſures. | The neighbouring powers were in 


reality ſufficiently; inglined in fayour of 
peace; and, though Pruſſia extremely de- 
ſired the ſecuring upan a permanent baſis 
the prerogatives of the ſtadtholder, and 


France was equally willing to have fixed 
the victory on the ſide of the ariſtocracy, 
vet neither of them wiſhed the ruin of the 


country, or rather would not have exerted 
themſelves to prevent an incident, which 
might ultimately involve themſelves in in 
the calamities of war. In the mean time 


"| mediation on the part of eithet of theſe 


powers was attended with conſiderable 


difficulties. Excluſively of thoſe, which 


immediately ſuggeſt themſelves, in the 


- 


Filiation. In the month of July a favour. 
10 
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able anſwer Had. been prepared on the part 
of the ſtates general, to the memorials of 
Pruffia and Great Britain 3 and this anſwer 
being approved by ſix of the provinces, 
they appear to have deſigned, to have paſ- 
fed it without a communication with the 
deputies of Holland, and thus to have ſus 
perſeded the oppoſition they apprehended 
on the part of that province. Not having 
ſucceeded in this project, the ſtates of 
Holland were ſtill farther alienated by fo 
extraordinary a proceeding. They came to 
a reſolution on the 4 of Auguſt, declara- 

tory of their ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of 

the projected anſwer, and their determina- 
tion, rather to withdraw themſelves from 
the confederacy of the ſtates general, than 
quietly to ſuffer ſuch a meaſure to receive 
the ſanction of the republic. 


| The proſpect 3 licks as it. Was, 


«yas early embraced by the new ſovereign 
5 : 2 of 
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acceflion to the throne he diſpatched the = 
count de Goertz, a perſon of ſome conſe- 


quenee in his adwiniſtration, to,endeavour = 
what could be effocted by the mode of re- 
monſtrance and negociation. The memo- 
rial, with which this miniſter was accom- 
panied, was dated on the ꝝ of September; 
and the king of Pruſſia exprefled in it his 
defire, by the miſſion of a perſon of fo 
much importance, to give to the ſtates 
general a ſingular proof of his eſter, and 
to communicate to them more amply the i. 
defire he entertained of perpetuating that 
friendſhip and good neighbourhood, which 
for ſome hundred years had exiſted be- 
tween the two countries; at the ſame time 
he inſiſted upon the ſtrong intereſt he felt 
in the unhappy miſunderſtandings, which 
had ſo long divided the affections of the 
ſtadtholder and ſome of the provinces of 
- the union, and in the very extraordinary 
"os 2 oppreſſions, 
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66 reifichs! 50 which this prince had 18 
indeletvealy been ſubected. He intreated 
the Tates general to employ their powerful 
interceffiofi” in the” moſt ſerious manner 
ith the ates of Holland, and efewhere, 
in order that the ſtadthelder might be 
enabled, by means, which it would not 
perhaps be difficult to diſcover, to return 
with honour and propriety to the Hague, 
and to enter anew at that place into the 
Eexerciſe of his eminent functions. The 
king referred them for the detail of his 
| inclinations to the count de Goertz, who 
had his firſt audience of the a * 
on the e ee 0 5 


The ſtates of Holland ant received 
the communication of the Pruſſian memo- 
rial, which had been taken ad referendum - 
by their deputies in the ſtates general, ex- 
preſſed the ſame ſentiments reſpecting this 


* * - * 


new adyance to a mediation, which the ey 


had 
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he had made any progreſs towards the at- 


tainment of that deſirable object, which 


had been the ſubjoct of his miſſion. But, 


though he had thus far miſcarried, there 
was ſtill an expedient in reſerve. / 'To the 
mediation of the court of Berlin it was 
natural that the ariſtocratical party ſhould 
object the predilection of that court for 


bad done during the life of Frederic the 
Gxeat. Accordingly the count de Goertz 
continued for two months in the reſidence 


of the Hague, without its appearing, that 


* 


the oppoſite party was too notorious. But ; 


the ſame objection, which they felt againſt 


the interference of Pruſſia, would not pro- 
bably operate againſt the courtof Verſailles, 
Upon this idea the king of Pruſſia built a 
project, which appeared to have the faireſt 


proſpect of ultimate ſucceſs. He directed his 
ambaſſador at Paris to learn of the F rench 


court, whether they would conſent to co= 


operate with him, in the endeavour to re- 


3 | ſtore 


— — 


1 7 1 
fore the baten of the United Province 
The ahſwwel he received was in the higheſt 
degree favourable. The adminiſtration! of 


France came with alacrity into the plan = 
of the king of Pruffia, and immediately 


authoriſed Mr. Gerard de Rayneval, who 
had already acquired conſiderable credit 40 


2 negociator, and who had lately con- 
cluded the treaty of commerce with the 
commiſſioner of Great Britain, to proceed 
to the Hague, and to exert his good offices 
for the mutual reconciliation of the con- 
tending parties. This miniſter ſet out upon 
his embally i in the middle of November,” 


— 1 - . + cf — * 2 


The court of the prince of Se had | 
removed for the winter ſeaſon from the | 

caſtle of Loo in Guelderland to the city of 
Nimeguen; and, in order to facilitate the 
tran faction, the count de Goertz ſet out for 
that reſidence in the beginning of Decem- 
der. He was reported to have carried with 


him 


b 


Hina abe Eng Gon Which the; fates, of | 
Holland.were willing to throw into oblip 
von the miſupderſtandings which hag 
lately exiſted, By this arrangement the 
prince was te fenounce the undue and 
enormous Influence | he poſſeſef in the g: 7 
minstion 9 the town ſenates; ©, he was tg 
de reſtored to the exerciſe 0 af. the functions . 
of captain gensral, with fs eben of 

the4ight of patents, or the prerogative of 
-warohing the troops out of gr — dez 
dtories of guy of the propinges without 
Previous communication with, the ſtates Hf 
that provinee, which right. Was to | be 
finally aboliſhed; and he was to be e 
to the command of the garriſon of the 


Hague, upon the conditions which had- 
been propoſed by the ſenate of Amſterdam, 
A correſpondence was carried on upon 
theſe propoſitions for ſeveral Weeks; but 
the ptoſpect of an amicable aceommoda · 
tion daily diminiſhed, and Mr. de Rayneval 
A 


ſet qut upon his return to Paris on the 1 
of January 1787. The count. de Goertz 
took leave of the ſtates general in the cloſe 


of the fame month. I c enn To 
2 17 10 wilkid! 771 1. Rind 5 


I 


Ide den and unfortunate, terming 
Net theſe negociations way an ghjeR of 
mutual recrimipation.., detween the eon · 
tending parties. The party, in oppoſition 
to the prince, exclaimed with acrimony 
and eagerneſs upon the ãnflexible abſtinaey 
of the cout of the ſtadtholder. Far from 
diſplaying any deference to the flates;-who 
were his lawful, ſoveragns, he: inſiſted in 
the moſt peremptory manner upon bis 
ſmalleſt claims. He had ſhown no aCCOM® 
modation to the unfortunate ſituation in 
which he was placed, or to the ſpirit of 
the times. He acknowledged no regret for 
the unjuſt meaſures into which he had 
been ꝓrecipitated. There was not a ſingle 


the 


conceſſion that had ever been hinted at ß 


tw! 
dhe cburt of tlie prince of Orange/:Altths | 
_ advances had been made, and all the nos 
derùtion diſplayed on the part of the ſtates 
of Holland. But, if .the ariſtocricy in- 
veighed againſt the inflexibility of the 
ftadtholder, the pfinte on hig TW was not 
backwärd in cenſure and fecrin nation: 
He imputed the hole of the unfortundte 
termination of the buſineſs to the haughty 
andimperious ſpirit of the envoy of France. 
M. de Rayneval had withdrawn himſelf 
at a time, when the accommodation was 
actually in train. He would not liſten 
to the ſcruples of any man; he would 
not give time for the ſubduing of the moſt 
deep rooted habits and prejudices; He was 
to diQtate the terms of peace; and, becauſe - 
they had not been immediately and im- 
plicitly accepted, he had withdrawn him- 
ſelf with diſdain, and put an abrupt termi- 
nation * the fair ene that had 
. na. Need ue Le Bhes — 


% 
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opeued elf for the concluſdn of ate 


| ferences. : KT 


141 


Is 5 to | eſtabliſh theſe eee the 
| —— the prince of Orange thought 
proper to publiſh the letters of Mr. de 
Rayneval to the count de Goertz, and the 
anſwers of the princeſs of Orange, who had 
taken upon herſelf upon this occaſion the 
buſineſs of the correſpondence on the part 
of her conſort. It was inſtantly remarked 
by his adverſaries, that the letters of the 
count de Goertz did not appear in this 
publication; and they were at no loſs to 
account for the omiſſion. The late king of 
Pruſſia had recommended conceſſion to his 
nephew, the ſtadtholder, and his ſucceſſor 
had trod in his ſteps. The count de Goertz 
had doubtleſs taken up the ſubject in this 
light; had expoſtulated with the ſtadt- 
holder upon the impolitic conduct he pur- 
Jued, and expreſſed his diſappointment and 
5 R ſorrow 
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ſorrow at obſerving t that inflexibility ont the 


part — the prince, which neceſſarily. d e. 


feated every attempt at reconciliation. Such 


unqueſtionably had been the reafons for 


ſupprefling the letters of this wiſe and ex- 


perieneed miniſter; and ſuch had been the 
motive for garbling a publication, which 
was left imperfect by ſo material an omiſ- 
ſion. The prince thought proper to apo- 


logize for the circumſtance that had occa- 


ſioned theſe animadverſions, and i is ſaid to 
have afligned as the cauſe of omitting the 
proceedings of the count de Goertz and 
Mr. de Thulemeyer, his coadjutor, that he 
had no copy of theſe papers, nor even any 
acquaintance with their contents. This 
was treated by his antagoniſt as a ſtrong 
affection. - Rag p33; bf 


13 Font 


. Such * was 5 the termination of Frey 


proſpect, that ſcemed capable of being de- 


14. 


rived from foreign mediation; and it ap- 


peared 


0 
by 
; 4 f * 
e 
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peared but too certain, that violence and 
war. muſt ultimately decide. between the 
contending parties. In this fituation the 
different provinces of the republic appeared 
to recolle& their minds, and to take with 
more deciſion, than they had hitherto done, 
the different ſides, to which their inclina- 
tions led them. It may conduce to perſpi- 
cuity, for us to go along with them in this 
operation, and thus to aſcertain the inclina- 
tions and views of the nation at large, as 
well as the comparative ſtrength of the 
two factions by which it was divided. 


The province of Utrecht, which had been 
the ſeat of the moſt intereſting and liberal 
| controverſy, was in a ſtate more diſtracted, 
than that of any of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. The burghers of this diſtrict were 
almoſt univerſally inclined in favour of the 
democracy; the ariſtocratical party every 
ö whets adhered with obſtinacy to their ori- 
| K 2 gina] 


; ee q 
final ite the peaſantry were many of | 
them attached from old prejudices to the 
houſe of Orange. The natural conſe- 
quences reſulted from this ſituation. Of 
the five towns of the province, Amersfort 
-and Rhenen were held in ſubordination by 
a military garriſon ; we have already ſcen 
the ſpirited and perſevering efforts of - 
Utrecht and Wyk ; Montfort was equally 
decided, and refuſed to ſend any deputies 
to the aſſembly of the ſtates which met in 
the town'of Amersfort. The firſt object re. 

lative to this province, in caſe any hopes 
could be conceived of the reſtoration of 
| tranquillity, was that of a mediation; on the 
part of the other ſtates of the republic, be- 
tween the aſſembly of Amersfort and tlie 
citizens of Utrecht. The former of theſe, 
having found that their ſtrength was 
inadequate to the ſiege of ſo important 
a place, were early in declaring their wil- 


lingneſs to _— the joint mediation of 
the 


Tas] 


the other fix provinces. In the mean time 
they proceeded with the ſame-firmneſs aud 
authority, as if nothing of this Kind had 
been in agitation. It being now about the 
12 of October 1786, the day of the annual 
election of the magiſtrates of Utrecht, the 
ſtates of Amersfort came to a temporary 


| reſolution to continue the old regency, 
which. had been choſen according to the 
forms moſt favourable to the ſtadtholder. 
The citizens of Utrecht diſdaining to yield 
any attention to the proceedings of an 
aſſembly, which they had previouſly de- 
elared illegal and of no authority, pro-— 
ceeded with much ſolemnity to the inſtal 
lation of the magiſtrates, who had been 
choſen. i in conformity to the new regula- 
tion. The day was celebrated with. 2 
brilliant feſtival ; and, among other illuſ- 
trious characters, the rhingrave of Salm 
honoured the city of Utrecht with bis, 


preſence upon this important occaſion... 
1 The 


| E 460 
the intereſt of the burghers, were not ſo 
forward as the aſſembly of Amersfort, in 
declaring themſelves vpon the ſubjact oſ 
| the mediation, which, by the neighbouring 
provinces they had been invited to accept. 
One of the difficulties, that would accome 
pany this meaſure, aroſe from the conſider- 
ation, that, as the ſtates of Amersfort had 
treated the ſenate of Utrecht as rebels againft 
the lawful government of the provinee, it 
might be thought to derogate from-theit 
dignity and their conſiſtency, to admit the 
deputies, of rebels to ſit in ſolemn confe- 
rence with the deputies of the ſtates. The 
citizens of Utrecht on the other hand were 
not contented with this conceſſion, but i in- 
ſiſted upon it as a farther preliminary, that 
the ſenate, : at this time preſiding within | 
| their walls, ſhould be explicitly acknow- 
ledged for a lawful aſſembly. A farther 
difficulty they created confiſted in their re- 


_ of * mediation of * Guelderland, "op 
"2 #4 ' Zealand 


TWy = 
Zealan d aud of Frlefland, conſenting calf 
to there t pon this” _ the b of 
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ſoerlel it length to be removed; and the 
ſtates of Amersfort, in the month of Fe- 
briaty” 1 787, gave a "farther proof of their 
moderation, by yielding for the moſt part 
to the preliminary Kipulations of. the ſe- 
hate of Utrecht. COAT TORR oe 
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The ſtates of Guelderland 4 not copy, | 
in its example of good. temper' and delibe- 
tation, the aſſembly of Amersfort. They 
conducted every thing with the higheſt 
tone of authority. | They refuſed” every 
advance to mediation from the other ſtates, 
| and were even offended with them for offer 


ing to interfere in an internal tranſaGion, | 
Their conteſt was with rebels againſt their 
authority ; they had therefore no conceſ- 
fions to make, and no terms to offer ; ; when 
their adverſaries threw down their : arms 
and demanded their clemency, they ſhould 
then 


n R 4 
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then. extend to them an. oblivion « of what 


was paſſed. In the mean time they pro- 
claimed a general amneſty. for the fugitives of | 
Elburg and Hattem, upon condition of their 
ſpeedy. return to their former habitatious; 
but from this amneſty they expreſsly ex- 


cluded the perſons who had formed the ſex 


nates of the refractory. towns. This pro- 
clamation was accompanied with a ſec 
commiſſion, who were to inquire into of- 
fences, to rectify abuſes, and to reſtore 
every thing to tranquillity i in theſe places, 
in conformity to the old conſtitution. A 
circumſtance, which has brought ſome odi- 
um upon the ſtates of this province, was 
the exceſles, i in which the ſoldiery had in- 
dulged themſelyes in taking poſſeſſion of 
the town of Hattem, greater than had of- 
ten been known! in the conqueſt of towns | 
from a foreign enemy. This little place 
is ſaid to have diſplayed the melancholy 
ſpectacle of no leſs than one hundred and 
thi irty houſes, which bad been given up tg 


pillage, 
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alloy and were now i in an uninhabited 
and, ruinous condition. The ſtates, in or- 
der, to make. ſome compenſation for this 
violence, voted a ſum of C. 7350, to. be 
diſtributed among thoſe, who ſhould ap- 
pear to. have ſuffered upon this occaſion; 
but, in conformity to the general ſpirit of 
their proceedings, this compenſation was 
expreſsly limited to ſuch as ſhould: return 
to their - original habitations ; 1 and of con- 
ſequence thoſe, who. ſtill remained under 
the rer of the democratical. ſpirit, 


# #3 % 


In the. mean time, while the ſtates of 
Guelderland diſplayed manners, ſo haughty 
and unaccommodating in all their proceed- 
ings, they were by no means unanimous. 
The minority, both of the order of the 
nobles. and of the town deputies, was ex- 
tremely reſpectable, and they proteſted | 
with. vigour and firmneſs againſt the mea- 
ſures that were now adopted. The 
burghers of the towns were in many places 
animated 


tw! 


biste vine wk warmeff 2cal i fart 


of liberty 7 aud nothing bur the peremptorp 
conduct of the ftates; the actual preſence of 


the ſtadtholder, and the melarickoh ty- exam. 
ple of Elburg and In Wal te⸗ 


ſtratnedd them froh proceeding” to itrmedis 
tte” eittctnities) © dil 493 JING? 1 d 
ESR iter 1199 2411 * 81 192930 224 11142 


a iccumſtatics lane to | this provitiee, 


that took place in the thonth ef Nover 
ber 4 786, ſecbug to deſerve ohr Hotice. x 
The inquifition” into the failure” of Breſt 


Had long been ſuffeted to ſink into a tem- 


porary Oblivion. A report had been made 
upon the ſubject by the original commit- 
tee, and in this teport they had proceeded as 
fat as their inſtructions aurtioHhol them to 
80. But there Was an ultekior weaſure 
evidently neceſſaty. lt was of Aittle cons | 


ſequence to aſcettain, that the conſlitution | 
of the admiralties das defective „chat the 
ſtanding orders for W tlie fleets of 
enn were itiſufficient; and that the 
3 commanders 


* 
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Golnmanider indulged a degree of diſcretion 
an their part, where implicit? obedience 
was the only line of conduct that would 
have become them; unleſs ſome political 
reform were built upon the report, and 
unleſs a criminal proſecution was com- 
menced againſt the admirals and captains 
charged with delinquency. A commiſ.- 
ſion was appointed for the laſt of theſe 
purpoſes in the autumn of the year 1786. 
But their proceedings were ſearcely com- 
menced, before admiral count Byland, 
who had commanded in chief the ſqua- 
dron deſtined for Breſt, withdrew him 
ſelf ftom the Hague, and threw him 
ſelf upon the protection of the ſtates 
of Guelderland. The / ſtates on their 
part, not only granted him his demand, 
but expteſsly forbad him to appear before 
any tribunal Whatever to anſwer for his 
conduct. This event gave riſe to various 
conſtructions, extremely injurious to the 

ſincerity aud reputation of the n . 
du 
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The province, which had uſually rank? 
ed next to thoſe of Guelderland and 
Utrecht in its attachment to the ſtadthol- 


der, was that of Zealand. This province 


however proceeded, upon occaſion of the: 
rupture of Elburg and Hattem, with more: 
moderation than might perhaps have been 
expected from them. They were equally, 
forward with the ſtates maſt inimical to 
the prince of Orange, in their offer of in- 
terference and mediation between the ariſ- 

tocractes of Utrecht and Guelderland, and 
their citizens. If on the one hand they: 
adopted a courtly, proceeding in voting the 

abolition of the free corps of the province, 

on the other they preſerved the mode- 


ration of their character, by propoſing 


den to be employed againſt the burghers 
in any part of the republic. It was however 
well known, that when matters were, 
puſhed; to extremities, the ſtates of Zea 


land would take the moſt deciſite meaſures 


1 > 


u 


CT | 

In favour” of the prince of Orange. The 
| govern ment of Middlebu rg, the capital, 

was devoted to his party; but they Had 
always been oppoſed in their inclinations 
upon this ſubject by the magiſtrates of Zi- 
Ticzee, who had been among the moſt pe- 
remptory and bold in the conteſt apainſt 
the ſtadtholder. The town of Fluſhing 
now declared itſelf on the ſame fide; and 
'the adverſaries of the prince of Orange were 
ſcattered | in a greater or leſs degree through | 
the whole of the province. Indeed it has 
been one of the misfortunes of this conteſt, 
that, through the ſeven independent ſtates 
of which the republic is compoſed, there 
is not one, that has been firm and unani- 
mous in its attachment, either to tlie 
ſtadtholder or his enemies. hl 


The province of F fiefland has, during 
every period of its hiſtory, ranked among 
the foremoſt advocates of privilege and li- 
berty. While Europe continued to be 
"006 > ſunk 
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ſunk in barbariſim and ignorance, Abe 
2 Friſon was ſynonimous with that of an 
intrepid aſſertor of the rights of mankind. 
In conformity with the character they had 
erer preſerved, we have found, in the 
courſe of the preſent tranſactions, the pro- 
vince of Frieſland among the earlieſt and 
moſt ſtrenuous in their oppoſition to the 
ſtadtholder. But they were not deſtined 
upon this occaſion to bear away the palm 
of liberty. For ſome time the aſſembly 
of the ſtates had appeared wayering and 
- ifreſolute ; and, while many of the more 
reſpectable inhabitants preſerved their ori- 
ginal ſentiments, the court of the prince 
ſucceeded in their intrigues, to obtain a 
majority in this aſſembly in favour of the 
houſe of Orange. Accordingly they be- 
gan with voting the abolition of the free 
corps of the province. In compliance with 
the repreſentations of Holland, and the ex- 
ample of Zealand, they prohibited the em- 
ployment of the troops againſt the citi- 
5 8 zens 


E 
72 of the republic; but, at the fame 


CUT 
time that .they. yielded to | the demands of - 
Holland, they returned an anſwer tc to the 
letter of the ſtates of that Hropiner fer- 


tremely unfayourable to, the views of t the 


e 


adverſaries , of the | tadtholder. _ ? This 
brought on a controxerly,, of .phes.,; and 
rejoinders between the two Provinces, 
Which was at length terminated by a reſo· 
lution on the part of Holland, to treat the 
arguments of the Friſons with filent, con: 
tempt, but which ſerved to eſtabliſh the 
character of Frieſland for the views by 
which it was actuated in the diſſenſions of 
the republic. The ſtates farther proceed- 
ed to publiſh ſeveral placards, enjoining 
filence and obedience upon the burghers 
of the towns. But theſe placards were 
not received with cordiality, and rather 
tended to increaſe the aſcendency of the 
democratical ſpirit. The free corps, in 1 ] 
correſpondence . with' the burghers, treated 
With contempt the injure ions f the 


. 4 wy 
Ten 


N- 
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1 and went on to perforin ies public | 


| Exerciſes i in defiatice of their prohibitions, i 
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If Frieſland upon this e deſerted 
the party of oppoſition, the ſtates of the lit⸗ 
tle province of Groningen declared them: 
ſelves more decilively than they had yet 
done, in its farour. They confirmed this 


diſpoſition, by the untemporiſing vote of 


their protection to the free corps, which 
— been en within ox diſtrict. 
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* 


The ſtates of Oe had " ſome 4 


titne ated in harmony with tlie Kates of 


Holland, and there ſsems to have been 


more unanimity within this province, 
chan in almoſt any other part of the re- 


public. The project of the reform of the 
town governments had long been pu rſued 
with great ſteadineſs by the burghers of the. 
three capital towns, Deventer, Campen 
and Z wol. In the two firſt of theſe the 


ſenates appear to have fallen in with cheer- 
fulneſs 
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"If the alt they di ſtinguilhed' Wethbivts 
"by: a pertinacious sppolition, © It was not 
till the beginning of the year 1787; that 
the revolution, thus ardently deſired, re- 
| ceived; the: final ſanction of à great majori- 
ty of the ſtates of Overyſſel. Many mem- 
bers of the egueſtrian order declared their 
diſſent againſt t this meaſure ;. and the ſtadt- 
holder r delivered in his public remonſtrance. 
Of e it Was maintained, i in pur- 


11 1 F 
ſuance 0 an idea of the perfect unanimity, | 


by which meaſũ res "of great magnitude 
muſt be introduced, that the revolution 
was deſtitute of legal authority. The ar- 

gument however was diſregarded by the 
democratical party, and they proceeded 
without interruption to ite nomination 


of their me %% ALICE 
8 e of Holland was not more 
diſtinguiſhed from the. other members of 


the cies the preeminence e it by 
patties, 8 i its 
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es and ability, than it 
its ſuperior zich. 2 00 nd. bull Fe, : . = 


by the very cxitical firuatian in 1, Which at 
Maß now plsced. The ſtates of this pro- 

vince had labqured upon all ocgaſions to 
.employ. dhe language of harmony and 
unzuimity, and they had taught ſuperſcial 
6bſetvers to confider them, as united to a 
mah in 'the great” cauſe "againſt the ſtadt- 
holder. No country could be in 4 miote 
Aiſtracte d fit ituation. Of the nineteen voices 


= 3 o 
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'of hich þ the fates | were compoſed, 9. 


bad uniformly adhered 1 to the caule o of the 
Prince. of Orange; the order of the, nobles, 
and the magiſtragies | of Delft, the Brille, 
Edam, Epchuyſen and Medemblic. But 
this "Was comparatively A. flight conſide- 
ration. Several of the towns in queſtion 
were the moſt inconfiderable "iti the re- 
public. The circumſtance, which gave 
univetfal alarm to tlie leaders of what was 
called che patriotic party, was the divided 
l GEE co great Cities of Holland, 
| E 


Amſterdam, 
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Amſterdam and Rotterdam. In each of 
theſe towns the majority of the inhabi- 
tants were: unqueſtionably friendly to che 
cauſe of the ſtadtholder. Indeed the ſenate 
of Amſterdam had been in the commence- 
ment of the controverſy the bittereſt ene 
mies of the ſtadtholder; and the moſt vio» 
lent and precipitate meaſures had origi- 
nated in the ſtadthouſe of this great city, 
One of the leaders, who had animated 


them to ſoperemptory proceedin gs, was Mr. 


de Rendorp, lord of Marquette: but Mr. 
> Rendorp had now changed ſides, had 
entered into correſpondence with the court 
of che ſtadtholder, and, by his ſuperior 
{kill in the arts of intrigue, had carried 


majority of the ſenate. We have ſeen the 
firſt fruits of this revolution, in the propo- 
ſal of the deputies of Amſterdam in the 
ſtates of Holland, to reſtore to the prinoe 


of Orange the command of the garriſon of 
| 8 2 the 


along with him in his tergiverſation the 


* 
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& Hague. In this meaſure they 1 were 
defeated ; but the ative and reſtleſs ſpirit 
of the leaders of the new party did not reſt 
without employing every engine for the 
execution of this purpoſe. Circular letters 
were written, on the part « of the ſenate of 
Amſterdam, to all the towns of the pro- 
vince, endeayouring by every argument to 
perſuade them to reviſe the inſtructions to 
their deputies, and to cooperate with them 
in what they termed the falutary work of 
conciliation, = A 
In is month of Auguſt 1786, an aſſoci- 
ation was formed at Amſterdam of ſeventy 
nine magiſtrates of the different towns and 
ſtates of the republic, which appears to have 
propoſed to itſelf the moſt ſalutary objects. 
They drew up a ſolemn act of confedera- 
tion, in which they engaged themſelves, 
at the expence of their fortunes and the 
peril of their lives, to d procure that redreſs, 


which 
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which was betbome indiſpenſable, of the 


abuſes which had crept into the conſtitu- 
tion. They ſelected four points as the 
fundamental principles of this ſalutary re- 
| form, the deſtruction of the abſolute ariſto= 


cracy, the ſetting bounds to a lawleſs" de- 


mocracy, the maintenance of the office of 


ſtadtholder within certain limits that ſhould 


be 'preſeribed, and the preſervation and 
ſupport of the reformed religion and of 


univerſal toleration. The aſſociators par- 
ticularly engaged themſelves not to ſuffer, 
or at leaſt to reſiſt to the utmoſt of their 


power, the adoption of violent meaſures | 


againſt the burghers and inhabitants, who 
ſhould reclaim their rights with modera- 
tion, and defend them in conformity to 
the principles of the conſtitution. In 
order to prove the ſincerity of theſe pro- 
feſſions, the firſt proceeding, that / they 
adopted, was to appoint a committee of 


their body, to employ themſelves, in con- 
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cert with the delegates of the citizens and 
armed burghers of Utrecht, for the advance 
ment of che cy on the public ne- 


„ 


i le was WI af this aſſociation to 
aum up a petition on the part of the inha- 
bitants of Amſterdam to the ſtates of 
Hollaud, recommending, the principles 
which had been adopted by the magiſtrates, 
and particularly calling for the inſtitution 
of an extraordinary commiſſion, to, alcer- 
tain the bounds of the executive power 
and of the prerogatives of the ſtadtholder. 
This meaſure, whether it was deſigned, 
at the moment in which the two parties 
appeared to be ſo-equally balanced, to in- 
troduce an accommodation upon the foot- 
ing of mutual conceſſions or whether its 
object were to widen the breach, and open - 
a, way, in the midſt of tumult and violence, 
for the reſtoration of the ſtadtholder, was 

ang of endleſs debates, with- 
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out any material conſequence. The ſtadt- 
holder anti his friends demanded, that thg 
comirlittte-ſhould;be appointed by thie ſtates 
general on the part of the republic at large. 
This was ſtrenuoufly oppoted by the pa- 
triotie party, as it was a queſtion, properly 
within the deliberation of aach province 
ſeparately, and which could nat poſfibly; 
be determined by any aſſembly that cuuld 
be named on tlie part of all the provinces 
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If the ſtates of Holland had not pro- 
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capture of the towns of Elburg and Hat- 
leo vi R 8 + T0 tem, 


{ ws 3 
tem, the baniſhment of the democratical 
party; and the plunder of their houſes by 
a lawleſs ſoldiery, delinquencies had been 
incurred, that authorzed their proceeding 
to the moſt deciſiye meaſures. It was the 
diviſion, that prevailed through every part 
of the province, which alone prevented 
them from proceeding to extremities. 
Though the ariſtocratical party had always 
maintained a majority in the aſſembly of 
the ſtates, yet their majority was of ſuch 
a nature, as not to be diſpoſed, to adopt 
every Wbalure that might be ſuggeſted | 
without diſcrimination, It muſt come 

under the guiſe of moderation, or it muſt 

be apologized by ſome evident neceſſity, in 

order to have obtained their ſupport. To 


induce therefore the ſeveral members of the 
| provincial ſtates, to adopt ſuch proceedings 
as were now in contem plation, the enemies 
of the tadrholder exerted themſelves, with 


more or leſs We to Obtaint addreſſes 
— Re from 
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from the different towtis of Holland, thank- 


ing the provincial aſſembly for the efforts 


they had made in oppoſition to the alarm- 


ing progreſs of deſpotiſm, and promiſing to 


ſupport them in ſuch farther meaſures, as 


they might judge neceſſary to the ſame 
end, with their lives and fortunes. Theſe 


addreſſes were carried in a victorious man- 
ner in Dort, Haarlem, and other places, 


which had ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in the party of oppoſition. ' In ſome of the 


towns it was otherwiſe. At Amſterdam 


the addreſs was ſigned by 16,722 perſons. 


This number was repreſented as being 


conſtituted of the principal burghers, and 


therefore conveying the  unqueſtionable 


ſenſe of the capital. But the pretence, 
which was thus held out, as it originated 
in inſincerity and artifice, was in wy" 


e of no n 


The leaders of the oppoſition to the 


prince 
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princs of Orange appear to have imagined; 
that theſe addrefſes afforded them a favours 
able opportunity for proceeding immedi- 
_ tely to the weaſure they principally 
deſired, the ſuſpenſion of William V. from 
the offices of ſtadtholder and admiral gene- 
ral, in the ſame manner in which he had 
already been ſuſpended from the office of 
captain general. This queſtion was brought 
forward, on the 10 of January 1787, and 
was debated on that and a ſubſequent day 
with great warmth: and extreme pertiua- 
city. But the appearance, that was made 
by the deputies in fayour ef the prince, 
was ſo formidable, that the party did not 
think it adviſable to bring the queſtion to 
the decifion of a vote. In the mean time 
the meaſure, which they could not imme- 
diately introduce, the | ariftoeratical faction 
endeavoured filently to prepare, by the 
adoption of certain indirect proceedings to 
the fame purpoſe. One of theſe was the 


intro- 


introducing by petition from the towns of | 


Heuſden, Woerden, and other conſiderable 
places, not repreſented in the ſtates of the 
province, a queſtion for increaſing the 
number of voices in that aſſembly in their 


favour. But this ground was ſoon found 


to be untenable, and the petitions were 
withdrawn in little more than a month, 


from the time in which they had been 


preſented. 


While the two parties were ſo accurately 
balanced in the provincial ſtates of Holland, 


and the leaders of each watched with the 


moſt anxious ſuſpence for the termination 
of ſo intereſting a conteſt, an event took 


place, which, as it appeared in the ſequel, 


was extremely unfavourable to the cauſe 


of the ſtadtholder. The common people, 
diſguſted with the tedious mode in which 
their internal differences were diſcuſſed, 


diſplayed, 1 in the cloſe of the year 1786 and | 
in 
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in the beginning of the year 1787, in 
many parts of the country a ſtrong diſpo- 
fition to violence and tumult. A tumult 
took place, in the very center of the exer- 
tions of the democratical party, in the city 
of Utrecht. This, which was ſpeedily 
appeaſed by the decided majority of the 
friends of the reform, was ſucceeded by 
another more violent in its operations in 
the town of Deventer, the capital of 
Overyſſel. In the month of F ebruary a 
riot, much more alarming in its nature, 
and more melancholy in its effects, than 
any of the preceding ebullitions of the 
populace, broke out at Goes, the capital 
of South Beveland in the province of 
Zealand; in which forty houſes of the 
moſt conſiderable perſons in the intereſt 
of oppoſition were broke open, and pil- 
laged of every thing they contained 
moſt valuable, by a mob of the party of 


the ſtadtholder. The tendencies to con- 
fuſion 
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fuſion and uproar were not confined to 
theſe diſtant places, but diſcovered them- 


ſelves, in no unequivocal manner, through 
the whole province of Holland, at Amſter- 
dam, Rotterdam and the Hague, though 
they did not yet n to "Op" extre- 


mities. 


Thea occaſion of theſe violences the old 


ſpirit of recrimination between the two 


parties was revived. By the court of the 


prince of Orange it was remarked, that 
ſuch modes of proving the ſincerity; of 


political attachment were indeed to be de- 
plored, but that they were no more than 
was inevitably to be expected. It was a 
notorious fact, that the people, the bulk of 
the inhabitants of the United Provinces, 


were devoted to the intereſts of the prince 


of Orange. They felt no intereſt in, and no 


predilection for the ambitious claims of a 


ſelf. elective magiſtraey. They did not in 


the 


— — — 
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6 leaſt ſympathiſe with the ſentiments 
and diſcontents of the overgrown burghers 
of many of the towns. They preferred a 
quiet and efficient government, under the 
influence of a prince of elevated birth and 
generous ſentiments, to the factious and 
turbulent privileges of an unlicenced de- 
mocracy. They were attached from long 
| habits, and from a lively remembrance of 
the moſt ineſtimable benefits, to the illuſe 
trious family of the princes of Orange, - 
They deteſted the yoke, that was ſought 
to be impoſed upon them under ſpecious 
| names by a party, which had ſold itſelf to 
be a penſioner” to the ambitious and en- 
croaching court of France. Influenced by 
theſe ſentiments, it was not-to be wonder- 
ed at, that their zeal for an honeſt and a 

_ glorious cauſe ſhould carry them to ex- 
ceſſes, which were the ſubject of juſt 
lamentation. There was no way of pre- 


venting theſe unfortunate conſequences, 
unleſs 


L J | 
vnlefs the ipfatuated adverſaries, of the 
Princę ſhould at length recover. from their 
deluſion, and. ſhould reſtore their country 
to that tranquil and independent ſituation, 
which had begun and muſt, ceaſe with the. 
«ſtabliched. conſtitution, « of. their govern- 
ment. i Lege 12980 BE ins 
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The! patriotic party were by. no means 
BF with this mode of reaſoning. They 
appealed to to the tumülts Which had taken 
place early 25 dhe preſent conteſt, and they 
in ſted upon the ſupinencls and inactivity 
with which they had been beheld by the 
prince of Orange. They aſſerted, that 

| they had proofs of the tumultuary pro- 
ecedings not having originated i in the im- 

| patience o of the people, but having been 
ſpirited up in an underhand mauner by the 


more conſiderable partiſans of the prince ; 


and they were large in the inferences, 
which they « conceived theſe proofs entitled 
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Ten do müker- E was no wonder, if the 
ſtadtholder had ſeen proceedings of this 
kind with a favourable eye in the com- 
mencement of the troubles, that he ſhould 
deſire again to have recourſe to them, 
when every other expedient to give ſucceſs 

to his cauſe had been attempted in' vain. 

He had tried what could be Jeet 1 


pertinacious. reſiſtance and by. ſecret in- 


13 . * 


trigue. He had endeavoured to timi- | 
n nne, 


date his adverſaries into ſubmiſſion by the 
violent proceedings : at Amersfort ad Hat- 


5 89:36 


tem. He had called upon the king of 
Pruffia for military ſuccour, and, though 

; he did not obtain it in reality, he had 
however long held it out in terrorem, as 
the ſource of exemplary puniſhment to his 
opponents. Laſtly, the faireſt proſpect of 
peace he had defeated by the abrupt con- 
cluſion of his correſpondence with Mr. 
de Rayneval. Tumult therefore, pillage 
and anarchy were the only refource that 
| remained 
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remained to him. He recollected how PIR . 
tunately theſe diſgraceful ſcenes had ter- 
minated in behalf of his anceſtors. He 
deſired to revive the proceedings of 1672 b 
and 1747 and to mount upon the ruins 
of the conſtitution, to irreſiſtible power. 


There is nothing, that is more naturally 
a ſource of terror to men eaſy and affluent 
in their circumſtances, than the riotous 


proceedings of an outrageous populace. 
The power of thoſe perſons of this deſcrip- 
tion in the province of Holland who were 
friends to the ſtadtholder, did not extend 
to the immediate removal of thoſe circum- 


ſtances, which were the ſources of com- 


plaint. They therefore took a ſtep directly 
the oppoſite of this, becauſe it was the 
only ſtep they could employ for enſuring 
their ſafety. They united with the patri- 
otic party for the abolition of the different : 
ane of volunteers, which had been aſſo- 

; 55 ciated 
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ciated in favour of the prince of Otange, 
aud which had been the apparent cauſe of 
many of the diſturbances they deſited to 
prevent. Towards the cloſe of February 
it was propoſed to augment the garriſon 
of the Hague, with a particular view to 
the violences that might be committed on 
the 8 of March, the anniverſary of the 
birth-day of the prince of Orange. Many 
obitacles being thrown in the way of this 
retolution, the ſenates of Dort and Haar- 
lem adopted the deciſive meaſure of direct- 
ing their deputies to withdraw from the 
Hague, till, by the propoſed augmenta- 
tion, the ſtates ſhould be enabled to purſue 
their deliberations with freedom. At the 
ſame time the city of Amſterdam, which 
had iarely diſtinguiſhed itſelf by its mea- 
ſures 1 in favour of the prince of Orange, 
diſplayed one of thoſe features, which we 
have deſcribed as the natural attendant 


upon opulence ; and ſupported the propo- 
| ſal. 
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fal. The debates on this ſubject were car- 
ried to an unuſual length, and almoſt en- 
tirelyengroſſed the fpace of eight days. The 
party in oppoſition to the prince at length 


gave up their favourite propofition of rein- 
forcing the garrifon from the corps of the 


chin grave of Salm, and the main queſtion 
was carried GEE on the laſt "oy 
of eee 10 eee 


Fe party, which ! had Fn Fe: the 
lead 1 in the provincial ſtates. of Holland, 
were encouraged by the diſſatisfaction, 
which, ſeemed to be growing againſt the 
court of Nimeguen, to reviye their pro- 
ceedings againſt the ſtadtholder. They 
had been defeated in their attempt, to ſuſ- 
pend him from TH three great offices with« 
in their province, and to introduce the 
deputies of Heuſden and Woerden into 
their aſſembly as a reinforcement to the 
e party. They now adopted 4 
1 meaſure, 


meaſure, which had the appearance of 
greater moderation. The propoſal of the 
aſſociated magiſtrates of Amſterdam had 
paſſed away, without producing any of 
thoſe ſalutary effects, which were the ob- 
jects of its conſtruction. In the mean 
time the ſenate of Haarlem took the hint 
fromm one of the articles of this propoſal, 
and moved, that a committee of . fifteen 
members of the aſſembly of the ſtates. 
ſhould be appointed, to inquire into the 
prerogatives of the ſtadtholder, and to pre- 
ſcribe the limits which ſhould be laid down 
to them in future. This propoſition was 
long under diſcuſſion, and was attended 
with extraordinary difficulties. The laſt 
queſtion, reſpecting the day to be ſelected 
for chuſing the committee, was carried in 
the ſtates of Holland by a majority of one. 


4 


Such were abs "ER 10 3 
W the extraordinary revolution, 
which 
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which took place at this time in the ſtates 
of Holland. This aſſembly had taken the 
lead in all the ſtrong meaſures, which had 
been adopted againſt the prince of Orange 
during the whole courſe of this protracted 
controverſy. Their deliberations had been 
influenced by the aſſociated efforts of Mr, 
van Bleiſwyk, the grand penſionary, Mr. 
de Gyzelaar, penſionary of Dort, and Mr. 
van Berkel, penſionary of Amſterdam; and 
there ſeemed hitherto to have been more 
need of curbing and reſtraining their de; 
termined ſpirit of oppoſition, than of any 
incitements to ſpur; them on to the boldeſt 
meaſures, The, removal of van Berkel, 
which took place about cighteen, mouths 
before i in conſequence of his appointment 
as ambaſſador to the general congreſs | _-- 
the United States of America, appears to 
have been the ſignal of the extraordinary 
change which by degrees was introduced. 
Mr. de Rendorp now aſſumed the princi- 
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pal influence in the capital city, and found 


means to bring over the majority of the 
ſenate to the cauſe of the ſtadtholder, 
which he had recently eſpouſed. The 
weight of Amſterdam in the political ba- 


lance of the republic had always been 


great; and it never appeared more conſpi- 
cuoufly than in the preſent inſtance. From 
the moment in which Amſterdam had 
changed ſides, the character of the provin- 


cial ſtates of Holland underwent a total al- 


teration. The patriotic party continued 
to maintain their aſcendency; but their 


majority was of ſo delicate and queſtion- 
able a nature, that the party were obliged 
to employ every artifice of temperance and 
accommodation, in order to retain and de- 
fend the ground they had ſo fortunately 
ſeized. The majority, of one, which now 
appeared upon an 1m portant queſtion, af- 
forged no unequivocal ſymptom. of their 


expiring 


L J 
expiring power. On the 30 of March, 


the day appointed for naming the com- 


mittee which had been moved by the de- 
puties of Haarlem, it was propoſed by the 
party of the prince of Orange, that inſtead 


of fifteen, the intended number of com- 


miſſioners, the committee ſhould conſiſt 
of nineteen members, one for each of the 
bodies which have a voice in the provin- 
cial ſtates of Holland, and the queſtian 
was accordingly reverſed in fayour of the 
ſtadtholder. On the ſame day, which 
was Good Friday, the prince, probably 
with the intention of ſtrengthening the 


effect of this memorable revolution, thou ght 


proper to withdraw his annual alms from 


the poor of the Hague, which had been 
paid the year before notwithſtanding the 
abſence of the prince from the uſual place 
of his reſidence. The ſecond meaſure, 


| that was | taken by the new majority of the - 
ſtates of Holland, conſiſted in a reſolution, 


TE 8 recom- 
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| 
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recommending the refugees of Elburg 

and Hattem to the clemency of the ſtates 
of Guelderland, and requeſting that they 
might be permitted to return to their places 
of habitation; and thus virtually with- 
drawing the protection which Holland a 
few months before had extended to theſe 
martyrs of the democratical party. | 


I) be victory of the ſtadtholder in this 

aſſembly was of ſhort duration. So un- 
expected a change only ſerved to accelerate 

thoſe ſtrong meaſures, which had long been 
in contemplation, aud which the critical ſitu- 
ation of the ariſtocratical party now rendered 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to their ſafety. The 
indignation which was excited, firſt appeared 
in the ſtrong and untemporiſing language of 
the armed burghers of Amſterdam, who ex- 
pteſſed the moſt unalterable reſolution to 
effect the immediate recal of the three de- 
puties of that city, in the provincial ſtates. 
In the mean time eight of the perſons who 
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had been choſen upon the committee of nine. 
teen, declared their reſolution not to en- 
gage in a buſineſs, which was now render- 
ed ſo appatently the creature of the ſtadt- 
holderian party. The reſolution of the 
ſtates, by which the fugitives of Blburg 
and Hattem were given up to the mercy 

of their enemies of the province of Guel- 
derland, was repreſented as particularly 
ungenerous, and even as an open piece of 
treachery and ill faith, Accordingly the 
ſenates of Haarlem, Leyden, Alkmaar and 
Purmerent, voted their protection to theſe 
refugees, and offered to them the privileges 
of burgherſhip, as well as every accom- 
modation which it ſhould be in their 
power to afford. | 


The entire change of the character of the 
ſenates of Amſterdam and Rotterdam, was 
an idea not now firſt taken up by the party 
in oppoſition to the prince of Orange ; but 
it was revived with new vigour, and carried 


through 
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through witlrinflexible reſolution. In the 
laſt of theſe cities in particular, the armed 
burghers had entered into a combination at 
the eloſe of the preceding year, to effect a 
democratical revolution in their town go- 
vernment; and for this purpoſe to aug- 
ment the number of the ſenate from twen- 
ty-four to forty perſons. A petition, re- 
queſting the countenance of the ſtates of 
Holland in this undertaking, had been 
preſeuted in the month of December, but, 
inſtead of being favourably received, was 
by that aſſembly referred back to the ma- 
giſtracy of Rotterdam. The magiſtrates, 
far from yielding in the ſmalleſt degree to 
the prayer of their citizens, publiſhed a 
counter declaration, aſſerting that the ſenſe 
of any of the towns of the republic could 
not be legally learned, but from its ſenate, 
and that of conſequence the ſtates of Hol- 
land. had no power to take the petition of 
Rotterdam into their conſideration, Vari- 
ous were the efforts of either party in the 
op city, 


5 
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city, the one to reform, and the other ts 
preſerve inviolate the exiſting government; 
and their efforts were attended with re- 
; peated inſtances of 1 tumult and diſorde 7. 


An aſſociation in favour of the prince was 
formed in oppoſition to the aſſociation of the 
contrary party, and their number ſpeedily 


doubled that of their antagoniſts. In the 


mean time the conteſt remained without 
any material effect, till the revolution in the 
majority of the province, as it made the 
firuation to the laſt degree critical, gave 
new vigour and reſolution” to the party of 
the burghers, On the 23 of April they 
compelled the ſenate to deprive of their 
dignity ſeven members of that body, and 
their places were immediately filled by 
the election of feven new members. The 
deputation to the ſtates was conſequently 
changed, and immediately two ſets of de- 
puties claimed a ſeat in the aſſembly of the 
province, But the ſtates of Holland re- 
ſolved, that the queſtion. between the 
N burghers 
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burghers and the depoſed magiſtrates was a 
domeſtic affair, which the city of Rotter- 
dam muſt ſettle; within itſelf, and with 
which the province at large had no right 
to interfere, of conſequence the deputies of 
the exiſting ſenate were excluſively admit- 

ted to a ſeat in the aflembly. : 


The burghers of Amſterdam had, firſt 
diſplayed 'the ſymptoms of their oppoſition 
to the ſtadtholder about the 2 5 of January. 
The day of the annyal election of the ma- 
giſtrates of this city was the 1 of Febru- 
ary ; and the burghers, being reſolved, if 
poſlible, to ſeize upon this occaſion to put 
an end to the power of Mr. de Rendorp, 
took meaſures for holding an aſſembly in 
the preceding week, for the concerting a 
plan for that purpoſe. This meeting how- 
ever was prevented by the prevailing par- 
ty, and the election was made according to 
the withes of the friends of the ſtadtholder, 
The burghers were by no means ſatisfied 

: with 
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with, this , proceeding ;,” and, having f af. 
ſembled on the 2 z of April, they ſurrounds. 


ed the ſenate, houſe, and immediately eu 
tered into negociation with, the — | 
of that body. The magiſtrates, finding | 
that they had no alternatiye, yielded to 
the demand of the burghers, and, in the 
evening « of the fame day, declared nine of 
their body to have abdicated their offices. 
In this liſt, Which was doubtleſs formed 
by the leaders of the democratical party, 
the name of de Rendorp was not included. 
The reſt of thoſe, who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves i in favour of the ſtadtholder, 
were the victims: of the revolution 4 and 
among them v were the three deputies who 
had voted againſt the Propoſition of Haar- 
lem. At the ſame time the four colonels, 
commanding the burghers of Araſterdam, 
who had been active in preventing the 
meeting of the 2 5 of January, and who 
were on that account pointed out for the 
proſecution of the burghers, gave in their 
nn reſignation: 
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reſignation But che 8p party of oppoſition 
in this city had been kb ache and vigi- 
jant, than the democtacy of Rotterdam. 
| They had obtained indeed the deſtitution of 


the nine counſellors, but they had not 
gone on to cauſe their places fo be imme 


25 diately filled,” It was even apprehended, 


that it would be neceffary for the new 
{enators to be choſen by the fifteen dele- 
gates of the armed burghers of Amſterdam; ; 

and an act of qualification, empowering 
-them to aſſume this and every other func- 29 
tion, which, according to the new tyſtem | 
of reform, was annexed to their office, was 
figned by 2 5,000 of the inhabitants. It 
was however afterwards thought more ad- 
viſable to cauſe them to be choſen i in the 
uſual method, and the ſenate was again 
compelled to this new inſtance of compli- 
ance with its titizens on the 7 of May. 
Seventeen of the "members, probably in- 
cluding in their number the nine who had 


been depoſed, previouſly addreſſed a letter 


to 


t 7 1 
to theit body, declaring their reſolütion to 


have no concern in theſe licentious pro- 
ceedings, and entering their proteſt againſt 
every meaſure that . e upon T 
| the WT fb | | 


Salinas precilely the ſituation of the 
ſeven provinces of the union at the time, 
when the firſt blood was ſpilled in the 
quarrels of the republic. The occaſion f 
this extremity was given by the aſſembly 
of the ſtates meeting at Amersfort. We 
have already in two or three inſtances com- 
memorated the moderation of this body, 
and the laſt example of temperance afford- 
ed by them, was their yielding to the pre- 
liminaries; tliat were required by the ſenate 
of Utrecht previouſly to their adopting 
any ſteps for a mediation. At the period 
at-which we are now arrived, they changed 
their ſyſtem of conduct. Either from 
an apptehenſion that they had yielded too 
far in the admiſſion they had made, or 

e 8 
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from the courage with which the diſtrac- 
tions of Holland were calculated to inſpire 
| them, they rettacted, early in the month 
of Aptil, the advances they had made, and 
in purſuance of which the commiſſion of 
mediation was upon the point of com- 
| mencing its conferences. The citizens of 
Utrecht did not need this farther. provoca- 
tion to inſtigate them to extremities. They 
had conſtantly treated the meeting of 
Amersfort with the utmoſt haughtineſs 
aud contempt. /- Conſcious of their great 
ſtrength and ability, in compariſon of the 
reſt of the province, they felt all that ſelf- 
confidence, which was calculated tb inſpire; 
them with firmneſs and inflexibility. Ac- 
cordingly on the 17 of the ſame month, 
foreſecing, as they obſerved, that the termi- 
nation of the diſſenſions of the province 
was poſtponed to a very diſtant period, the 
ſenate came to a reſolution, which had al- 
ready more than once been an object of 
their deliberations, to withdraw, from the 
diſpoſal 


a4 ww 


— 


4 
diſpoſal of the ſtates of Amersfort, the quo 


ta of the citizens of Utrecht, to the reve - 
nues of the province. A meaſure like this 
admitted of no alternative. The ſtates, 


from the haughtineſs which they had 


lately aſſumed, were reduced by it in an 
inſtant, conſidered as a public body, to beg- 


gary and contempt. Actuated by every 


ſentiment of deſperation and revenge, they 
came to a reſolution before the expiration 
of the month, to put in motion the troops 
of the diviſion of Utrecht, to occupy by 
force the different poſts by which the city 
was ſurrounded, to cut off its communica» 
tion with the province of Holland, and to 
reduce their rebellious capital to ſubmiſ- 


fion by force of arms. 5 


In effecting this important purpoſe, 
there was a difficulty which might be ex- 
pected to occur in the outſet, and which, 
unleſs they could diſcover the means of 
diverting its operation, would probably 


* 
* 
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The ſtates'of Amersfort were ſupported by. 
the alliance of the Rates of the province of 
Guelderland, and the troops of the prince 
of 'Oraoge, aſſembled at Nimeguen and 
other neighbouring places, were ready to 
execute whatever they ſhould demand. 
But in balance againſt this ſupport of the 
ſtates of Amersfort, the ſenate of Utrecht 
had the ſtill ſtronger ſupport of the Rates, 
of Holland. This leading aſſembly had not 
as yet proceeded any farther, than to ma- 
nifeſt their friendſhip in various refolu- 
tions, and ſecretly to countenance the 


march of large bodies of volunteers, But 
there was reaſon to apprehend they would 
| not confine themſelves within theſe limits, 
in caſe a city, ſo high in its importance, 
was reduced to extremity. A conſtitutional 
difficulty was the only obſtacle that ſtood 
in the way of deciſive proceedings, Each 
of the provinces of the union was inde- 

pendent 
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pendent and paramount within itſelf; and 
of conſequence no one of them had an in- 
herent right to march its troops upon the 
territories of another. The conſent of the 
ptovinee receiving the troops muſt firſt be 
obtained 3 and hbw could this conſent be 
given in a legal and conſtitutional manner, 
but by the aſſembly of the ſtates, the only 
regular nenen of the mn. of 
the rns 10 


Is, was upon png queſtion, that the 
friends of the ſtadtholder conceived them- 
ſelves at liberty to found a very important 
proceeding. . The ſtates general of the 
United Provinces had hitherto held them- 
ſelves neutral in the conteſts of the re- 
public ; ; and, conſeious that they had no 
inherent powers, that could enable them to 
interfere with effect, they rather choſe 
to maintain the dignity of their character 


by neutrality and filence, But this diſin- 
U 2 tereſted 


N 
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tereſted conduct could not always be pre- 
ſerved; and there was doubtleſs am ex- 
treme ſituation, which by its very nature 


muſt compel the ſtates general of the 

whole republic to declare themſelves. The 
occaſion was now thought by the partiſans 
of the ſtadt holder favourable for that pur- 


poſe > and this aſſembly Was accordingly 


em oyed- as the inſtrument, to deter the 
province of Holland from any deciſive 


exertions. As an introduction to this pro- 
ceeding, the council of ſtate for the ſeven 
provinces, a. board, which has at all times 
been devoted to the intereſts of the ſtadt- 
holder, came to a reſolution on the 28 
of Ap ril, forbidding all colonels, or officers 


| commanding: regiments in the ſervice of 
the ſtate, to'march their troops from their 


preſent quarters upon the territories of any 


other province, without the conſent of the 


ſovereign of that province firſt obtained ; 


and to obey no orders of a contrary tenor. 
This 
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This reſolution was ſoon after ſubmitted 
to and obtained the confirmation of the 
afſembly of the ſtates general. A reply to 
the reſolution of the ſupreme aſſembly was 
entered by the ſtates of Holland on the 
10 of May, in which they declared their 
agreement with the ſentiments of the 
ſtates general, ſo long as the confederacy 


ſhould maintain its proper ſituation ; but 

added, that, by the hoſtile march of the 
troops of one province againſt the in- 
'habitants of another, the bond of the 
union was to be conſidered as broken; that 
therefore it was now neceſſary to demand 
{#1 the officers whether they agreed in fen- 
timent with the provincial ſtates ; and 
that, if they heſitated to explain them- 
ſelves, it was neceflary to ſuſpend them 
from the ſervice ad interim, without by that 
ſuſpenſion determining any thing with re- 
FRe) to their future ſituation. = 


V 3 The 


1 


The reſolution of the ſtates of Holland 
was carried into execution on the very day 
it was made. Arrangements having been 
concluded between the deputies of the ſtates 
of Amersfort and the court of Nimeguen, a 
hattalion of the regiment of the count d Ef- 
feren received orders ta ſeiae upon the poſt 
of Vreeſuyk. This paſt, ſituated on a con- 
fiderable canal, known by the appellation 
of the Vaart, is by ſa-much the mare in- 
portank, as it is the medium of communi- 
gation. between. the city of Utrecht and 
the texxitoxies of South Holland ; and as it 
which the neighbouring country can be 
laid under water, as well as a great part of 
Holland, 020 wh; 2A 


The news of this. expedition Was re- 
ceived at Utrecht about noon, on the 9 of 


May. The ſenate immediately aſſembled, 
and came to a reſolution to defend their 


oute 
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out-poſt, The two firſt companies of the 
armed burghers of Utrecht were ſuttw 
moned, in order to draft from them a vo- 
lunteer detachment, The zeal of the citi= 
zens cauſed a great number to offer them- 
felves; but, upon the iuformation that had 
been received, a body of two hundred men 
was deemed to be ſufficient.” To theſe 
were added a party of thirty light markſ- 
men and three pieces of artillery, and the 
whole was put under the command of 
baron ꝙ Averhoult, one of the new elected 
members of the ſenate of Utrecht. This 
little body marched out of the town at 
half an hour after ſix in the evening, ac- 
companied with the prayers of its fellow 


citizens. 


The party of the count d Efferen con- 
ſiſted of ſeven companies of his regiment, 
making together three hundred and fifty 
men. His orders were to place a garriſon. 
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of four companies in the fortreſs of Vreeſs 
wyk, and three others in the village of 
Jutphaas. Upon the arrival of the detach- 
ment of Utrecht the companies, placed 
at Jutphaas, fell back upon the Vaart and 
were there joined by the reſt of their party, 
In the mean time the little force of Utrecht 
advanced, and, finding their way inter- 
cepted by a body in force, received orders 
to open the column and bring forward 
the artillery. But, before this could be ef- 
fected, they received the fire of an ambuſ⸗ 
cade of the ſtadtholderians, concealed. by 
the darkneſs, for it was now ten o'clock in 
the evening, and by an elbow which was 
made by the winding of the canal. In the 
ſecond fire of the army of Amersfort tv 
perſons were, killed, one of which was 
captain lieutenant Viſcher, brother to one 
of the members of the ſenate of Uttecht. 
The burghers diſcovered no confuſion at fo 
| unexpetted an attack, and having brovght 
| up 


— 
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up their cannon, put to flight in half aa 
hou: the e body of the enemy. 


17 — 


The - news of 1 — abel at 
Utrecht about midnight, and, as 2 number 
of firelocks and other trophies of the vic- 
tory of their party were brought 3 in, it 
was not thought neceſſary to ſend a rein- 
forcement of more than an hundred men, 
together with a convoy of artillery and 
ammunition, to join the baron d' Aver- 
hoult. This commander retained his fitua- - 
tion at Jutphaas during the night, and 1 in 
the morning continued his march to Vreeſ- | 
Wyk, Which was abandoned by the ſtadt- 
holderians immediately upon his approach. 
He returned to Utrecht! in the evening of 
the 10 of May with about twenty pri- 
ſoners; aud his entry was diſtinguiſhed 
by an eſcort of flambeaux, and by the ac- 
e of every claſs of the citizens. 
Eleven perſons were wounded on. the fide 

| of 
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of Utrecht; and captain Viſcher, and the 
other perſon who was Killed in the action 
of Jutphaas, ere interred on the 15 with 
great pomp, the ſenate having reſolved ta 
ereQ a monument to their memory in the 
very place, where the firſt blood of their 
citizens was ſhed in the defence of their 


republican conſtitution, 


4 Z s þ 4 14 


The province of Holland did not heſitate 
in this ſituation to march their troops 
upon the territories of Utrecht. They 
placed a garriſon in the poſts of Vreeſwyk 
and Jutphaas, and marched a conſiderable 
detachment of the regiment of Salm to 
Teinforce the capital city. A rencounter 
took place on the 14 between a party of 
this regiment and a ſmall detachment of 
troops in the pay of Guelderland. One 
only. of * u. ee was Wms. 


rn 


be Ke and four were conducted pid. 


ſoners 
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1 
ſoners to Utrecht. This conduct of Hol- 
land was regarded with much indignation 
by the ſeyeral ſtates in the intereſt of the 
prince of Orange, The aſſembly of Amerſ- 
fort in particular declared, that, as this 
neighbouring province had thought proper 
hoſtilely to enter their territories, they 
could not but regard their conduct as 
highly offenſive, and were determined to 
employ every means in their power to re- 
pel the aggreſſion. The ſtates of Holland 
anſwered no otherwiſe, than by the de- 
mand of a categorical explanation in the 
courſe of forty-eight hours reſpecting 
theſe menaces, that the province might 
adopt ſuch means of reſiſtance, as they 


might deem to be eligible. At the ſame 
time the ſtates of Amersfort addreſſed 
a circular letter to the governments of 
Zealand, Frieſland, Overyſſel and Gronin- 
gen, requiring their aſſiſtance to ſuppreſs 
88 -- Wa 
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the unj uſtifiable proceedings of the people 
Weben. by 3 Bent 


2 


"Dur this was not the moſt unfayourable 


| conſequence, that reſulted from the con- 


duct, which Holland conceived herſelf 
obliged to hold at this time. The officers 
of the troops of her diviſion were obliged 
to come to an explicit determination, whe- 
ther or not they would yield a an unreſerved 
obedience to her orders. The ſtates general 
had taken care to furniſh them with a ſuf- 


ficient apology for their refuſal ; and it is 


generally found, that the military, with 
the ſpirit of royaliſts, are more inclined to 
attach themſelves to the chief magiſtrate 
who commands them, than to the le- 
giſlative afſembly by which they are fup- 
ported. Thus it happened in the pre- 
ſent inſtance ; and the number of thoſe, 
who refuſed to obey, was much greater, 
than that of thoſe who complied. In this 
critical 
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critical juncture the ſtates of Holland did 


threats into execution, ſuſpended the diſ- 


obedient officers, and without delay nomi- 


nated others to fill up their places. The 


tection to the recuſants, and ordered that 
they ſhould be paid out of the revenues 2 
| * Fopubbs at * 


"or * gaining 95 the officers. was not A 


3 10 


ſufficient, acquiſition to the cauſe of the 
ſtadtholder, unleſs they could bring over 
with chem large parties of the troops 


under their command, In this ſituation it 
was thought, that a peremptory and me- 


nacing countenance on the part of the 


prince of Orange would greatly contribute 
to the attainment of this. important pur- 
poſe, Accordingly a manifeſto was pub- 


liſhed on. the 26 of May by the court of 


Ni imeguen, which can ſcarcely be conſidered 
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in a leſs formidable light, than that or 2 
declaration of war againſt the .province of 
Holland. 5 In this paper it was remarked; 
that ſufficient reaſons had long exiſted to 
juſtify the Radtholder in making: deolara- 
tions, publiſhing manifeſtoes and arrange 
ing meaſures, to oppoſe the machinations 
of that ſmall number of members'and'ſer- 
vants of the government, who had made ſo : 
malignant and unworthy an uſe of their in- | 
—_ over the minds of à part of the na- 
It was only from the natural and 
e inclination of the ſtadt- 
holder for proceedings of mildneſs and 
forbearance, and from his love for the 
public tranquillity and the general wel- 
fare, that he had been ſo long reſtrained. 
As long as the facred bonds of the union 
had ſubſiſted between the different pro- 
vinces, as long as their integral members 
and the towns had retained the enjoyment 
of their rights, privileges, liberties and 
authority, 
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m3: 
authority, it had been the determination of 


the ſtadtholdler, to ſpare as much as poſſible 


the tranſient deluſion of the multitude, 


and to Wait, till the intrigues and the 
views of their leaders ſhould be univerſally 


ſeen in all their native deformit 7x. 


5 
The time was not 152 4 paſſed, Wi his 
1 80 nl 


hopes i in this reſpect appeared about to 


realiſe themſelyes. | The . ableſt and the 


moſt faithful ſenators, . and the x major part 


of the /good burghers, particularly i in the 
province of | Holland, had already ſhewn 
the moſt unqueſtionable marks of their 
averſion to the conſpiracy « of the ariſtocra · 
tical leaders, as well as to the violences of 
the ſeduced and deluded citizens. Even 
the provincial ſtates had appeared ready to 


take thoſe meaſures, which would have Ie. 


eſtabliſhed every one in his rights, as well 
as reſtored the ſtadtholder to his hereditary. 
prerogatives. Unfortunately the exertions 


of the well e magiſtrates and in- 


habitants, 
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babitants, inſtead of — the heads of 
"the cabal to their duty, had driven them 
to the moſt odious extremities; They had 
compelled the ſenates of certain towns, at 
the point of the bayonet, to adopt reſo- 
lutions, which had been previouſſy digeſted 
by the heads of the armed cotps under 
he guiſe of humble petitions, and figned 
by people compelled \ or bribed t to that pur- 
poſe. They had dared to deprive ſenators 
of their offices, t to introduce others by i 

n regular and uncon itutional methdd3, 50 
to make the wolf! manifeſt infringement of | 
| nights, privileges and charters, paſs for the 


© domeſtic and private concern of an in- 


| 
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 Gividual town. | 
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many voices in che aſſembly of the ſtates 
as were neceſſary to form a majority, they 
afterwards proceeded to the moſt public 
violation of the union. The plan of the 
defence of the province of Holland having 
: 
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always coincided- with the views of the 
volunteers, that province had aſſumed to 
violate the territory of a confederate by the 
march of theſe illicit corps of burghers, and 
of certain light troops inliſted under her par- 
ticular authority. But they had undertaken 
_ ſomething, much more dangerous than this, 
and wholly unexampled. Officers, bound 
by oath and by the moſt ſacred engage- 
ments to the republic at large, and having 
no ties to any individual province out of 


its own territories, had received orders to 
enter into the province of Utrecht by the 
ſingle authority of Holland, without any 
communication with the ſtates general, with- 
out the approbation and ſanction of the ſtates 
of Utrecht, and without the patent of the 
ſtadtholder as captain general of the union. 
This circumſtance was rendered ſtill more 
alarming, by its not being poſſible to trace 
theſe orders up. to any reſolution of the 
fates of Holland; fo that the- prince felt 
himſelf obliged to attribute them to the 

X ſingle 


1 


1 


ſingle julloence of che vacopſtitutional 
cabal. Thus ſituated, the ſtadtholder would 


think that he violyted, the oaths of his 


office, hd deſerted the obligations under 
which be was placed to the public at 
large, Ahe heſitated to put in practice 
every means in his power, to prevent the 
adherents of the eſtabliſned conſtitution 
from remaining any longer under the ty+ 
raumy of their enemies, and to aſſiſt the 
inhabitants, deluded by the moſt; deſtruc- 
dive novelties; to withdraw themſel ves 
rom their impending ruin, as well as that 
ofthe republic at large. The ſtadtholder 
once ted that he could not better teſtify 
at this moment his zeal and attachment to 
the intereſts of his beloved country, than 


deſire to cooperate with the fates of Guel- 


daorland, as well as with the other provinces 


of the republic, to reeſtabliſh repoſe, con- 
cord and confidence between the magiſ- 
e en cen ud 1 Bil dates 
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Nein 4 
— * 


1 3% ] 


the rights, privileges and intereſts of the 
people, eſpecially of the burghers, by 


general and particular concerns of their 


towns, ſuch as might be found conform - 


able to the eſtabliſhed privileges and char» 


ters, or compatible with the Saus con- 


N. 78 u of the a, 


The 1 of events, which this mani- 
feſto was intended to influence, was inter- 


rupted by a tumult of a very alarming 


nature in the city of Amſterdam. Attempts 


had been made, as a variety of addreſſes 


had been preſented to the ſtates of the 
province of Holland in favour of the pre- 


vailing ſyſtem, to obtain counter addreſſes 


in behalf of the ſtadtholder; but, as it 


ſhould ſeem from the catalogue that has 
been given of them, with no very brilliant 


ucgeſs, They were chiefly carried in 


X 2 places 


rates and the inhabitants, and to protsc 
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Places of very" Httle importance, and even 
that of the Brille, one of the moſt con- 
fderable towns in the intereſts of the ſtadt- 
| Holder, was ſigned by no more than three 
hundred and ſixty perſons.” The depen- 
dence therefore of the court of Nimeguen 
; relatively to à meafure of this ſort, reſted 
folely with the 'metropolis. Here an 
addreſs was prepared, claiming in the 
ſtrongeſt manner from the ſtates of Hol- 
land the immediate execution of all thoſe 
meaſures, which were moſt deſired by the 
ſtadtholder; and this addreſs received 
33,000 ſignatures, which was a greater 

number than thoſe, from which any of 

the meaſures of the armed burghers had S 


. derived their faction. 


Ow 


The adele 0 of deen ap- 


.pear to have been in a manner / intoxicated 
with ſo extenſive a ſucceſs. | The car- 
penters and workmen of. the admiralty-in 


TOTS 3. or parti- 
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particular, who were very numerous in 
the quarter of Cattemburg, had diſplayed 


teſs of the addreſs. On the 28 of. May, 
the period which was fixed for the cloſe of 


the, ſignatures, a number of theſe people 


aſſembled before a celebrated inn, which 
had been the principal ſcene of theſe 


numerous ſignatures. They were armed 


with knives, ſabres, piſtols and. bludgeons, 
and employed themſelves in patroling the 
ſtreets, inſulting the paſſengers, and vent- 


ing every kind of execration againſt the 


heads of the patriotic party. The next 
day the ſame ſcene was repeated, three 
perſons were wounded; and the high bailiff 
of Amſterdam interfered for the purpoſe 


of putting an end to the tumult. But the 


patience of the democratical vulgar was 
already exhauſted; and, though without 
arms, they purſued the rioters, and drove 
f them back to the houſe of their rendezvous. 
FSA + X 3 Having 


a xiotous diſpoſition during the whole pro- 


— 


q 
"my 
| 
| 
| 


qvakterdꝭ af the towu, and pillaged five ot 


of the patriots, while the other party was 


p Town 


| Haring thus far ſucceeded,. and a ch mf 


pant of the armed burghers baving arri 
to keep the rloters at bays, the popalace, 
ho had hitherto acted upon the defenſe, 


nos changed their condugt. They dif. 


perſed themſelves. through the: different 


fx hoùſes of Aha ſtadtholderinns, ambng 
which was that of Mode: Rendorp. Nhe 
Cattembargers, having lifted up the.draws 
bridges which copnated their quarter with 
the teſt of the city,, were not more peace: 
able un their ſide, and pillaged the houſes 


employed: in taking e n. the 
friends of the briaeg ger adtxöch 


eung $13.0, 8 AMI 4A. lo. 
| The alarm was now 7 given, the. deums 
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beat to ars in every part of the city, and | 
many companies of the armed burghers 
arrived at the quarter of Cattemburg, 
Here they fou | nd the ; populate ü in the i in- 
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1 3 
toreſts of the ſtadtholder drawn up ĩn order 
of bartle on the other ſide of the canal, 


both ſides. Cannon were afterwards 


brought up by either party; and a yoj¹A 


leaped- upon the balluſtrade from Which 
the drawbridge was fuſpended, eut che 
cable that ſupported it; and, regufning his 


boat, cafily pulled down the bridge. The 


communication being thus opened, the 


armed burghers paſſed into the quarter of 


Cattemburg and put the enemy to flight: 


The attack did not conclude till ten oeldeR 
in the morning; and the burghers Had a 


artillery man killed and ſeveral others 
wounded. The Cattemburgers left four 
of their dead upon the field of battle. The 
next day, which was the 30, the police was 
employed in making priſoners a number of 
thoſe, who had been active in interrupting 
the peace of the city. But in the evening 

R 4 an 


ande diſcharge of muſquetry enſued on 


1 
of 
{ 
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I. 
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: H | 
at indiſcriminate multitude! of two hun · 
dred perſons, under pretence' of ſinging the 
-trixmph-of the patriotic party, paraded the 
town, and committed further outrages on 
the houſes of the ſtadtbolderians. The 
inquiſition into the cauſes of this riot was 
carried on with much ſeverity. The artil- | 
lery man, who had been killed on the part 
of the burghers, was buried with extraor- 


I dinary pomp ;- while a perfon of the fame 
claſs, who had fallen a ſacrifice to the 
| licentiouſneſs of the Cattemburgers, was 
© conveyed to the place of execution, and | 
ſuſpended by his foot from the public 
gallows. One of the perſons convicted 
upon account of this affair was hanged, 
and ten others were whipped, branded, and 
_ obliged to appear publicly with a halter 
5 about their necks. At the ſame time great 
ö pains were taken to trace theſe lawleſs 
N proceedings up to the prince of Orange. 
* citizens of conſiderable rank, and 
” notorious 
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notorious activity in that party, found their 
ſafety in fſight; and it was ſaid to have 
come out in evidence before the ſchepens 


of Amſterdam, that an armourer of Liege 


had expedited fix hundred muſquets for the 


inhabitants of Cattemburg, and that his 


payment had been made by perſons ate 
1 to = court of Nimeguen. FIVE 


by.” IS on pho et 


bs the 1 * June the aſſembiy | 


| of the ſtates general, which now acted 
entirely in concert with the court of the 
ſtadtholder, purſued to Kill: greater ex- 


| Holland. A reſolution was voted by four 


provinces, and orders were accordingly 


iſſued to genetal van Reyſſel, commanding | 


the cordon of the troops of Holland, to 


. evacuate. his preſent poſition, under pain 


of diſmiſſion from the ſervice to all thoſe 


who ſhould fail of inſtant compliance, The 
Jon of Holland- immediately iflued coun- 


der 


tremities their oppoſition to the ſtates of 
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Nl van Rey ſſel and; his officers) under the 
Aba cordon. This extreme hoſtility was 


Rates general, ſuſpending general van 
Reyſſel from his command; while the 


protection ans a e ener 


10 
Video: S443) kd $14 * 


„The, 0 mn. a an 
4be regylar troops of the province of Hole 
Aud was:givetomthe 10.06 June by Ben- 
cena colong} Balgeavis, who, having 
«Holland, and withdrawn himſelf from 
his regiment, no returnad, anf ſubooeſa- 


as, well as a battaliau af a diſterent regi- 
ment, which was: ſtationed | witli: chem in 
Nxiſon at the fortreſs af Que water. 
* The 


ſollewed in a ſew days by a vote of the 


- ftates of Holland engaged to him their 


#plly-: endeavoured to ſeduce from the 
ſervies the body he had lately cobmanded, 


_ 
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fected the hole hne of their troops; © In 


x: week tho "cordon was- broken” up, "this 
frontier left defenceleſs to the mefey of 
the enemy, and near two thirds of the 
##vlar troops of Holland went over tothe 


ſtadtholder: It note voidently appeared 


teers and armed burghers. The fuperior 
ſevenues e the province of Holland werb 
cilculated to bring back their deſerters, 


arid to enable then to find à remedy fo 


this unfortubate ſituation; i But, if inthe 


iaterval, lowever''hort; they had been 
deſtitute of all means of defence, they muſt 
have fallen an unreſiſting prey to theit in- 


vaders, and the ptivileges, for which they 
had ſo long cotitended; have been loſt in 
| the uncontrolled nr hes, of a deſpot. 


55 WK of 6s 


Tbey e em played At . means to 


contend 


how wiſe and Prudeht Had” been ' the 
meaſure of infifting large b6dies of volts 
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. with'theireritical ſituation. They 
ame to a. reſolution to appoint , a com- 
miſſion of defence, or a.ſfort of field depu- 
es, ho were;to be ſtationed at Woerden, 
and who were to concert with general van 
Keyſſel the. proper meaſures for preſerving 
as much as poſſible the ſcattered remains 5 
of their military cordon. In the mean 
time meaſures of A; warlike complexion 
were carried on upon all ſides. A detach» - 
ment of three hundred of the armed 
burgers of of Amſterdam. Arebeck for e 


W > + 


tio os W was inctigad: the com- 

mand of the metropolis. A detachment 
of one hundred and fifty into did 
the ſame ſervice for the town of Haarlem. 
About this period a plot Was detected, | 
which had been formed by the party of 
Nimeguen, to ſeize upon the perſon of the 


42245 "12611 


Thingrave of Salm, who was now at 


Fi 
Vereche, and to convey bim priſoner to 


: Amers- 


. 
Amersfort. The rhingrave; having eſcaped = 
from this danger, was ſpeedily after ap- 
pointed commander in chief of the regular 
troops and volunteers in the city and pro- 
vince of Utrecht. On the 9 of June the 
ſtadtholder, at the requeſt of the ſtates of 
Amersfort, took the field, and put himſelf 
at the head of his army in the nn 
hood of that _ | . | i 
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... The 1 of Holland, ting at the 
hoſtile and untemporiſing proceedings of 
the aſſembly of the ſtates. general, delibe- 
rated, early! in the preſent month, upon 
com aminding the deputies of Guelderland, 
Zealand, Frieſland and Amersfort to quit 
the reſidence of the Hague. This meaſure 
appears. to have been judged violent and 
premature. There was one experiment, 
that evidently remained. which, if it 
ſucceeded, would enable them to bring 


over to their party, or at leaſt to put an 
end 


0 15 1 
end the oppoſition of the aſſembly af 
the generality. The city of Utrecht had 
long held itſelf unconneRed with the 
meeting of Amersfort. This town was ſo 
flouriſniog and important, as greatly to 
putweighio the political balance the whole 
of the reſt of the provinge, + The ſenate 
had declared from. the firſt, that the meet 
ing of Amersfort was illegal and incapable 
of its functions. They appeared therefore 
evidentiy to have a right, to revive the 
dſembly of the ſtates within their walls, 

and to obtain, that either this ſhould be 
conſidered as the only legal repreſentative 
of the province, or at leaft that it ſhould 
be permitted to balance and aunihilate the 
voice of Amers fort. Such was the meaſure 
that was adopted in the preſent criſis. 
The new ſtates of Utrecht held their firſt 
ſeſſion 'on the 11 of June, and their meet- 
ing appears in regard both of nutubers and 
rk to have been highly reſpeRable. | 


S E C- 


t 30 J | 


4 3 | j £ * * ; "ol 
"% 1 — - * 4Y F „ 4 
4 * $5.8. 5 (CE OJ DIAITTET 


«+7 17 70 


SECTION” W 1 5 


* 4 57 
6141 av 


2543 or nag „ *b65 
* the count + the preceding p- pages we 
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have endeavoured to trace with accuracy 7 


7 impartiality the ſources of the parties 


now exiſting in the republic, the conduct : 


they have held and the claims that by each 


of chem have been advanced. We have not | 


indeed ſuppreſſed an opinion upon the 
prudence « or imprudence 0 of meaſures, and 
the rectitude or obliquity « of deſigns ; for 


this would have been carrying impartiality 
to an unnatural and uſeleſs extreme. But 
we have endeavoured. to. mix our (own. 
judgment with the narration of facts as 


ſparingly as poſſible, and upon no occaſion 


to deliver it, but where 1 it was in a manner 

extorted from us. Our readers may be per- 

fectly aſſured, that we > have 3 in no caſe ſup- 
preſſed 
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preſſed the Weliben of any fa of 1 im 
portance, or thrown into made any part of 
the ſtory becauſe it made to the advantage 
or diſadvantage of any one of the parties. 
Truth has been our only object, and we 
have felt no motive to incline us to one 
fide or the other except where we have 
been ſtruck with the juſtneſs of a requi- 
fition or with conſiderations derived from 
the beauty of virtue or the ineſtimable 
value of political freedom. The preceding 


diviſions of our eſſay having therefore 


been narrative, we have reſerved a few 
pages in the conclufion for reaſoning and 
reflection. g 


The wig important of all inquiries to a 
juſt and upright mind is that, which relates 
to the moral right and wrong of any 
action or purſuit, We may examine the 
conduct of our fellow men upon the prin- 
| Ciples of politics in general, or in rela- 


* 
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tion to their effect upon the interefts of this 
or. that country; but theſe are ſubordinate 
and: temporary oonſiderations, and - thould 
never make us forget or poſtpone that 
which is firſt. and itntnukable: In order 
therefore to enter properly upon the queſ- 
tion, we ſhould ſniake off the prejudices 
that adhere to a native of Britain or of 
France, and to a friend of adminiſtration 
or of oppoſition. We ſhould become ſimply 
and ſeriouſly Dutchmen, before we can ſee 
the objects which relate to the Dutch te- 
ö nn in their true AAS 


. We will inquire-firſt into he We 
ſions of the ariſtocracy. This is one of the 
two original parties in the republic, and 

forms a complete and independent body 
within itſelf, The advocates of liberty have 
not been able to diſcover the time, when 
the ſenates of the towns were elected by the 
people; and the influence of the ſtadt- 
liger Y holder 


* 
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holder, in theſe. electiong appegrg racher to 
be an innovation, whether, miſchievous or 
uſefgl. than a part of the primitive and 


original conſtitution. But if the ariſtocracy 


do in reality pvern the people; with an 
unlimited, ſway, it is however to be re- 


membered. that their conteſt has never 
Fol with the derocratical party. The 


queſtion: ſo far as it relates to facts either 


preſent or paſt, lies between the chain of 
deliberative aſſemblies on ae 
the ſtadtholder on Ms other, At, 


- . * 
— Ihe 9 


The dog in its £5 that are al- 


ledged by the ariſtocracy, may eaſily be 


conceived... Politicians have only to have 
recourſe: to any of the writers of ancient 


Greece or Rome in order to learn the ad- 


vantages of this mode of government. | 
Javy and Cicero, the gteateſt geniuſes and 


the moſt penetrating wits of -antiquity, 


eee. Ariſtides, and 
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nearly all the maſt virtuous characters of 
Athens were patricians. Valerius, Cato, 
Marcellus and the Scipios ſpent their lives! in 
the ſtruggle againſt the democratical party. | 
All. that was. moſt enlightened aud all that 
was moſt virtuous in the miſtreſs f the 
world originated with the ſenate, 11 we 
deſcend from this more diſtant view and 
apply the conſideration directly to the 
hiſtory of Holland, we ſhall find a Grotius, 
a Barnevelt, a de Witte, and many other 
illuſtrious characters, all. adhering to the 
ariſtocratical party, It was under the 
auſpices of the laſt of theſe, and when the 
office of ſtadtholder was aboliſhed, that the 
Dutch were more proſperous and reſpect- 
able, than at any time either before or fince 


his adminiſtration. 


Theſe arguments however will nat pro- 
bably produce any great effect upon an im- 


r ſpectator. To the ariſtocracies o 
de 97 n 2907 5: Grands; 
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6 traf, 417 78 12 
9 © _ "Rome the "higheſt pralſe muſt 
be conceded : but it wall perhaps de 
frrongly conjectured that they owed much | 


: J 
of their excellence to the Exiſtende and 


conteſts of the democracy. In the conſti- 
tution of Holland there is no democracy. 
Of conſequence, Wen tlie ſtadtholderſhip 
was aboliſhed, they ruled in a manner with- _ 
out a rival. But of all the modes of govern- 
ment that can be conceived; a pure ariſto- 
cracy is perhaps the leaſt deſirable. It is 
worſe than a deſpotiſm, becauſe inſtead of 
oße the people have 1 many tyrants.” It f is 
worſe than a deſpotiſm, becauſe an indivi- 
dual 3 is continually influenced by a regard 
to reputation and the fear of ſhame, A 


- 


motive, to which an aſſembly of men are 
too frequently ſtrangers. It is worſe than 
a de becauſe a Aeſpgriſma never 


i > <-> . 


0. \There is 90 idea of public Aeg, 
that can be conceived by the mind of man, 
ſo 
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fo. complete, as that in which the people 
are held in the republir of Venice. Every 
thing is tranſacted in ſecrecy and ſilence. 
An individual drops an expreſſion of cen- 
ſure againſt the government in à public 
coffee · houſe or in a private compatiy. He 
is itnmediately informed againſt, he knows 
not by whom. He is ſeized upon, without 
his friends or his family being able to 
form the ſlighteſt conjecture reſpecting the 
crime that is imputed to him; He is 
brought to a trial, where no ſpectators are 
admitted, and his ſentence is pronounced 
in a way of ſummary juſtice. He is free, 
2 ptiſoner, accuſed, condemned and exe- 


euted between, fun and fun, A Notte 


"A 
2 : E 


The friend ON man e not W be 
the advocate of an ariſtocracy. Will he 
then; quitting this party, immediately go 
over to the other, and become the friend of 
the Radtholder ? The office of ſtadtholder 
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is ſai uptm various accounts to be highly 
beneſicial to the Dutch republio. Ie is an 
old; and therefore an eſtabliſhed odſerva- 
tion that à mixed: geverhment is of all 
athers the beſt ; and the prerogatives of 
the ſtadtholder are ſuch, as to render him 
vo inadequate. repreſentative of the n- 
narchical branch. He has the Power of par- 
doniig criminals; he is the general of tlic 
arinies and the admiral of the flaets of tha 
republic ; he diſpoſes abſolutely of a great 
number of offices and truſts, and by this 
means retains in his party 4 numetouvs no- 
engroſſed to himſelf a power of changing 
almoſt at pleaſure the magiſtrates and 
officers in every province and city. It will 
probably be allowed that thefe prerogatives 
&6 not ſtand im need of addition ; and they 
ars Haid to be pecukarly neceſſary in Hel- 
land to give cempaceneſs and energy tothe 
ſje Divided : as S amen this 


country 


Ft ** 1 e 
to ſeven leſſer lovercigntics, and 
| theſe again. en many independent le- 

giſlatures. as, ther S. AE conſiderable towns 
in the nation, aud vnanimity being by. the | 


: conſtitution, an eſſential requiſite both in a 


the propingial ſtates and.in the ſtates general, 
there Muſt neceſſarily be a great degree af 
fownels and irreſolption incident to their 
proceedings. It is the influence. of the 
ſtadtholder alone that « can ſuperſede theſe 
| diſadyantages and preſerve the ſtate from 
becoming a prey to the ambition 0 of its 
e neighbgpry... CO TorRr a 


* farther argument * has pern con- 
ſidered. as of- great value in fayour of the 
tadtholderian | party, is deriyed from cer- 
tain Ercumſtances in the biſtory of the 
republic, which have made the enemies of 
the prince act 1 in many inftatices in con- 


ert with the government of France, 


| wa 


France is ſaid to be the natural enemy of 
Y 4 the 
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che republic and tre Urte interen BITE 
land is med te conffft in die being 
member of ar an extenfive donfederacy, als 
ways exiſting g. "bt only 66cafioniatly t be 
called forth te cutb and ſöppreſt ce en- 
eroackiments of that abidtone poser. 
Es one "is acquainted" with the {tffdivts 
arts, the political crafty 0 the praiſed 
duplicity\ of t the court of Ve erſailf 28. Ain | 
theſe it becomes the "people of Hollantt#0 
be upon 1 1 arc. "They ought always 
to apprehend, that, While France is is many 1 
the greateſt profeſſiohs 61 frieiathip; , The | 
means the moſt inveterate enmity ; | that 
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ſhe is ever watching for an opportunity tq 
enſlaye them; and that, having paſſed, over 


11 4444td. 


the weak. : and defenceleſs. frontier of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, ſhe will ill ſpeedily, re- | 
duce them to the  inglorious, ſituation Op 


+4 


Ering. to, the! houſe of Bourbon 
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The objettions t that Habs been advaiiced 
to 
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tor che power of che ſtadthelder are many 
and weighty. -It has beefi eomplained of, 


that rhe diſadvufntages reſulting from the 
complicated 46th of ehe Dutch D COA 


ment have been exaggerated'by the'frietids' 


of the prinee df Orangen The aunanimi ity, 
that is required among the different men- 


bers of their aſfſemblies, has not ĩn many 


inſtances been found to bs à difadvautagv. 
"The conceſſioh of ſuch . privilege at firſt, 
Has a tiataraÞtendericy to eduſo the privi- 
lege te be uſed: with mode tation In the 
late peacd with the emperor five of the pro- 
vince#obj&@ted originally to the conditions 
that were ſtipulated; but tliey conſidered 


the! particulars with greater deliberation, 


they withdrew their objections, and the 


neceſſity of unanimity ſcarcely delayed the 
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rocee dings : B 2 a month. Thus i it has 
Jo. pened in many ether inftanices; and it 


jo. * _ . be beer at leaſt as far as | 
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iT xe lates to the be fates general, that una 


nimity 


L I 


nimity ſhould be quietly intraducodsahotgh 
under a few fiſadvantages, than that a 
province, independent wirhiu itſalf, ſnould 


beo farced into [expenſive public meaſures 


withoat-its canſent. There are ſtill far- 


ther benefits that relult from this circum- 
ſlance, The provinces. and the downs arg 
extremely unequal to each other in their 
intrinſie value ; the Sonſtitution neceſſarily 


eee an independent and qual 

voice But this diſproportion gradually 
e and the weaker provinces and 
the inferior towns: find it their wiſdom and 
their intereſt frequently ta, yield, to the 
provhice of -Halland and the gity of Amt 


iecduras This would hot happen, if it 


were not n meme, 1803 
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1 ts, to e ee Sos > age not 
ben to prove the erf ft z of of the,o office 0 
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de Witte, the republic was great, oops 
155 FT 


. . 
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fol and vigorous. They engaged in/hoſthe 
lities with different powers more fertile 
in reſouree than themſelves, and always 
came off victorious. Van Tromp and de 
Ruyter gaited more memorable trophies, 
than the element upon which they fought 
had almoſt ever witneſſed. The pride of 
Spain, then the firſt power in Europe, was 
humbled. The maritime ſtrength of Eng- 
land and the extenſive ability of Cromwel 
were ſucceſsfully reſiſted. They burned 
the dock-yard of Chatham; and ſwept the 
Channel of our ſhips. The calamitous event, 
that terminated the career of de Witte, 
was too extraordinary a eircumſtance to 
form à general rule. France, Great Bri. 
tain, and Teyeral princes of Germany en- 
tered into a confederacy againſt this little 
republic. It may be queſtioned, whether 
it was rather the wiſdom or the terror of 
the people, that cauſed the ſudden reſto- 
ration of the ſtadtholder; and the firſt and 


moſt 
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moſt im portant check, that Louis received, 
proceeded from the nature of the war, vot 


com the military ſagacity of William. 
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ib e conſideration of 9, ig impor: 
tance boyw far objects exterior to, a nation 


qught;to influence;the conſtitution of its 


| government. . The firſt object of govern- 


ment is the welfare and happineſs, of the 
Peqple. War is only an incidęgtal ircum- 
Stance; aud ĩt would bea ſubject of lamen- 
tation, if a form of government, no others. 
wiſe. recommen ded, were tobe adopted, 


merely becauſe it was beſt! caleylated for 


reſiſting our neighbours. It is thus, that 
ſpeeulators in politics are continually loſ- 
ing themſelyes in foreign and diplomatical 
conſiderations, While the great objects of 

the morals, the liberty, and the equal 
government of the people are neglected, as 
matters unworthy of our attention. Let 
. ſuppoſe that a revolution was meditated 
. in 


1 k EP 
2441 
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in our on dees Wonld it be a 


valid objeckion to ſay; you' imuſt not take 
away the vote of the biſhops, you muſt 
not aboliſh the houſe of lords, you muſt 


not grant a more equal repreſentation to 


the people, becauſe in adopting theſe ſteps 
you will do a pleaſure to France, to Spain, 
or America? Equally abſurd would be the 


conduct of Holland, ſhould any real melio- 


ration of their government be rejected, 
merely becauſe' the court of e | 


ves ee with r e £220 
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| 8 it be conducive; to. the welfare | of 


& 


Holland, to aſſume in a great degree the 


. of fakes ſtate. With reſpect 


are to be en eee e moſt part 
idle and chimerical. The ambition and 


knight errantry of Louis XIv. Was a 


temporary fever in the blood of the king 
20 124 A | dom, 
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racter. The politics of F rance at the pre: 
ent day by no msaus partake of the ideas 
of invaſion and.conqueſt. She is defirous of 
extending her commerce, of enlarging her 
influence in the different parts of the world, 


and of gaining the good will and alliance, | 


Sass than Ba e ſubmiſſion af 
ble-apprehenſion of the ambition of France, | 


| that; led Great Britain into the ruinous 


expences · of the wars of the duke of Marl- 
borough. The ſame viſionary ideas are 


not yet extinct. When the United States 


of America entered into confederacy with 
France, the ſober and the moderate in this 
country were unanimous in their condem- 
nation. She would gain a footing in their 
continent, which ſhe would not eaſily be 


prevailed upon to relinquiſh. She gave 
them good words, in order that ſhe baer 


ane, the monopoly of their com- 


merce; 


— 
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mere; and 'ſhe ſmiled, only ber ſle might 
the more ſeourdly- betray. It is by no 
means neceflary, that, if the ariftocratical 
party be the prevailing. one, che govern- 

ment of Holland ſhould be the ſubordinare 
ally of the government of France. De | 
Witte was far from being the paſſtre mini- 
ſter of the caprices of tlie grand monarch; 
and, during the. laſt ſuſpenſion of the office 
of ſtadtholder, the Detch-aFually-engaged 
in war againſt the French 5 
favour of this queen = I 


"Iago us e whe are - the co: 
that can be propoſed by France, and that 
would be found detrimental to the republic 
of Holland. That a mutual alliance ſhould 
ſubſiſt between them, that they , ſhould 
favour the commerce of bach other, and 
that Holland ſhould find a protector in 
France, in caſe of the wanton attack of aux 
of her neighbours, can never he vegy ir- 


1 jurious 


, 
' 
; 
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ied to her. Its / beneficial tendenay 
was lately experienced / in the determined 
oppoſition, that was given by the court of 
Vexſailles to the alarming demands of the 
-emperor.” But this is the age of partition- 
Ang; and the government of France will 
no: doubt in a fe years adopt mis method 
of depri priving Holland of her independence. 
And with what power ſhall this partition 
be made? That which moſt matutally 
offers itſelf! 1s the-emperor. He muſt thete- 
fore acquire the free navigation of the 
Schelde together with ſome of the ſouthern 
"divifions of the Dutch \ govertieent, France 
eon the other Hand wilt have the Northern 
Provinces, Guelderland, and perhaps Hol- 
Jand, In this ftuation, the trade of Ant- 
werp revived, and part of the tertitories of 
the republic thrown” into the hantls of the 
natural rival of France, the country woll 
be of much leſs advantage to her than in 
ie rcchdition ef à friend Fane" ally. He 
2 001 201 | muſt 


b 


muſt have a ſtrong degres af itoplicie faith 
vcho can imagine that France will not only 
break through every ſolemn, aud ſacred 
obligation, but even counteract her moſt 
palpable intereſt, 1 52 order to ruin {ſo uſeful 
ne 16] Gorge 


| Avother conſideration, ſtrongly invite 
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upon by the adverſaries of the ſtadtholder, 


1s derived from the character of the princes 
of the houſe of Orange. They h bave uni- 
formly, been the friends of deſpotiſm and 
have exerted themſelves | in proportion to 
their ability to ſubvert the conſtitution of 
their country. From William E nothing 
very different could reaſonably be expected. ; 
He was originally the page © of the erpperar 
Charles V, and he was brought up in the 
maxims of that arbitrary monarch. He 
eagerly. ſought. advancement from the court 
of Madrid, and made various propoſals. to 
the ſovereign, unfavourable to the cauſe of 

e the 
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the revolted Provinces. - When at length 


be was ebmpetled-in/a manner to become 
dhe lealler of a people ſtruggling againſt 
oppreſiion;>he-made uſe of every oppor- 
tunity; which the war put into his power, 
to engroſs a large ſhare of the goyernment, 
aud to extend. his prerogatives. Prince 

aurice, bis ſucceflor, advanced with a 


firmer feep ; in the ſame career, 80 6 eager 


N 


| was he for the poſſeſſion of power, that 


he ſacrificed to this purſuit every tie of 
gratitude, by which he was bound to the 
protector of his youth, _ and cauſed the 
venerable, Barnevelt to dic upon a public 
ſeaffold. The ſchemes of William II. for 
deſtroying the independence bf the cities 
and placing the whole power in the hands 
of his creatures are well known, and were 
only interrupted by his ſudden death in 
the twenty-fifth year of his age. The re- 


gulation of regency, introduced 11¹ 1674. 
nnd ann eee een 


. and 
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and revived in 17% may alone ſetve 
to fix che character of the n Pthioes," 4% 


Wy 
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The reigning ſtadtholder -Hid been ſaid 
not to be vety formidable for his abilities. 
The advocates of his office have juſtly ob- 
ſerved, that one of its greateſt advantages 
has conſiſted in the affording to the repub- 
lic a general of apa woes and authority 
to lead them to wat! This advantage has 
been voluntarily Yielded by William V. | 
By his own deſire Louis of Brunſwic re. 
tained the ſituation of commander i in chief, 
after the commencement of his majority ; 5 


and, upon his reſignation, it was thought 
neceſſary to invite the count de Maillebois 


from the liſts of the marſhals of France, to. 
ſucceed him. The ſtadtholder has indeed 


in no inſtance, in the courſe of an arduous 


conteſt, exhibited any marks of conſtancy, 


magnanimity or prudence. The imputa- 


tion againſt him of having betrayed the in- 
22 tereſts 
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8 to de equrt of Great 

Britain, with, whom, the. Was at war, ig 6 
charge of a very ſerious nature. And, if 
we review the whole. progreſs of the in- 
quiry, into, this buſineſs, we muſt allow, 
either that the charge is true, or that it has 
been. reſiſted in a very weak, injudicious 
1 abſurd manner by the Adee 
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ot are the 3 — naturally | 
ſoggeſt themſelves | in, the preſent . contro-. 
verly between the Radgholder and the de: 
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liberative aſſemblies of Holland; and j Per- 
haps. an impartial and. juſt reaſoner will 
not feel himſelf inclined warmly to eſpouſe ö 


the cauſe, of cither of theſe parties. The 
adyocates of the ſtadtholder, particularly 


| tick. as, are at 'L diſtance from the ſcene of 
action, haye. taken much pains to keep, eye-. 
ry, conſideration of a different nature out 
of fügt, and to repreſent this as the whole 
of the buſineſs now in n agitatiqn. But 3 in 
Ws reality 
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reafity che queſtion between the: OY 
chicar at the artftbcraticat branches of the 
conſtitution of Holland, will appear to 2 
Lerreeues mind in a very trivial light, 

in compariſon of the conteſt, that Yas been 
catried on fince the year 1783 in thie diffe- 
rent towns of the republic. The eftiens 
of Holland are not treated with the' ſmall- 
eſt regard by the original conflitution of 
the republic. They ate confidered- as 
mere machines, ſobordinate to the will, 


and born to defend the prerogative 6f thelr | 
fo yperiots. But the Dutch Have now, with 


2 magnanimity and firmnefs that Have few 


— 0 i 4s 


examples, ſhaken off this ſituation of con- 
* 122 Dia F614} 


tempt. They have aſpired to democrati- | 
cal liberty. | And, if it will | perhaps be 
| found, that they bave not carried their ideas 
upon this ſubject t to the length of its warm- 


* $1443 
eſt admirers, yet many of their proviſ ions, 


and particularly that of a colle lege "of tri 
une, who ſhall $9 a ſhare ia the elec- 


2 3 tion 


tot of 2 and the poneepmpent 
of the,republic, muſt conſtitute an impor- 
tant I" 2 . 00 Trig 5 Nd 
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It ow then obſerved 3 ſome of the 
Peedbon and by .mavy .of aneh of 


democratical governmeut, that its proper 
held is the legiſlation, of a ſingle town. It 
has been ſaid, that, in an extenſive territory, 
a government of this ſort can never be proſ- 
perous and ſtrong, and the diſadyantages 
that attend it have been Iaboriouſly diſeuſ⸗ 
ged. Theſe, objectious certainly will nat | 
be admitted 3 in their utmoſt force by the 
friends of liberty ; ; but! i may be of advan- 
tage to yield them ſome degree of attention. 
It has juſtly been obſerved, that 4 in Ame- 
rica a valuable experiment is now carrying 
on for the vindication of the character of 
republicaniſm; ; and it is extremely, to be 
defired, chat it may have a happy and a fa- 


wourable iſſue, But the experiment in 
H olland 


1 , 
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Holland i 4s. little le enticed to our atten- 
tion and it, is by no means accompanied | 


with, the lame degree. of uncertainty: and 


is exactiy ſuch as the moſt cautious; would 
deſire. It reſts in ſingle towns, Where a | 
democracy can ſeldomeſt be produRtive.of 
xehorates, but does not 
ſubvert the general en of; an | 


miſchief, and it 


dune, of the „eee nn 
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kl Is is diſgraceful ta Great. Britain Per to 


Eirope;. that the true ſtate of this queſ- 
tion has been ſo little conſidered; and that 


it has been ſuffered to be in a manner loſt 
in the ſilly controverſy of the ariſtocracy 
and the ſtadtholder. The democratical re- 


form of the United Provinces, beſide all : 
its other advantages, has proceeded upon 
the nobleſt and moſt ſubſtantial baſis. The 
ſpirit of the volunteers of Ireland has fre- 
W been a ſubject of admiration aud en- 


24 comium. 


33 


cen W reſpectable 5 in the republic 
ef Holland: And, as the character of the 
Dutch is the reverſe of that of the Iich, 


as the former are not leſs diſtinguiſhed for 
 inflexibility and perſtveranee, tha the 
| Jitter for Hekleneſp and caprice, it 18 to 
be hoped that the inſtitution will be pro- 
duRive of a more perriznent effect. In a 
word che banner of Hberty, that is now 
unfurled from the walls of Utrecht, de- 
to eunkind, and' che ciufe of the demo- 
oraey of Holland needs enly to be under- 
ſtood, in order to its Tay covered wo 
a veneration. £49 A Kin vin a 
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The ROK of _ citizens of Holland 
cannotinaturally admit, of heſitation; There 
neyet was a people that was enflaved, who 
were determined to be free. H left to 
themiebves, they * to be / more 


Binies 3 | than 
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tban 2 mateh for doe meredhty uche or 
che priner of Orange. If we can fuppo 
them to be attacked by the united phite 
os Great Britain and Pruſfia and deſertéd 
by France, they may be borne doivn for A 
time, but their cauſe can only be deſtroy- 
ed with'-their exiſtence. The Northern 
Hercules may cut off the heads of the 


Lernaean Hydra, but they will infaltibly 
Grout again more | fierce and numerous 


than ever. Thus 2 new republic of the 
pureſt kind is about to ſpting up in EüU- 


rope; arid; the flame of liberty, which was 


firſt excited in America, and has nne 
communicated ĩtſelf in a manner more or 
leſs perfect to ſo many other countries, 
bids fair for the production of conſequences, i 
not leſs extenſibe r | e 
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-/With-reſpect to the din whites; 


1 


or not in the iſſue of this controverſy the 


office of the ſtadtholder ſhall any longer be 
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permitted to exalt, this is agree, very; 
inferior conſideration. That the ariſtocracy; 


ſhould remain is eflgatial to.the weldare.of 
Holland. Wherever richęs hae been in 
an west degreg accumulated, and the in- 
equality of cen Bad- u cane 


long exiſt; > Us; 18 abſurd. for e | 
to ourſelves the poor giving, laws. to the 


byighoſe who-poſleſs. the, fanleſt barg off 
its prgpetty. The influenge pf property; 


muſt in ſome manner be exertac h andi it-is: 
better to open to it an eaſy, aud moderate 


channel, than to ſuffer it, either by its 
ſiniſter pr oceedings to undermine the man- 
ners of the people, or by the violence of 
its reſentments to ſhake the fabric of the 
ſtate. The prince of Orange is undoubt- 
edly an object of oppoſition to the demo- 


cracy, ſo long as he ſhall remain inflexibly- 


determined to reſiſt their eim Ig He 
N 6 dall 
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| ſhall ceaſe from, this abſurd: aud nde 
conduct, it will then be time to conſider 
the compromiſe that may be made, and the 
conceſſions that ; WAY! be 8 ranted to him. 
The province. of Hollaud ſhowed, no longer 
ago. than in the negociation of Mr. de 
Rayneval, that they were willing to preſerve 5 


his office under certain ſtipulations. Pro- 
vided the ariſtocratical and | democratical 
en be eſtabliſhed. on their proper 
baſis, i it may then be allowable to conſider, 
whether or not they ſhall admit a third 
power in the conſtitution, though they will | 
probably do better with PET? the eher 
two. 
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Rau Rr the natural progreſs 
of the preſent controverſy” upon the dop- 
poſition of its being; confined within che 
limits of "the republic, it is natural to 
inquire reſpecting the conduct which the 


de powers will adopt, and the 
influence 
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Inffieges bier char conduct ll ave 
wpoh heals Uf HAkind, *Atoit Oh 
poid® te Winch we have broapht down 


| Guat in ip e baten nf 


Tuption of the forttiey ef tHe prigeeſd bf 


Orange tom Nimeguen 9 Higue, ts 


King of 'Pruffi: ia aſſumed D pereiptory 1 
ſtyle, that” it was imagined 1 that the t kerl. 
tories" of the Tepublic would be = crowded 
lch the t. troops U his Monarch, without 
his allowing b Winke 4 ome s = ſc for 


| wodden and abe babs rc 


5 whom his fiſter Had been Tifulted, and 


a part of his army was marched. without 


485 into the neighbourhood of Cleves. 


It was: predifed- however by thoſe who 
faw w deeper into.the ſubject that he would 
not proceed in ſo arduous an, affair with- 


Tx 29 9 


M's ciccumſpettion and caujjonz and thus 


It hqs l in the ſequel. , 2 
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— Geog Beitains has 
Pace in: the ſariouſneſs of its countenange. 
with the cqurt of Berlin. Same dæmur- 


was. ſaid to hays been at firſt excited in tho 


cabinet reſpecting the nature of that aur 


tex ference, which it was proper for us to 
adopt in the diſputes of the republic. The | 
lovereigh however is doubtleſs. much 


attached to the cauſe, of à prince, whioſe: 
prerogatives. ſo nearly reſemble his owny 
and whoſe houſe bas ſo long been con- 


nected with the royal family of Britain. 


There is, at preſent at Ieaſt, little danger 
in accommodating the conduct of admini- 
ſtration tc h predilections of the monarehę 
and of con ſequence, Whatevar jealouſies 


may be ſuppoſed to have. exiſted for 4 


mbment, they have given way to the 


putſuit of an uniform mode | of conduct. 


I the queſtion were to) become more 
ſerious, tlie meaſures to be adopted would 
ba a matter of critical conſidsration. If no 
A ophpoſition 
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Adden a deciſive meafures 
among che initiſters/themfelves, it is not 
to be believed that parliament or the nation 
_ would: quietly - ſubmit” to the voting the 
ſabfidy'6f a million per annum for the 
ſuppore' of the cauſe of the prince of 
Orange. The thread-bare topic of the 
proteſtant intereſt would ſcarcely ſerve to 
apologize for fo important a meaſure, and 
would probably have little influence but 
with lord George Gordon. The balance 
of power in Europe is an argument equally 
inſufficient for the purpoſe. It has already 
appeared, that the acquiſition, that will be 
made by France, will not be ſuch as to 


render her in a high degree formidable. 


The alliandes, which Great Britain once 
oultivated with the powers of the conti- 
nent, conſtitute an object much more 


worthy of her conſideration ; and, if ſhe 


can maintain a good underſtanding with 
the _—_— of Auſtria and the empreſs of 
* 
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Ruſſia, ſne will have little to fear from the 
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The Fe of om cout wa Verſailles, 
during ſo much as has elapſed of the pre- 
ſent year, has appeared of ſo delicate a na- 


ture, that ſome perſons have imagined that 
ſhe will be diſpoſed to take no part in the 


preſent controverſy, and will leave the 


faction againſt, the ſtadtholder to ſhift for 
themſelves. T he event, which. took place 
on the 13 of February, of the death of the 


count de Vergennes, miniſter and ſecretary 


of ſtate for foreign affairs, was a circumſtance 


unfavourable to the cauſe of the oppoſition 
in Holland. This miniſter was unqueſtion- 


ably poſſeſſed of a very enlightened com- 


prehenſion reſpeQing the ſituation of 


France in regard to foreign powers; and 
he maintained with ſuch uniformity and 
dignity the character of this great mo- 


narchy, chat be may perhaps be conlidered, . 
as 
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28! having, given 2: greater degree of rc 


| ſpeQability; te his courts. that was ever 


poſſeſſed by it in any former period. The 
ditpoſitions and talents of his ſuteefld? in 
office ate unknown, and his general influ- | 
ence-may well be'confideret as à matter of 
doubt and uncertainty. The gevernment 
of France, in its tranſactions relatively to 


the late aſſembly of the notables; has re- 


moved the veil from the imperfectiond of 
her ſituation, and has expoſed im the 
| Rtrongeſt ſight the derangement of lier 
flaances: perh aps ſhe has even eragge⸗ 
rated ir. This would not have been of fo 
much eonſequence, if the count de Ver- 
gennes had lived, and if ir had been 
thought proper to permĩt Mr. de Calonne 
to retain his office. But, cooperating with 
the removal of the two moſt reſponſible 


miniſters of the kingdom, it has given riſe 


to an appearance of weakneſs and imbeci- 


lity i in the preſent adminiſtration, which 
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It is not boarder ſerioufly to bo belldved' f 


that the court of France will change the 
ſyſtem of politics upon which ſhe has acted 


for ages, and exhibit in the face of Europe 1 


ſo poor a dereliction of a party, with which 


ſhe: has cooperated and whoſe oppoſition | 


ſhe has animated for ſo conſiderable a time. 


The adoption of ſuch a conduct would 
have the very worſt effect upon her future 
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operations with foreign countries, and 


* 


would fix a ſtain upon her policy, which 
it would be extremely difficult to obli- 
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terate. France had not in reality for ſeyeral + 
years paſt experienced any ſignal calamity, 
and, however inopportune may be her pre- 


ſent ſituation, it may eaſily be conjec- 
tured, that a miniſter of any kind of m- 


neſs, deciſion and ſpirit, might readily. 
ſurmount theſe obſtacles, inſpire into our 
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to a ſtrenuous effort for 


the glory of their monarch, and the un- 


able advantage of their country. 
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